Michigan Regional Skills Alliance 

2007 RFP Pre-Bid Webinar

Questions & Answers

1. How many employers are applicants expected to have?

         There is no set number of required employers.  It depends a lot on the selected industry and how large a presence the industry has in the applicant region.  Applications that have the majority of the employers of the selected region involved in the MiRSA will score higher.  

2. Is this RFP targeting specific industry sectors and trying to address sectors that are underutilized?

         The industry sector is determined at a local level by the employers involved.  Through a cluster analysis process, the selected region should be able to identify what industries are growing, declining, competitive, etc.   The data to conducted a cluster analysis is available on the Labor Market Information (LMI) website at:  http://www.milmi.org/ 

3. Does there need to be a narrative section for the budget as well as the budget form?

   Yes.  You will need to complete the budget form (Exhibit C) as well as a clear, concise narration of the sustainability plan.  It does not need to lengthy; it is included in the 10-page limit of the application.  

4. Are administration costs allowed?

Administrative costs should be clearly identified in the budget.  

5. What is meant by the time frames?

        The times frames are defined as Year 1, Year 2, Year 3.

6. What is the match percentage requirement?

        There is no limit.  We are looking for commitment from employers and other partners.

7. For Exhibit A, do you want the partners listed and then identified in the narrative?

Exhibit A is to identify partners that are common between the proposed MiRSA and the Creating the 21st Century Workforce: Developing Coordinated Regional Strategies partners.  You should list the common partners in Exhibit A, and then in the narrative you should detail the common goals and measures.  

8. We will be able to download the Power Point presentation?

        Yes.  The entire Webinar, including the PowerPoint will be posted on the MiRSA website at www.michigan.gov/rsa as soon as possible.  

9. What is the maximum funding that we can apply for if we want to keep our existing RSA and also expand into another sub-group?

    The State of Michigan recognizes that employers may identify the need to expand the geographic region of an industry sector and/or broaden current MiRSA activities as employers identify other workforce issues that need to be addressed.  Therefore, applications for a MiRSA designation that are within the same industry sector and similar geographic region will be reviewed if:

1. The New MiRSA is proposing to merge with an existing MiRSA to:

a. Expand the industry base

b. Expand the region

c. The existing MiRSA is expanding the geographic region or the industry base.

Although there is not a maximum amount of funding you may apply for, the average request for funding is expected to be between $80,000 - $90,000.

