The NIMS Is:

· A comprehensive national approach to incident management

· An all-hazards template for incident management

· Scalable so it may be used for all events (from day to day operations to large scale incidents)

· Standardization to allow for coordination among different jurisdictions or organizations

The NIMS Is Not:

· Only the Incident Command System (ICS)

· A response plan

· Only utilized during Incidents of National Significance

· Only applicable to certain emergencies

Incident Command System (ICS):

An integral component of NIMS, which is used by all levels of government, is the ICS. The ICS is a management system designed to enable effective and efficient domestic incident management by coordinating the combination of facilities, equipment, personnel, procedures and communications operating within a common organizational structure.
NIMS Compliancy

Compliance with the National Incident Management System (NIMS) is a prerequisite to obtaining any federal preparedness assistance (through grants, contracts, and other activities).  Federal preparedness assistance includes (but is not limited to) the Assistance to Firefighting Grant Program, the Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP), the Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) Grant Program, the CDC Public Health Emergency Preparedness Cooperative Agreement, and the Commercial Equipment Direct Assistance Program (CEDAP).  

Compliance with the NIMS includes, but is not limited to:

1. Adopting NIMS through resolution or local ordinance;

2. Training emergency responders;

3. Exercising response and recovery practices with other jurisdictions;

4. Updating and enhancing emergency plans and procedures;

5. Inventorying and typing resources;

6. Enhancing interoperable communications;
7. Using ‘plain English’ across jurisdictional boundaries; and 

8. Using the Incident Command System (ICS)
Required Training

All persons with a direct role in emergency preparedness, incident management, or response must complete NIMS and ICS training to meet NIMS compliancy.  The number of required courses will depend on the position level and responsibilities the person has during emergency incidents.  Courses are encouraged to be completed as an interactive online Web-course through the Emergency Management Institute available at: 

www.training.fema.gov/emiweb/IS/crslist.asp
Current Online Training Courses: 
IS 700: National Incident Management System (NIMS), An Introduction

IS 800: National Response Plan (NRP), An Introduction

ICS (IS) 100: Introduction to Incident Command System (ICS)

ICS (IS) 200: Basic Incident Command System (ICS)
For a complete listing of required courses and training assistance, please contact your local Emergency Management Coordinator or other sources listed on the back of this brochure.
What is The NIMS?

The NIMS is the National Incident Management System. It is intended to provide “a systematic, proactive approach guiding government agencies at all levels, private-sector, and nongovernmental organizations to work seamlessly to efficiently and effectively manage the consequences of domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size, or complexity, in order to reduce the loss of life and property”.  Based upon this goal, the NIMS consists of six components:

· Command and Management (ICS);

· Preparedness;

· Resource Management;

· Communications and Information Management;

· Ongoing Management and Maintenance; and

· Supporting Technologies

“The NIMS uses a system approach to integrate the best existing processes and methods into a unified national framework for incident management”

“The NIMS is designed so that local jurisdictional authorities retain command, control, and authority over response”
NIMCAST

Available to all entities (state, local, and tribal governments, private sector, non-governmental and volunteer organizations) is an online tool referred to as the NIMCAST (National Incident Management Capability Assessment Support Tool) which allows one to assess their organization’s current incident management capabilities and determine what additional actions are needed to participate in NIMS.  The NIMCAST consists of 75 yes/no questions. The system is available to anyone, however access must be granted by the state administrative agency.  For account setup, please send name, agency and email information to Jim Reardon at: reardonj@michigan.gov.


Need More Information?

www.fema.gov/nims
NIMS-Integration-Center@dhs.gov

NIMS Compliancy Questions:
Jim Reardon, MSP/EMHSD reardonj@michigan.gov
NIMS Training Questions:

Sgt. Mike Johnson, MSP/EMHSTC
johnsonmw@michigan.gov
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