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UPPER PENINSULA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE

The Upper Pen_insula Economic Devel-
opment Alliance (UPEDA) held their Janu-
ary membership meeting at the Country
Kitchen in Ishpeming on January 18, The
meeting was well attended with more than
50 members and

guests.

Joe  Esbrook,
Director of Busi-
ness Development
for Michigan
Works! The _J'ob :
Force Board, was
sworn in as Presi-
dent for the up--
coming three-year
term.

Other high-
lights of the meet-
ing included in-
depth information on tourism and its im-

- pact on the Upper Peninsula economy by

Steve Masters, Board Member of Upper
Peninsula Tourism Association and Execu-
tive Director of Bays De Noc Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau (CVB); Pat Black, Di-
rector of Marquette CVB; and Dave Lo-

Andrew Beck (left) passes the gavel to new
UPEDA President, Joe Esbrook.

renz, Director of Travel Michigan.

In the afternoon, the group was given
an update on the activities of Michigan
Economic Development Corporation by
Dave Morris, Manager Strategic Research
Information Technology. Updates on
Michigan Regional Skills Alliances includ-
irrg"ﬂgéﬁl?a; Manufacturing, Constric-
tion and Skilled Trades, Forestry and Tim-

ber Products and Tourism were given by
representatives from each group.

Additionally, James Anderson, Director
LaiEs of Quality Assur-
~ ance for Michigan
. Works!" The Job

Force Board pro-

vided an update

of the Governor’s
218t Century
- Workforce Initia-
tive. All three Up-
per  Peninsula
Workforece
Development
Boards are work-
ing together fto
reach the goals of
this initiative.

The mission of the UPEDA is to en-
hance, link and promote the unique aspects
of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula as the supe-
rior location in which to invest and con-
duct business. For more information visit
www. UPEDA org.

Contact us toll-free! 1-800-285-WORKS!



