
GTSAC Distracted Driving Action Team 
May 8, 2013, Meeting Minutes 

 
Participants:   
Tom Artushin, Ford Motor Company; Kim Ault, Michigan Department of Transportation; Renelius Bell, 
Ford Motor Company; Linda Fech, Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning; Dave Morena, Federal 
Highway Administration; Jack Peet, AAA Michigan; Bonnie Raffaele, KDR Challenge; Anne Readett, 
Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning; Carol Reagan, Michigan Department of State; Jennifer 
Ritter, MSUE-Grand Traverse – Munson Trauma Services; Jim Santilli, Traffic Improvement Association 
of Michigan; and Keith Schultz, General Motors. 
 
Distracted Driving Action Team Plan 
 
Goal(s): 
Discussion focused on establishing a goal or goals for this action team.  While Michigan captures driver 
distraction and driver cell phone use on its crash form, the figures are under-reported.  Some options 
were discussed.  Additional research will take place prior to the next meeting. 
 
Action team strategies 
 
• Conduct effective communication and outreach activities 
The draft action plan now lists three programs for this strategy.  Information will be added for the 
programs listed, including a brief description, and whether or not it is a statewide program. 
 
• Continue to implement effective low-cost roadway countermeasures 
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provided a 
list of ongoing activities for this strategy.  The group had no comments or changes for the list of activities. 
 
• Explore improvements in data collection on driver distractions involved in crashes 
The group discussed the state’s limited ability to capture distracted/cell phone information related to traffic 
crashes.  The group will seek additional information and updates regarding this strategy. 
 
• Encourage enforcement of the state’s texting law 
Discussion for this strategy included possibly encouraging officer-to-officer discussion about texting 
citations, identifying officers and agencies that are issuing citations, and working with law enforcement 
groups to share information.  
 
• Monitor development of new countermeasures and identify those that could be implemented in 

Michigan 
The Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP) staff will regularly monitor the national publication, 
Countermeasures that Work: A Highway Safety Countermeasure Guide For State Highway Safety 
Offices, published by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), for updates. 

In addition, the group discussed a program presented at the recent Michigan Traffic Safety Summit using 
red stickers on license plates to identify newly licensed drivers.  This allows law enforcement to more 
easily determine if the driver falls under restrictions for younger drivers, such as cell phone bans, 
passenger restrictions, and nighttime driving restrictions. 
 
• Monitor national pilot projects related to distracted driving 
OHSP will monitor national pilot projects conducted by the NHTSA and report findings to the action team.  
No further discussion took place. 
 
• Provide recommendations related to distracted driving legislation 
The group will seek further guidance for this strategy. 


