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Educating the Driving Public
Kelly A. Nantel, Vice President, NSC
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Automotive Safety Technology
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M-V Deaths, U.S., 1993-2015

Traffic deaths climb 8%

Highest one-year jump in 50 years



3

© 2015 National Safety Council

Active Safety Features Provide 

Huge Potential Benefits

• IIHS estimates:
– 32% decrease in crashes
– 21% decrease in injuries
– 31% decrease in fatalities

• Boston Consulting Group estimates:
– A reduction of 9,900 fatalities a year
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Opportunity: Pent-up Demand for New 

Vehicles – 16-18 million cars/year

Average
Age of U.S.
Fleet: 11.5 years
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What does this icon 

represent?
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TPMS
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Lane Departure Warning
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Drowsiness Alert
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Why This Initiative?
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Understanding what drivers know: 

Our national survey 

• Web Survey – GfK Panel 

• Total of 2,015 completions

• Nationally representative 
dataset 
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• 40% reported their vehicle had acted in 
a way that startled them or in a manner 
they did not expect

• 33% sought information to understand 
why their vehicle behaved the way it did 

Vehicle Experience 
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Bottom Line: Drivers Are Uncertain

While drivers had exposure to ALL of the 
technologies, there was significant 

uncertainty about all of the them
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The Solution:
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Self driving car - 1957

Self driving car - 2015
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MCDW Strategy: Reach consumers 

when they are thinking about driving
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Website
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Explainers
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Why Now?
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Current Headlines
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Current Headlines
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Connecting with us

• Follow us on 
• Share MyCarDoesWhat.org – as a trusted, 

credible, non-branded source of 
information

• Tell us what you think!


