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Date:

March 28, 2002

Bill Number:
Senate Bill 385 (Enrolled)

Sponsor:
Senator Ken Sikkema

Purpose:  Senate Bill 385 would amend the Revised School Code by reducing the number of signatures required on the nominating petition for a school board election.

Major Provisions:

· A candidate for a local or intermediate school board shall be nominated by a petition signed by a minimum of six and maximum of 20 if the local or intermediate school district’s population is less than 10,000.  A minimum of 40 and maximum of 100 signatures are needed if the local or intermediate school district’s population is more than 10,000. 

· Instead of filing a nominating petition, a candidate may pay a nonrefundable $100 fee to the secretary of the local or intermediate school board.

Arguments For:

· In 1999, Public Act 218 added section 168.544f to the Michigan Election Law to prescribe the number of signatures necessary for nominating petitions for various state and local offices, based upon the population of the district involved.  The bill would amend the Revised School Code to be consistent with the Michigan Election Law.
· The lower signature requirement and allowing a candidate to pay a filing fee instead of a nominating petition may encourage more candidates to run for a school board position.
·  The bill would result in fewer nominating petitions, therefore, fewer signatures to verify.   
Arguments Against:

· The bill may make it easier for a candidate with limited support to be elected as a school board member.

Suggested Amendments:  None.

Fiscal Impact to State:  None.
Fiscal Impact to Local Unit of Government:  The local or intermediate school board would receive the revenue from the $100 filing fee.

Administrative Rules Requirement:  None.

Departments Impacted:  Department of Education.

Background Information: 

Senator Ken Sikkema introduced a similar bill (SB 1284) in 2000.  The bill was not enacted.  

