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Strategic Highway Safety Plan 
Target Zero 

 Zero by 2030 
 The Four E’s 
 Data-Driven 

Priorities 
 Motorcycles 
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Strategic Highway Safety Plan 
Target Zero 

All Traffic Fatalities 
 2002: 658 
 2012: 444 
 2013: 435* 
Motorcycle Fatalities 
 2002: 53 
 2012: 82 
 2013: 73* 

*2013 data preliminary 
 Source: FARS 
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Motorcycle Safety and Enforcement 

 
Promoting Training and Licensing 

Promoting Safe and Legal Riding Practices 
 

Through 
 

Public Education 
Traffic Law Enforcement  

 



Sociology 101 

 Rational Choice Theory 
 Analysis of Cost vs. Benefit 

 
 Deterrence Theory 
 It’s all about the sanction 
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Sociology 101 

Salzburg and Moffat 
“Ninety-Five Percent: Law, Policy and Programs 

to Promote Seatbelt Use in Washington” 
 

 Sanction was immediate, likely and significant 
 

 Behaviors changed 
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2005: The Sky is Falling! 

 From 1997 to 2005 
 Motorcycle 

Registrations up 74% 
 1997:   94,081 
 2005: 163,304 

 Motorcycle Fatalities up 
164% 
 1997:  28 
 2005:  74 

Assumption:  The recent increase in motorcycle 
fatalities correlates directly with increase in riding 
population. 

(Not true) 



Just the Facts! 
 The most common contributing factors are: 
 

 Lane error 
 Speeding 
 Alcohol 
 Inattention 
 

 51% of fatalities involve drug and/or alcohol 
impairment. 

 39% of fatally injured riders had no endorsement. 
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Just the Facts! 
 Most fatalities occur during daylight hours, in dry 

weather, between April and September. 
 More than half are single-vehicle crashes. 
 Approximately 75% caused by motorcycle rider. 

 

Data Source: WSDOT, DOL, NHTSA/FARS: 1993 – 2004 Collision Data 

 

“The task force concluded that, while 
there are multiple contributions to 
motorcycle crashes that result in 
fatalities or serious injuries, it appears 
that the most important factors are within 
the control of the rider.  Efforts to reduce 
fatalities and serious injuries should 
focus on rider skill and behavior.” 
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Motorcycle Safety Task Force 

 Report published June 2006 
 Recommendations in three areas: 
 Rider Education 
 Public Awareness 
 Accountability and  
   Enforcement 
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Accountability and Enforcement 
 Impound motorcycles operated by non-endorsed 

riders 
 

 Link registration database to endorsement 
database 
 

 Notify unendorsed owners of the requirement  
   for an endorsement 
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Going Further… 
 WSP – Four areas of focus 

 

Legislation 

Officer 
Training Enforcement 

Public 
Education/ 
Outreach 
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WSP Response 
 Public Education and Media Relations 
 Proactive 
 Reactive 
 Community Events 
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Response 
 Enforcement 

 Collision Causing Violations 
 DUI 
 Speeding 
 Reckless Driving 
 Lane Splitting 

 Endorsements 
 Helmets 
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Response 
 Legislation 

 Senate Bill 5134: Authorizes  
police officers to impound 
vehicles operated by drivers 
without specially endorsed 
licenses (effective July 2007). 

 



20 

Response 

 
 Officer Training 

 

 WTSC Roll Call Video 
 IADLEST MSET 

Training 
 Helmet Identification 
 Impaired Riders 
 Violation Guides 
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IADLEST/NHTSA 
MSET Training 

 Introduction 
 Motorcycle Types and 

Characteristics 
 Laws: Equipment and 

Operation 
 Officer/Motorcyclist Safety 
 Crash Investigation 
 DUI Detection 
 Helmets 
 Public Education 
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Helmet Identification 

 FMVSS 218 
(49 CFR 571.218) 
 NHTSA Video on 

Youtube. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qApOMOVfZ-g�


Detection of DUI Motorcyclists 

 NHTSA (2010) 
 1,000 DUI cases 
 14 riding cues 
 “Excellent” cues 
 “Good” cues 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NksmYhUVShY�


Officer’s Guide to  
Motorcycle Safety 

 
 Laminated Card 
 Safety Facts 
 Common Violations  
 Resources 
 Fits in Ticket Book 
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Motorcycle Violation Guides 
Examples: 

 
 RCW 46.16A.200 
 License plate must 

be attached to rear, 
horizontally 
mounted and 
plainly read 
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Motorcycle Violation Guides 
Examples: 

 RCW 46.61.611 
 Handlebars may be 

no more than 30” 
higher than seat 

 “Ape Hangers” 
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Motorcycle Violation Guides 
Examples: 

 RCW 46.37.530 
 Two mirrors 

required 
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Motorcycle Violation Guides 
Examples: 

 WAC 204-21-060 
 Turn signals 

spacing 
requirements 

 After 1973 must be 
16 inches apart 
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Response 

 Motorcycle Profiling 
 ESB 5242 (2011) 
 RCW 43.101.419 
 Training 
 Policy 
 Definition 
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1. Motorcycle Helmets 
2. Alcohol Impairment 
3. Motorcycle Rider 

Licensing and Training 
4. Communications and 

Outreach 
 



NHTSA/MSF 
National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety 

 Law Enforcement is 
responsible for ensuring 
compliance with laws and 
regulations intended to 
promote and maintain 
highway safety, and in an 
integral component of 
motorcycle safety. 
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NHTSA/MSF 
National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety 

Recommendations: 
 Educate LE and Judicial 

Officials 
 Include LE in Program 

Assessments 
 Crash Data Collection 
 Crash Investigation 

Training 
 Sanctions for Motorists 
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Mike Turcott, Administrator           

Washington Department of Licensing 
(360) 902-0180 

mturcott@dol.wa.gov 
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