
Drivers Age 24 and Younger Action Team 
May 23, 2013 Meeting Notes 

 
Attendees:  John Lindenmayer, LMB; Todd Burlingham, MASSP and MASC; Greg Lantzy, MDOS; Kim Lariviere, MDOT; 
Mary Bramble, MDOT; Christine Meddaugh, MDTSEA; Sandra York, MPTA; Yvonne Brantley, MSP; Kirk Ferris, MDOS, 
and Carol Reagan, MDOS 
 

1. Action Plan Draft #2 
a. Deadlines:  Draft Plan Due June 3 – completed 

    Final Plan Due September 9 
b. Develop SMART Goals - (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and Time-bound)  
 

Kim Lariviere, MDOT and chairperson for At-risk Road Users focus area reported that our draft plan 
background area looks good and that the general format of the strategies is good.  Action team chairs will 
be scheduled to meet in June to discuss goals, measuring them, and help available to set goals. 
 
Carol met with Charlotte Kilvington and Linda Fech of OHSP to discuss data that we could use to 
establish our goals.  UMTRI has developed a method for establishing goals for OHSP’s annual plan that 
is sent to NHTSA for funding.  As a result of that meeting, OHSP is submitting a request to UMTRI to 
provide our team with some suggested goals and high level data for Drivers Age 24 and Younger. 
 

2. Strategy Development  
 
Drivers age 18+ 

• Not required to take formal driver education, but do have to take a skills test. 
• What are other states doing?  Driver education in schools?  Require education at 18? 
• Age 18-24 may require different training?  Perhaps, distractions. 
• No parental intervention at this age. 
• It’s possible they are learning from other “bad” drivers. 
• Need to research whether there is a problem with this age group.  It’s possible to determine if driver went 

through GDL and driver education because school codes are entered into the driving record.    
 

Objective:  Improve young driver training 
Long-term activity:  Research impacts of drivers, age 18-24, going through GDL to those that don’t (MDOT 
submit in next call for research projects) 
 
Short-term activity:  Review current research on drivers, age 18 and over, not going through driver 
education/GDL.  (Request MDOT librarian to identify research of what other states are doing.  Ask UMTRI 
what’s out there.) 

 
NHTSA Driver Education Assessment 

• Need to find out more about this.  What does it cover?  Lead by OHSP? 
 
Parent Involvement 

• Parent involvement is critical. 
• How to spend 50 hours? 
• How to engage parents?  Need to be educated on importance of GDL/driver training. 
• How to make it so parents cannot just sign off on 50 hours?  App to log hours that is certified.  Equity 

issues:  offer access to PCs; need alternative plan unless not a problem; call-in line as an option. 
• How to facilitate parents in education process?  Interactive - watch and do activity. 
• Christine has not had good success providing the ADTSEA parent coaching guide to parents – they aren’t 

using it. 
• Parents need to enforce GDL. 

 
Curriculum/Delivery 

• Activity on Page 11 of draft plan:   Current law does not allow on-line learning.  MDTSEA is looking at 
alternative learning methods and plans to develop a pilot program to evaluate possible improvements to 
driver education. 

• Challenge – how to get driver educators to go beyond minimum standards and be effective? 
• Add more time to program?  Mandate higher minimums. 
• Old thoughts about number of hours that is provided (30/6) is a challenge. 



• Need evolving curriculum that adapts to technology (legislation also needs to adapt) - change toolkit 
options. 

• How to leverage professional development? 
• Help parents on how to choose a driver education program.  List of things to look for.  AAA has it. 
• Mandatory fees for driver education? 
• Affordability – Suggest to parents to set money aside for driver education.  Scholarship programs? 
• Student input is needed to improve program.  Needs to be engaging yet maintain seriousness.  Possibly 

use simulation to replicate real world situations. 
• Teens want experiences in driver education they don’t already have access to via the internet such as a 

panel Q & A discussion. 
 
School-based 

• Schools want to be involved – how can we get them involved?   
• Assemblies are waning in schools. 
• Get kids involved in supporting.  
• Overcome barriers schools face with supporting efforts.  
• Tie into student groups. 
• Establish competitions for teens to address the issue. 
 

3. Next Steps and Meeting Schedule 
Carol will schedule three meetings before September via Doodle poll.  Each meeting will focus on two 
strategies.  The meetings will be held at the MSP Headquarters and a teleconference option will be 
provided. 


