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New Operating While Intoxicated Statute: “High BAC” 
 
Under MCL 257.625(1)(c), anyone operating a motor vehicle with a bodily alcohol content of 0.17% or higher will 
face enhanced penalties.  Thus, there are now three tiers of alcohol-related offenses:  Operating While Visibly 
Impaired, Operating While Intoxicated, and Operating with a High Bodily Alcohol Content.   
 
The new “High BAC” statute goes into effect on October 31, 2010. 
 
Penalties for the High BAC offense include a maximum of 180 days in jail, fines, community service, and six points 
on the offender’s driving record.  A High BAC conviction also requires mandatory, court-appointed alcohol 
rehabilitation.   
 
The High BAC statute should only be used with first offenses.  This is because penalties for OWI Second Offense 
and OWI Third Offense are more severe than the penalties for High BAC.   
 
By statute, restricted driver’s licenses issued under this new statute must require an Interlock device.  It is 
anticipated that there will be a surge in vehicles with Interlock devices in Michigan, and there are a number of new 
statutes involving the use of Interlock devices.  Those statutes will be covered in the next Field Update.   
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