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MEETING SUMMARY








The meeting was convened by Lt. Colonel Bolger at 10:00 a.m.





I.	STATUS OF U.S. H.R. 3844





U.S. H.R. 3844, introduced in the 105th Congress, includes language to make 9-1-1 a universal number; establish a wireless communications and public safety fund; and provide grant money to enhance 9-1-1 to states which comply with certain requirements.  The bill is assigned to the Commerce Committee and no action has been taken yet this year.








II.	ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINION 7004





Mr. Dale Crowley, prosecuting attorney for Barry County, asked the Attorney General for an opinion as to whether MCL 484.1401; MSA 22.1467(401) allows counties to add the 4% operational surcharge from Subsection (3) and the 16% from Subsection (6) for a total of 20% or if the maximum total operational surcharge allowable is 16%.  As a result, Attorney General Opinion 7004 was issued, stating, “. . . the Emergency Telephone Service Enabling Act authorizes county boards of commissioners to assess on telephone users a 9-1-1 telephone service operational surcharge of up to 4% without voter approval, plus an additional assessment of up to 16% with voter approval.”








III.	YEAR 2000 ISSUES





Mr. Paul Rogers, president of the Michigan Communications Directors Association and director of the Eaton County Central Dispatch, wrote an excellent article on the impact of Y2K on Eaton County’s emergency system.  The Michigan State Police Emergency Management Division has put together a Y2K checklist which will be distributed to all PSAP directors, along with a joint letter signed by Lt. Colonel Bolger and Mr. Paul Rogers.  Mr. Mike Sexton, Ameritech, offered to include the information in his publication as well.








IV.	SUBCOMMITTEE TO DISCUSS GUIDELINES FOR NOTIFICATION OF 9-1-1 SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS





This subcommittee’s first meeting will be held immediately following this meeting.  Information will be provided as it becomes available.
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V.	STATUS OF MICHIGAN’S E9-1-1 LEGISLATION





Four new bills have been drafted, but not yet introduced.  Three of the bills are very similar to those which were not passed during the 1998 Session, and the fourth bill re-establishes the Emergency Telephone Service Committee which sunset 12/31/98.  Lt. Colonel Bolger provided an overview of each bill and the new changes.  Attendees were asked to review the drafts carefully and provide input to Lt. Colonel Bolger by noon on Tuesday, February 2.  After that date, 


Lt. Colonel Bolger will request the bills be introduced.  Senator VanRegenmorter has offered to coordinate this effort.  He will first approach last year’s bill sponsors to see if they remain interested in supporting a bill.  Information regarding the bills sponsors and committee assignments will be disseminated as it becomes available.





What follows is a summary of the new changes made to each bill:





01317’99 -- changes from HB 5653





Sec. 408 (4), second sentence, removed “Unless otherwise specified by the CMRS user, . . .” from the beginning of the sentence and changed “CMRS supplier” to “CMRS emergency telephone fund.”  This change was made to address the collection issue.





Sec. 409 (C), bill drafter added clarifying language to address the distribution of training funds.





Sec. 410 (1), the chair of the subcommittee was changed from the ETSC chair to the Department of State Police representative.  This was done to facilitate administrative oversight of the invoice processing.





Sec. 410 (1)(B), clarified this to read “One member of the committee who represents a public safety entity . . . .” 





Sec. 410 (3), added second sentence that reads, “The subcommittee may authorize an expense of a CMRS supplier before the expense is incurred.”  This ties in with the language in (4)(B).  Remaining language in this section cleaned up by the bill drafter.





Sec. 410 (5), added language to clarify that information shall not be released by the chairperson “or any member” of the ETSC.





Sec. 411 (1), bill drafter cleaned up language.








01318’99 (new bill)





This is the new bill which will be introduced to re-establish the Emergency Telephone Service Committee.  Reference to the Michigan Center of Rural Health was removed and the Telephone Association of Michigan was changed to the Telecommunications Association of Michigan to reflect that organization’s name change.





A letter will be sent to each organization that previously held a seat on the ETSC, asking them to review their role and decide whether or not they wish to continue their membership on the committee.  (Note:  The Michigan Association of Ambulance Services has asked to be considered for a seat on the ETSC.)





�
01319’99 -- changes from SB 1009





Sec. 401 (9), the words “combination of” were removed from the first sentence.





01730’99 -- changes from SB 1010





None.





NEXT INFORMATIONAL MEETING





The next informational meeting will be scheduled as necessary.





The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
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