
2011 MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

DEFINITION

Motor Vehicle TheŌ is the theŌ or aƩempted theŌ of 
a self-propelled vehicle that runs on land and not on 
rails.  "Joy Riding" is included in this classificaƟon.  
Carjacking is not included, it is classified as a 
Robbery.

ANALYSIS

VOLUME
The number of motor vehicle theŌ offenses 
commiƩed in Michigan for 2011 was 25,048.  This is 
a reported decrease of 6.8 percent from 2010 and a 
39.6 percent decrease since 2007.  

The largest number of offenses occurred in the 
month of July and the least amount were commiƩed 
in February.   

RATE
The crime rate for this offense was 253 for every 
100,000 persons.  In 2010, the crime rate was 272 
per 100,000 persons.  

CLEARANCES
Law enforcement agencies cleared 1,822 incidents 
by an arrest or excepƟonal clearance out of the 
24,618 incidents reported.  This calculates to a 7.4 
percent clearance rate.  In 2010, the clearance rate 
was 7.1 percent.    

NATURE
In 2011, 24,048 actual vehicles were stolen.  There 
were 1,482 aƩempted offenses.  The FBI determines 
the total number of vehicles stolen by combining 
these two figures.  That would mean that 25,530 
Motor Vehicle TheŌs occurred in 2011.  Total 
property loss values for all motor vehicles was 
$101,230,097.  

More vehicles are stolen on Mondays than any other 
day of the week.

1,964 

1,343 

1,937 
2,010 

2,154 
2,330 

2,576 
2,460 

2,096 2,123 2,047 
2,008 

 -

 500

 1,000

 1,500

 2,000

 2,500

 3,000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Offenses by Month

41,502 

35,467 

29,647 
26,875 25,048 

 -

 10,000

 20,000

 30,000

 40,000

 50,000

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

5 Year Trends

Vehicle Type # Stolen # Recovered

Recovery 

Rate

Automobiles 19,948      9,660             48.4%

Buses 5                   5                        100.0%

Other Motor Vehicles 1,504         340                  22.6%

Trucks 2,239         75                     3.3%

Recreationa l Vehicles 352             1,190             338.1%

Grand Tota ls 24,048      11,270          46.9%
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