
Fatality Analysis Reporting 
System (FARS) 



What is FARS? 

• Federal program that began in 1975 
• Collection of fatal traffic crash data 
• Data is collected by all 50 states, DC, 

Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands 
• FARS is vital to the mission of 

NHTSA to reduce the number of 
motor vehicle crashes and deaths 
on our nation's highways 



What Qualifies as a FARS Case 
• Motor vehicle in transport that results in 

death 
• Crash must occur within the traffic way 
• Person must die within 30 days of the 

crash date 
 



Not Counted Statistically 
• Medical Fatal 

• Still submit as a “K” 
• Either contact FARS or indicate in the narrative 

that the Medical Examiner determined the 
cause of death was due to a medical condition 
and not as a result of the crash 

• Non-Count Fatal 
• Contact one of the FARS Analysts when a 

fatality occurs after 30 days of the date of 
the crash 

• Non-Traffic 
• Submit all fatalities involving a motor vehicle 

even those occurring on private property 
• NiTS – Not in Transport Surveillance 
 



Creating a FARS Case 

LEIN Notification 
• Should be filled out 

and submitted 
when a fatality 
occurs 



Creating a FARS Case 

Newspaper Article 



Creating a FARS Case 

UD-10 Crash Report 



Creating a FARS Case 

Lab Sheet 
• MSP Lab 
• Hospitals 
• Medical Examiner 



Creating a FARS Case 

Death Certificate 



Preliminary Data is Gathered & 
Entered in State & Federal Databases 

Michigan FARS 

FARS –  
Early Notification 



How We Complete the 
Case Information 

• UD-10, Narrative and Diagram 
• Location – Milepoint, Latitude & Longitude 

• AICS Reports and Supplemental  
Reports 

• Driver Record 
• Vehicle Registration 



Alcohol and Drug Reporting 

Michigan Law requires that 
all deceased drivers be 
tested for alcohol or the 
presence of a controlled 
substance. 
 
Use Yes or No to indicate 
whether, in the officer’s 
opinion, alcohol and/or 
drugs were involved. 



Entering Cases Into FARS  
for NHTSA 

Forms 
• Crash 
• Vehicle 
• Driver 
• Precrash 
• Person 



Attempted avoidance maneuvers are 
movements/actions taken by the driver in 
response to a Critical Precrash Event. 
 

Precrash: 
Attempted Avoidance Maneuver 

“Driver stated that she 
swerved to the left to 
avoid the pedestrian in 
the road.” 



Pre-Impact Stability actions taken by the driver, of 
this vehicle, after realization of an impending danger 
captured in Attempted Avoidance Maneuver. 

Precrash: 
Pre-Impact Stability 



Records impediments to the driver’s visual field 
that were noted anywhere in the case materials. 

Precrash: 
Driver’s Vision Obscured 



Describes this driver’s attention to 
driving prior to the driver’s realization of an 
impending critical event. 

Precrash: 
Driver Distracted By 



Quality Control 

• Quality Control Reports 
• Ran periodically to ensure data 

quality 

• Data Edits 
• State system, TCRS and Federal 

FARS all have data edits to 
ensure accuracy of data 

• Annual System-Wide Training 



Quality Control: 
Recode 

Recode started in 2010 – 
approximately 15 randomly 
selected cases are recoded by a 
National Institute for Safety 
Research (NISR) Analyst to 
check for discrepancies each 
year. 

 



Quality Control: 
Reconcile 

• Quarterly reconcile between Traffic Crash 
Reporting System, Michigan FARS and 
Federal FARS 
• Date 
• Alcohol and drug use 
• Restraint 
• Age 
• Gender 
• Person type 
• Truck/Bus 



Who Uses FARS Data? 

• State and local governments 
• Research organizations 
• Private citizens 
• Insurance companies 
• Congress and the media 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=US9s6xkxkjI


Contact Us 
Sydney Smith, Crash Manager 
SmithS57@michigan.gov 
(517) 241-1750 
 
Tpr. Scott Carlson, Crash Trainer 
CarlsonS@michigan.gov 
(517) 241-1312 
 
Lorie Sierra, FARS Analyst 
SierraL@michigan.gov 
(517) 241-1749 
 
Amanda Heinze, FARS Analyst 
HeinzeA@michigan.gov 
(517) 241-1742 
 

mailto:SmithS57@michigan.gov
mailto:CarlsonS@michigan.gov
mailto:SierraL@michigan.gov
mailto:HeinzeA@michigan.gov



	Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS)
	What is FARS?
	What Qualifies as a FARS Case
	Not Counted Statistically
	Creating a FARS Case
	Creating a FARS Case
	Creating a FARS Case
	Creating a FARS Case
	Creating a FARS Case
	Preliminary Data is Gathered & Entered in State & Federal Databases
	How We Complete the�Case Information
	Alcohol and Drug Reporting
	Entering Cases Into FARS �for NHTSA
	Slide Number 14
	Precrash:�Pre-Impact Stability
	Precrash:�Driver’s Vision Obscured
	Precrash:�Driver Distracted By
	Quality Control
	Quality Control:�Recode
	Quality Control:�Reconcile
	Who Uses FARS Data?
	Slide Number 22
	Contact Us
	Slide Number 24

