STATE OF MICHIGAN
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Statement on Senate Bills 473-476 -
Priority Schools L egislation

Mr. Warren moved, seconded by Mr. Austin, that the State Board of Education adopt the
following statement regarding the Senate priority schools legidation:

Current State Board Efforts

The State Board of Education recognizes that some public school buildings and districts
require dramatic improvement. The State Board has adopted as its current strategic goal
“substantial and meaningful improvement in academic achievement in chronically
underperforming schools.” Based onthetestimony of nationally recognized experts, the State
Board has established five task forcesto devel op policies around critical pathways of school
improvement. Moreover, the Department of Education, under the direction of the State
Board, is currently reforming the state school accreditation framework consistent with the
goals of setting high standards, assessing performance along multiple measures, and
possessing effective state intervention strategies to boost academic achievement of students
attending unaccredited schools.

Priority Schools L egislation

By passing Senate Bills 473-476 (commonly referred to as the priority schools hills), the
Senate made a laudable effort to identify schools failing to meet minimum thresholds of
learning performance, using multiple measures to assess school success. The hills also
provideabroader set of intervention strategiesto boost academi ¢ achievement than currently
available under state law. Accordingly, the Senate should be commended for itsinitiative
to raise academic achievement in chronically underperforming schools. Unfortunately, the
bills' proposals to create a new system of accountability and a new School Improvement
Board add unnecessary, redundant layers of bureaucracy that infringes our Constitution in
connection with the leadership and general supervision of public schools. A better course
would be to integrate the essential components of the proposed priority schools framework
into the existing accreditation system.

Recommendations

The Legidature, State Board, and Department of Education should partner to develop a
single, clear, and consistent performance and accountability framework for Michigan schools
by improving the existing accreditation system to include: (1) the essential components of
the proposed priority schoolsframework, (2) asingle set of high performance standards and
accountability measures, and (3) powerful and swift intervention strategies to support
improving learning in unaccredited schools. In addition, the revised accreditation system
should adhere to the Michigan Constitution by maintaining the leadership and general
supervision of the accreditation system with the State Board and the Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

The motion carried unanimously.

Adopted August 23, 2001




	Statement on Senate Bills 473-476 -Priority Schools Legislation



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		priorityschoolslegislation_16449_7.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Michael Flaminio


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
