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The League of Michigan Bicyclists’ mission is 
to promote bicycling and 

the safety of bicyclists on the 
roadways in Michigan.

3

The Benefits of BicyclingThe Benefits of Bicycling

Why People BicycleWhy People Bicycle

nn RecreationRecreation
nn FitnessFitness
nn TransportationTransportation
nn EnvironmentEnvironment
nn EconomicsEconomics
nn Part of the jobPart of the job

Where People BicycleWhere People Bicycle

nn OnOn--roadroad
nn TrailsTrails
nn OffOff--roadroad
nn SidewalksSidewalks
nn SidepathsSidepaths
nn Anywhere they can!Anywhere they can!
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1.6 mil Bicyclists in Michigan
Source: Outdoor Industry 
Foundation Fall 2006 Survey

16.5 mil Autos Sold in US compared 
to 18.2 mil Bicycles in 2006

Source: NBDA Trade Publication

94.5% ride for Recreation or Fitness 
.3% ride to Race                                
5.2% ride for Transportation

Source: NBDA Trade Publication
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Beginners/Young Kids
Sidewalks-Trails

Where do they ride?Where do they ride?

Under Age 10

Sidewalks

Trails

Over Age 10

Sidewalks

Trails

Streets

6

§§ Residential streetsResidential streets

§§ Trails Trails 

§§ Bike lanesBike lanes

Family/weekend BicyclistsFamily/weekend Bicyclists
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““LycraLycra”” (experienced)(experienced) bicyclistsbicyclists
(The 20% who bike 80% of the miles)

§§ On the streets with other trafficOn the streets with other traffic

§§ Prefer direct routes, minimum stops, access Prefer direct routes, minimum stops, access 
to all destinations, just like motoriststo all destinations, just like motorists
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Invisible BicyclistsInvisible Bicyclists

§§ LessLess--skilled, ride sidewalksskilled, ride sidewalks

§§ Prefer direct routes, need Prefer direct routes, need 
access to all destinationsaccess to all destinations

§§ Bike out of necessityBike out of necessity

§§ Ride at night w/o lights or Ride at night w/o lights or 
reflective clothingreflective clothing

§§ Ride against the traffic Ride against the traffic 

§§ Seldom wear a helmetSeldom wear a helmet
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Where to RideWhere to Ride



4

10

Legal Status Legal Status 
of Bicycles in Michiganof Bicycles in Michigan

11

Section 257.656(3) of the MVC states:Section 257.656(3) of the MVC states:

““The regulations applicable to bicycles under The regulations applicable to bicycles under 
Sections 656 to 662 shall apply Sections 656 to 662 shall apply when a when a 
bicycle is operated upon a highway or upon a bicycle is operated upon a highway or upon a 
path set aside for the exclusive use of path set aside for the exclusive use of 
bicycles, subject to those exceptions stated bicycles, subject to those exceptions stated 
in sections 656 to 662in sections 656 to 662..””

Where do Michigan Laws Where do Michigan Laws 
apply to Bicyclists?apply to Bicyclists?

12

Yes.Yes.

Section 257.657 of the MVC states:Section 257.657 of the MVC states:

““Each person riding a bicycle... Upon a roadway Each person riding a bicycle... Upon a roadway has has 
all of the rights and is subject to all of the duties all of the rights and is subject to all of the duties 
applicable to the driver of a vehicleapplicable to the driver of a vehicle by this chapter, by this chapter, 
except as to special regulations in this article and except as to special regulations in this article and 
except as to the provisions of this chapter which by except as to the provisions of this chapter which by 
their nature do not have application.their nature do not have application.””

Does a cyclist have to Does a cyclist have to 
obey the same traffic obey the same traffic 
laws as a motorist?laws as a motorist?
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Yes.Yes.
Section 257.648 of the MVC states:   Section 257.648 of the MVC states:   

(1) (1) ““The driver of a ...or bicycle upon a highway, The driver of a ...or bicycle upon a highway, before stopping or before stopping or 
turning from a direct line, shall first see that the stopping orturning from a direct line, shall first see that the stopping or turning turning 
can be made in safety and shall give a signal as requiredcan be made in safety and shall give a signal as required in this in this 
section.section.””

(3) (3) ““When a signal is given by means of the hand and arm, When a signal is given by means of the hand and arm, the driver the driver 
shall indicate his or her intention to stop or turn by extendingshall indicate his or her intention to stop or turn by extending his his 
hand and arm from and beyond the left side of the vehicle and sihand and arm from and beyond the left side of the vehicle and signal gnal 
as followsas follows::””
(a) Left turn .... Hand and arm extended horizontally.(a) Left turn .... Hand and arm extended horizontally.
(b) Right turn .... Hand and arm extended upward(b) Right turn .... Hand and arm extended upward
(c) Stop or decrease speed .... Hand and arm extended downward.(c) Stop or decrease speed .... Hand and arm extended downward.

Does that include Does that include 
signaling?signaling?

14

Yes.Yes.

Section 257.660a of the MVC states:Section 257.660a of the MVC states:

““A person operating a bicycle upon a highway A person operating a bicycle upon a highway 
or street .... shall ride ... theor street .... shall ride ... the rightright--hand .... of hand .... of 
the roadwaythe roadway..””

Does a cyclist have to ride Does a cyclist have to ride 
in the direction of in the direction of 

traffic?traffic?

15

Generally yes, but Section 257.660a of the Generally yes, but Section 257.660a of the 
MVC permits these important exceptions:MVC permits these important exceptions:

Does a bicyclist Does a bicyclist alwaysalways
have to ride to the have to ride to the farfar

right?right?

nn Except when Except when overtaking and passingovertaking and passing another another 
bicycle or any other vehicle proceeding in the bicycle or any other vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction.  same direction.  

nn Except when Except when preparing to turn leftpreparing to turn left..
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Does a bicyclist Does a bicyclist alwaysalways
have to ride to the have to ride to the farfar

right?right?

nn ExceptExcept when conditions make the rightwhen conditions make the right--hand hand 
edge of the roadway unsafeedge of the roadway unsafe or reasonably or reasonably 
unusable by bicyclesunusable by bicycles, including, but not limited , including, but not limited 
to, surface hazards, an uneven roadway to, surface hazards, an uneven roadway 
surface, drain openings, debris, parked or surface, drain openings, debris, parked or 
moving vehicles or bicycles, pedestrians, moving vehicles or bicycles, pedestrians, 
animals, or other obstacles, animals, or other obstacles, or if the lane is too or if the lane is too 
narrow to permit a vehicle to safely overtake narrow to permit a vehicle to safely overtake 
and pass a bicycle. and pass a bicycle. 

17

Does a bicyclist Does a bicyclist alwaysalways
have to ride to the have to ride to the far far 

right?right?

nn Except when operating a bicycle Except when operating a bicycle in a lane in which the in a lane in which the 
traffic is turning right but the individual intends to go traffic is turning right but the individual intends to go 
straight through the intersection.straight through the intersection.

nn Except when operating a bicycle Except when operating a bicycle upon a 1upon a 1--way highway way highway 
or street that has 2 or more marked traffic lanesor street that has 2 or more marked traffic lanes, in , in 
which case the individual may ride which case the individual may ride as near the leftas near the left--hand hand 
curb or edge of that roadway as practicablecurb or edge of that roadway as practicable..
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The MVC does not require bicyclists to ride on the The MVC does not require bicyclists to ride on the 
sidewalk and LMB does not recommend it because sidewalk and LMB does not recommend it because 
of safety hazards to the bicyclists and other of safety hazards to the bicyclists and other 
sidewalk users.sidewalk users.

However, Section 257.660c of the MVC saysHowever, Section 257.660c of the MVC says

(1) (1) ““An individual operating a bicycle upon a sidewalk An individual operating a bicycle upon a sidewalk 
or a pedestrian crosswalk shall yield the rightor a pedestrian crosswalk shall yield the right--ofof--
way to pedestrians and shall give an audible signal way to pedestrians and shall give an audible signal 
before overtaking and passing a pedestrian.before overtaking and passing a pedestrian.””

MustMust a bicyclist ride on a bicyclist ride on 
the sidewalk? Is it legal? the sidewalk? Is it legal? 
What about crosswalks?What about crosswalks?
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(2) (2) ““An individual shall not operate a bicycle An individual shall not operate a bicycle 
upon a sidewalk or a pedestrian crosswalk if upon a sidewalk or a pedestrian crosswalk if 
that operation is prohibited by an official that operation is prohibited by an official 
traffic control device.traffic control device.””

(3) (3) ““An individual lawfully operating a bicycle An individual lawfully operating a bicycle 
upon a sidewalk or a pedestrian crosswalk upon a sidewalk or a pedestrian crosswalk 
has all of the rights and responsibilities has all of the rights and responsibilities 
applicable to pedestrians using that sidewalk  applicable to pedestrians using that sidewalk  
crosswalk.crosswalk.

MustMust a bicyclist ride on a bicyclist ride on 
the sidewalk? Is it legal? the sidewalk? Is it legal? 
What about crosswalks?What about crosswalks?

20

““ The MVC The MVC does notdoes not require require 
bicyclists to use bike lanes.bicyclists to use bike lanes.””

MustMust a bicyclist ride in a a bicyclist ride in a 
bike lane?bike lane?

21

Although riding single file is safest, bicyclists Although riding single file is safest, bicyclists 
are allowed to ride twoare allowed to ride two--abreast on roads.abreast on roads.

Section 257.660b of the MVC states:Section 257.660b of the MVC states:

““Two or more individuals operating bicycles Two or more individuals operating bicycles 
upon a highway or street shall not ride more upon a highway or street shall not ride more 
than two abreast except upon a path or than two abreast except upon a path or 
portion of the highway or street set aside for portion of the highway or street set aside for 
the use of bicycles.the use of bicycles.””

May bicyclists ride two May bicyclists ride two 
abreast?abreast?



8

22

““ Although the MVC Although the MVC does notdoes not require require 
bicyclists to wear a helmet, LMB bicyclists to wear a helmet, LMB 
strongly recommends wearing strongly recommends wearing 
one, because it can prevent 85% of one, because it can prevent 85% of 
brain injuries.brain injuries.””

Does a bicyclistDoes a bicyclist have to have to 
wear a helmet?wear a helmet?

23

Yes, at certain times.Yes, at certain times.
Section 257.662 of the MVC states:Section 257.662 of the MVC states:

““(1) (1) ““A bicycle...being operated on a roadway A bicycle...being operated on a roadway between between 
½½ hour after sunset and hour after sunset and ½½ hour before sunrise shall hour before sunrise shall 
be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall 
emit a white light visible from a distance of at least emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 
500 feet to the front and with a red reflector on the 500 feet to the front and with a red reflector on the 
rear which shall be visible from all distances from rear which shall be visible from all distances from 
100 to 600 feet to the rear100 to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of when directly in front of 
lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor 
vehicle.....vehicle.....””

Does a bicyclist Does a bicyclist have tohave to
use lights?use lights?

24

Yes.Yes.

Section 257.662(2) of the MVC states:Section 257.662(2) of the MVC states:

““A bicycle shall be equipped with a brake A bicycle shall be equipped with a brake 
which will enable the operator to make the which will enable the operator to make the 
braked wheels skid on dry, level, clean braked wheels skid on dry, level, clean 
pavement.pavement.””

Does the law require Does the law require 
brakes on bicycles?brakes on bicycles?
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The MVC Section 257.660d says:The MVC Section 257.660d says:

(1) (1) ““An individual may park a bicycle An individual may park a bicycle on a on a 
sidewalk except as prohibited by an official sidewalk except as prohibited by an official 
control device.control device.””

(2) (2) ““An individual shall not park a bicycle on a An individual shall not park a bicycle on a 
sidewalk in such a manner that the bicycle sidewalk in such a manner that the bicycle 
impedes the lawful movement of pedestrians impedes the lawful movement of pedestrians 
or other trafficor other traffic..””

Is it legal to park a bike Is it legal to park a bike 
on the street? Where on the street? Where 

can bicyclist park on a can bicyclist park on a 
sidewalk?sidewalk?

26

(3) (3) ““An individual may park a bicycle An individual may park a bicycle on a on a 
highway or street at any location where highway or street at any location where 
parking is allowed for motor vehicles, parking is allowed for motor vehicles, may may 
parkpark at any angle to the curb or the edge of at any angle to the curb or the edge of 
the highway, the highway, and may parkand may park abreast of abreast of 
another bicycle.another bicycle.””

(4) (4) ““An individual shall not park a bicycle on a An individual shall not park a bicycle on a 
highway or street in such a manner as to highway or street in such a manner as to 
obstruct the movement of a legally parked obstruct the movement of a legally parked 
motor vehicle.motor vehicle.””

Is it legal to park a bike Is it legal to park a bike 
on the street? Where on the street? Where 

can bicyclist park on a can bicyclist park on a 
sidewalk?sidewalk?

27

(5) (5) ““Except as otherwise provided in this Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, an individual parking a bicycle on a section, an individual parking a bicycle on a 
highway or street shall do so in highway or street shall do so in compliance compliance 
with this act and any local ordinance.with this act and any local ordinance.””

Is it legal to park a bike Is it legal to park a bike 
on the street? Where on the street? Where 

can bicyclist park on a can bicyclist park on a 
sidewalk?sidewalk?
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Other laws relating to Other laws relating to 
bicyclists?bicyclists?

MVC Section 257.4 defines MVC Section 257.4 defines ““bicyclebicycle”” as:as:

““... A device propelled by human power upon which a ... A device propelled by human power upon which a 
person may ride, having either 2 or 3 wheels in a person may ride, having either 2 or 3 wheels in a 
tandem or tricycle arrangement, all of which are over tandem or tricycle arrangement, all of which are over 
14 inches in diameter.14 inches in diameter.””

29

Other laws relating to Other laws relating to 
bicyclists?bicyclists?

MVC Section 257.656 states:MVC Section 257.656 states:
(1) A person who violates any of sections 656 or 661a (1) A person who violates any of sections 656 or 661a 
is responsible for a civil infraction.is responsible for a civil infraction.

(2) The parent of a child or the guardian of a ward (2) The parent of a child or the guardian of a ward 
shall not authorize or knowingly permit the child or shall not authorize or knowingly permit the child or 
ward to violate this chapter.ward to violate this chapter.

30

Other laws relating to Other laws relating to 
bicyclists?bicyclists?

MVC Section 257.658 states:MVC Section 257.658 states:
(1) A person propelling a bicycle or operating a (1) A person propelling a bicycle or operating a 
motorcycle or moped shall not ride other than upon motorcycle or moped shall not ride other than upon 
and astride a permanent and regular seat attached to and astride a permanent and regular seat attached to 
that bicyclethat bicycle
(2) A bicycle...shall not be used to carry more persons (2) A bicycle...shall not be used to carry more persons 
at 1 time than the number for which it is designed and at 1 time than the number for which it is designed and 
equipped.equipped.
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Other laws relating to Other laws relating to 
bicyclists?bicyclists?

MVC Section 257.659 states:MVC Section 257.659 states:

““ A person riding upon a bicycle ... shall not attach the A person riding upon a bicycle ... shall not attach the 
same or himself to a streetcar or vehicle upon a same or himself to a streetcar or vehicle upon a 
roadway.roadway.””

32

Other laws relating to Other laws relating to 
bicyclists?bicyclists?

MVC Section 257.661 states:MVC Section 257.661 states:

““ A person operating a bicycle ... shall not carry any A person operating a bicycle ... shall not carry any 
package, bundle or article that prevents the driver from package, bundle or article that prevents the driver from 
keeping both hands upon the handlebars.keeping both hands upon the handlebars.””

Does this make talking on a cell phone illegal?Does this make talking on a cell phone illegal?

33

How Bicycle Crashes Happen
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Total Bicycle Crashes

Falls

Car-bike

Bike-bike

Bike-dog
Other

Falls
Car-bike
Bike-bike
Bike-dog
Other

50%

17%

17%

8%
8%

35

36
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Bicycle CrashesBicycle Crashes
ChildrenChildren

nn Bicyclist stop sign, Bicyclist stop sign, 
signal violationsignal violation

nn ChildChild’’s faults fault

CountermeasuresCountermeasures

nn EducationEducation
nn EngineeringEngineering
nn EnforcementEnforcement
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Bicycle CrashesBicycle Crashes
ChildrenChildren

nn Bicyclist merges Bicyclist merges 
into motorist pathinto motorist path

nn ChildChild’’s faults fault

CountermeasuresCountermeasures
nn EducationEducation
nn EngineeringEngineering

nn EnforcementEnforcement

39

Bicycle Crashes
Children

nn Driveway ride outDriveway ride out
nn ChildChild’’s faults fault

CountermeasuresCountermeasures

nn EducationEducation
nn EngineeringEngineering
nn EnforcementEnforcement
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Bicycle CrashesBicycle Crashes
AdultsAdults

nn Motorist makes left Motorist makes left 
turn in front of turn in front of 
oncoming oncoming 
bicyclist,   bicyclist,   

nn MotoristMotorist’’s faults fault

CountermeasuresCountermeasures
nn EducationEducation
nn EngineeringEngineering
nn EnforcementEnforcement
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Bicycle CrashesBicycle Crashes
AdultsAdults

nn Stop sign, red lightStop sign, red light

nn Motorist drive out; Motorist drive out; 
MotoristMotorist’’s faults fault

nn Bicyclist runs or Bicyclist runs or 
fails to yield; fails to yield; 
BicyclistBicyclist’’s faults fault

CountermeasuresCountermeasures
nn EducationEducation
nn EngineeringEngineering
nn EnforcementEnforcement

42

Bicycle CrashesBicycle Crashes
AdultsAdults

nn Motorist overtakes Motorist overtakes 
bicyclistbicyclist

nn MotoristMotorist’’s faults fault

CountermeasuresCountermeasures
nn Education Education 
nn EngineeringEngineering
nn EnforcementEnforcement
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Safe Roads for BicyclingSafe Roads for Bicycling
Educate and EnforceEducate and Enforce

44

The Bicycle Safety Stool

E
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Parents, schools, police and others like the League of Parents, schools, police and others like the League of 
Michigan Bicyclists Michigan Bicyclists educateeducate children and adults on the safe children and adults on the safe 
use of the roads by bicyclists.use of the roads by bicyclists.

45

Law Enforcement Officers Law Enforcement Officers 
as as 

EducatorsEducators

EducateEducate
nn One on oneOne on one
nn Bicycle rodeosBicycle rodeos
nn Assemblies/eventsAssemblies/events
nn Hand outsHand outs
nn OtherOther
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The Bicycle Safety Stool
E
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Planners, government officials, civil engineers, road Planners, government officials, civil engineers, road 
builders builders engineerengineer the roads to make them safer.the roads to make them safer.
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The Bicycle Safety Stool
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E
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Police are the Police are the onlyonly ones who can ones who can enforceenforce
the traffic laws for everyonethe traffic laws for everyone’’s safety. s safety. 

48

Enforcement Enforcement 

nn Verbal warningVerbal warning

nn Written warningWritten warning

nn CitationCitation

nn ArrestArrest

(Re(Re--enforcement)enforcement)
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nn Peer pressurePeer pressure
nn Social pressureSocial pressure
nn Law enforcement Law enforcement 

administrationadministration
nn District attorneyDistrict attorney
nn CourtsCourts
nn FinesFines
nn TimeTime

NonNon--Enforcement ExcusesEnforcement Excuses

50

nn Remembering own Remembering own 
childhoodchildhood

nn Communicating Communicating 
with childrenwith children

nn ““They will only hurt They will only hurt 
themselvesthemselves””

nn Waiting for THE BIG Waiting for THE BIG 
ONEONE

NonNon--Enforcement ExcusesEnforcement Excuses

51

nn Prevents crashes, Prevents crashes, 
injuries and deathsinjuries and deaths

nn Promotes public Promotes public 
supportsupport

nn Encourages officers to Encourages officers to 
learn lawslearn laws

nn Applies effective, Applies effective, 
identified identified 
countermeasurescountermeasures

Advantages Advantages 
of of 

Focused EnforcementFocused Enforcement
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Worst ViolationsWorst Violations
MotoristsMotorists

nn Speed, Speed, SpeedSpeed, Speed, Speed

53

Worst ViolationsWorst Violations
MotoristsMotorists

nn Speed, Speed, SpeedSpeed, Speed, Speed
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Worst ViolationsWorst Violations
MotoristsMotorists

nn Speed, Speed, SpeedSpeed, Speed, Speed

nn Passing too closePassing too close

Section 257.638 of the MVC states:Section 257.638 of the MVC states:

(1) ... the overtaking and passing to be (1) ... the overtaking and passing to be 
completely made without interfering with completely made without interfering with 
the the safesafe operation of a vehicle operation of a vehicle 
approaching from the opposite direction or approaching from the opposite direction or 
the vehicle overtaken.the vehicle overtaken.

(2) A person who violates this section is (2) A person who violates this section is 
responsible for a civil infraction.responsible for a civil infraction.
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Worst ViolationsWorst Violations

nn Speed, Speed, SpeedSpeed, Speed, Speed
nn Passing too closePassing too close
nn Failure to yieldFailure to yield
nn Disregard signs and Disregard signs and 

signalssignals
nn Turning and backingTurning and backing
nn AlcoholAlcohol
nn Opening car door into Opening car door into 

traffictraffic

MotoristsMotorists

56

Worst ViolationsWorst Violations
BicyclistsBicyclists

nn Traffic light & stop Traffic light & stop 
sign violationssign violations

nn Failure to yield rightFailure to yield right--
ofof--way (turning or way (turning or 
entering roadway)entering roadway)

nn Riding against trafficRiding against traffic
nn No lights at nightNo lights at night

57



20

58

Prescription for safe bicyclingPrescription for safe bicycling

Cyclists fare 
best when they 
act and are 
treated like 
other vehicles 
on the road.

59

Why this works?Why this works?

nn Motorists expect Motorists expect 
others to follow the others to follow the 
rules rules 

nn Traffic becomes Traffic becomes 
predictable, predictable, 
manageable, flows manageable, flows 
betterbetter

nn BicyclistsBicyclists’’ actions actions 
are predictable and are predictable and 
manageable toomanageable too

60

Proper Lane Positions
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Lane PositionsLane Positions

Not giving safe passing distance Not giving safe passing distance 
squeezes bicyclist giving no room squeezes bicyclist giving no room 
for errorfor error

Safe passing giving bicyclist adequate Safe passing giving bicyclist adequate 
distance allows bicyclist to avoid being distance allows bicyclist to avoid being 
squeezed.squeezed.

62

Bicyclists should ride straight, not Bicyclists should ride straight, not 
dodging between parked cars dodging between parked cars 

Bicyclists should ride 3Bicyclists should ride 3--44’’ from car from car 
where door may openwhere door may open

Bicyclists riding closer may end up Bicyclists riding closer may end up 
““getting dooredgetting doored””

Lane PositionsLane Positions

63

Many bikeMany bike--car crashes car crashes 
occur at intersectionsoccur at intersections

Lane position critical to Lane position critical to 
avoid cutavoid cut--offs by carsoffs by cars

Lane PositionsLane Positions
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Bicyclists should use Bicyclists should use 
the appropriate lane for the appropriate lane for 
their destinationtheir destination

They should signal, They should signal, 
then shift lanes before then shift lanes before 
the intersection to the intersection to 
avoid cutavoid cut--offsoffs

Lane PositionsLane Positions

65

Many think sidewalks or Many think sidewalks or 
sidepaths sidepaths ---- trails along roads trails along roads --
-- are safer than riding on the are safer than riding on the 
roadroad

Not soNot so where many side where many side 
streets, residential and streets, residential and 
commercial crossings existcommercial crossings exist

Sidewalk and Sidewalk and sidepaths

66

Car B crosses sidepath, Car B crosses sidepath, 
turning right:  turning right:  

§§ Rarely stops at stopline, Rarely stops at stopline, 
usually in crosswalk or at usually in crosswalk or at 
street edgestreet edge
§§ May not even stopMay not even stop
§§ Often will only look leftOften will only look left
§§ Might see Cyclist 2, Might see Cyclist 2, 
§§ Less likely to see Cyclist 1Less likely to see Cyclist 1

Sidewalk and sidepathsSidewalk and sidepaths
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Car A turning right:  Car A turning right:  

§§ Might see Cyclist 1Might see Cyclist 1
§§ Less likely to see Cyclist 2Less likely to see Cyclist 2

§§ Many will not yield rightMany will not yield right--ofof--
wayway

§§ Faster turning speeds Faster turning speeds 
increase the chance of a increase the chance of a 
collisioncollision

Sidewalks and sidepathsSidewalks and sidepaths

68

Sidewalks and sidepathsSidewalks and sidepaths

Car C looks ahead, not Car C looks ahead, not 
where the cyclist is on the where the cyclist is on the 
path, waits for gap to turn path, waits for gap to turn 
left,  accelerates through left,  accelerates through 
turnturn

nn Might see Cyclist 4, Might see Cyclist 4, 
nn Unlikely to see Cyclist 3Unlikely to see Cyclist 3
nn If traffic gap is short, If traffic gap is short, 

sudden stops would be sudden stops would be 
difficultdifficult

69

Sidewalk and sidepathsSidewalk and sidepaths

In each case, In each case, 
motorist  looks motorist  looks 
where an onwhere an on--road road 
cyclist would be cyclist would be ----

on right side of 
road

---- and not where and not where 
the cyclist actually the cyclist actually 
is ... trail or path! is ... trail or path! 
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Crash Investigation & Crash Investigation & 
ReportingReporting

71

Take NoteTake Note
BicyclistBicyclist

nn Age, gender, experience Age, gender, experience 
nn Color of clothing (reflective Color of clothing (reflective 

material)material)
nn Glasses/eyewearGlasses/eyewear
nn Helmet   Helmet   
nn HeadphonesHeadphones
nn Alcohol/drug use or other Alcohol/drug use or other 

impaired physical conditionimpaired physical condition

72

Take NoteTake Note
BicycleBicycle

nn Make, model, serial Make, model, serial 
number, and/or number, and/or 
registration numberregistration number

n Headlight, reflector, 
taillight; lights worn by 
rider

n Condition of brakes
n Tires (new or worn; if 

flat from blowout 
during the crash)

nn Type (road, mountain, Type (road, mountain, 
BMX BMX -- girlgirl’’s or boys or boy’’s)s)
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Take NoteTake Note
SceneScene

nn Wind/RainWind/Rain
nn Surface ConditionSurface Condition

nn Road DebrisRoad Debris

74

Take NoteTake Note
MotoristMotorist

§§ Did the motorist fail to Did the motorist fail to 
scan for a bicyclist?  scan for a bicyclist?  

§§ When a motorist says he When a motorist says he 
didndidn’’t see a cyclist,t see a cyclist,
it should trigger questions it should trigger questions 
about alcohol, drugs, about alcohol, drugs, 
fatigue, distractions  fatigue, distractions  ---- cell cell 
phones, GPS, audio?phones, GPS, audio?

§§ How fast was the motorist How fast was the motorist 
going?going?

75

Take NoteTake Note
MotoristMotorist

nn Position of car and Position of car and 
bicycle on impact?bicycle on impact?

nn Marks on the Marks on the 
roadway, tire skids, roadway, tire skids, 
gouges in pavement?gouges in pavement?

nn Windshield clean, Windshield clean, 
dirty?dirty?
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Investigation ReportInvestigation Report

nn Thorough for both bicyclist Thorough for both bicyclist 
and motorist.and motorist.

nn Need for accurate traffic Need for accurate traffic 
reports reports –– without accurate without accurate 
data we wondata we won’’t be able to t be able to 
change engineering or change engineering or 
provide education to correct provide education to correct 
behavior.behavior.

nn Traffic charges Traffic charges 

nn A civil suit could be filed for A civil suit could be filed for 
death or injuriesdeath or injuries
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§ What can you do in your 
community with the 
resources you have?

§ How can you convince your 
administrators and 
community the importance 
of overall traffic 
enforcement to foster a 
community that is safe for 
all?

Safe Roads for Bicycling
What Can You Do?

78

§ Develop an action plan.
§ How do I develop an 

ACTION PLAN?
§ First you need to seek out 

community groups.
Form a PLANNING TEAM.

Safe Roads for Bicycling
What Can You Do?
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The Bicycle Safety Stool
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Engineering
§ Planners
§ Government officials
§ Civil engineers
§ Road builders

“Planning Team”

81

Education
§ Parents
§ Concerned Bicyclists
§ School personnel
§ Law Enforcement
§ Advocacy groups
§ Bike Clubs

“Planning Team”
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Enforcement
§ Law Enforcement
§ Prosecutors 
§ Lawyers
§ Judges

“Planning Team”

83

§ Next you need to understand what 
concerns your community.

§ COMMUNITY INPUT
§ Public meetings
§ Surveys
§ Studies
§ etc

Action Plan

84

Sample of public input that might 
come from your comm unity? 
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“Bicycling today involves equal amounts of 
exhilaration and terror.

There is still a lack of education and 
enforcement for ALL users (both vehicle 
operators and pedestrians).”

Owner – Mid Size Business

86

“My kids need to be able to have freedom to explore 
and independence that a bicycle can give them, yet 
the awareness and acceptance from the public that 
kids and adults still may play and commute in our 
neighborhoods and streets has not universally been 
reinstated. There is still a lot of fear using our streets 
for anything else other than automotive. …”

Mother of Three, ages 7 to 12

87

“Bicycling is more scary today with more aggressive 
drivers, distracted drivers eating and on cell phones, 
and more speed and volume of traffic on roads not 
designed for that volume. … For those of us who 
prefer to use bikes for transportation to work, farmers 
market, shopping, worship, etc. it is not an option to 
"ride someplace else" to avoid congestion. …”

Economist
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Bicycling pluses include:

* Bottle deposit regulation…

* Motor vehicle drivers in rural areas seem reasonably willing 
to accommodate bicycles…

* The bad news is driver ignorance, especially in town…

Now, on my three-wheeler, I frequently get appreciated 
accommodation, but too often I get profane shouts about 
using the sidewalk or simply get the blank blank blank off the 
street…

Retired
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“It's good that people are now talking and thinking 
about creating a walk and bike friendly community. 
Now we need planners, law enforcement and 
advocates to implement plans-- where the "rubber 
hits the road", so to speak-- and actually take the 
steps necessary to make this a walk and bike friendly 
state.”

Environmental Leader
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“We are slowly adding some of the infrastructure 
necessary to improve access to roads for bikers and 
access to multi use trails.  But the overall culture of 
transportation is focused on cars and I continue to 
feel I put my life at risk when I take to the road 
each day; cars remain oblivious to my presence.“

College Student
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§ What issues come from this input?
§ From these examples we could 

identify the following issues:
§ Education for all users
§ Enforcement for all users
§ Distracted driving
§ Roads not designed for traffic
§ Lack of bicycle facilities

Action Plan
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§ Consolidate and prioritize issues
§ What can we impact
§ What do we have the resources to 

impact 
§Human
§Financial

Action Plan

93

§ Consolidate and prioritize issues
§ What can we impact
§ What do we have the resources to 

impact (human and financial)
§ Goals and Objectives

Action Plan
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“The best goal – contrary to what is 
often said – will be created by 
completely ignoring how it will be 
evaluated.”

- John Carver
Creator of Policy Governance Model

Action Plan

95

Action Plan
Some Ideas

§ Selected Enforcement Locations
§ Issue: Distracted driving & Enforcement

§ Bike Rodeos/Community Outreach
§ Issue: Education

§ Complete Streets Resolution
§ Issue: Lack of Bike Facilities

96

League of Michigan Bicyclists League of Michigan Bicyclists 
ResourcesResources

nn Law Enforcement Web Site:Law Enforcement Web Site:
www.lmb.org/education.htmlwww.lmb.org/education.html

nn What Every Michigan Bicyclist Must Know What Every Michigan Bicyclist Must Know 
BookletsBooklets
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nn Law Enforcement Web Site:Law Enforcement Web Site:

www.lmb.org/education.htmlwww.lmb.org/education.html

nn What Every Michigan Bicyclist Must What Every Michigan Bicyclist Must 
Know BookletsKnow Booklets

nn Sample Written Warning CitationSample Written Warning Citation

nn Child Safety HandoutsChild Safety Handouts

League of Michigan Bicyclists League of Michigan Bicyclists 
ResourcesResources

99

Bicycle RodeosBicycle Rodeos
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Bicycle RodeosBicycle Rodeos

League of Michigan Bicyclists “Bike 
Rodeo Training Program”

101

Bicycle RodeosBicycle Rodeos

Cornell University  
http://www.bike.cornell.edu/pdf%20file
s/Bike_Rodeo_404.2.pdf

102

League of Michigan Bicyclists League of Michigan Bicyclists 
ResourcesResources

Web Site:Web Site:
www.LMB.org

Email your questions to:Email your questions to:
office@LMB.org

Phone:Phone:
888-642-4537
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Other ResourcesOther Resources
nn National Highway Traffic Safety National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration    Administration    
www.nhtsa.dot.govwww.nhtsa.dot.gov

nn International Police Mountain Bike International Police Mountain Bike 
AssociationAssociation

www.ipmba.org
nn League of American Bicyclists League of American Bicyclists 

http://www.bikeleague.orghttp://www.bikeleague.org
nn Pedestrian and Bicycle Information CenterPedestrian and Bicycle Information Center

www.bicyclinginfo.comwww.bicyclinginfo.com

104

Safe Roads for BicyclingSafe Roads for Bicycling

The League of Michigan Bicyclists thanks The League of Michigan Bicyclists thanks 
you for your support!you for your support!

Stopped by a red light!Stopped by a red light!


