STATE OF MICHIGAN
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

POLICIES FOR AFFIRMING SERVICE LEARNING

All Michigan citizens have the critical responsiioiiity to participate in community and civic life. The
State Board of Education reaffirms the fundamental role of K-12 education in preparing cach

generation for active, informed citizenstiip.

We recognize the integrai role and exempiary efforts of Micingan schools in (teveioping creative ways

to make iearning ti'irougi'i service important components to a quaiity education.

Service iearning is a teaci'iing/iearning strategy that integrates service to the community and
volunteerism into the core academic curriculum in a way that iieips students make real-world
connections between their academic studies and soiving community proioiems. Service iearning gives

Stu(tents answers.

Tociay, approximateiy one-third of put)iic elementary and secon(tary schools use service iearning in

their educational programs nationaiiy. Service iearning is currentiy improving schools.

Organizations that advocate for service iearning standards have worked tireiessiy to organize lessons
that support the izey role of pui)iic education in our (iemocracy, the preparation of iznowie(igeai)ie

leaders, and supporting future citizen participation in society for the common gooci.

Service Learning is in ieeeping with State Board of Education poiicies on Character, Famiiy
Involvement, Safe Sctloois, Effective Learning Environments, Prevention of Buiiying, and

Encouraging Tolerance in Public Schools.

POLICIES

We believe that Service Learning is a valuable tool that address the iong term goais of quaiity student
academic achievement, workforce readiness , safe and secure iearning environments, and a
strengtiienect ciemocracy and civil society. Therefore, it is the policy of the State Board of Bducation

to encourage pu]:)iic schools to integrate service learning components into the classroom learning

environment.

We accept that service iearning lesson pianning and integration into the classroom iearning
environment is an effort worttiy of further replication, a(ioption and stu(iy. Teacher-tested,
standards-based lessons and resources can provicte iiigii quaiity, student- trienctiy academic units of
stu(iy (iirectiy aiigne(i with the Mictiigan Curriculum Framework. Therefore, it is the policy of the
State Board of Bducation that put)iic schools research and utilize service iearning as a powertui

teaching method that can tieip to make iearning exciting, meanindtui, reievant, and iasting for all

stuctents .




We know that with the i'ieip of teaciiei's, service iearning lessons can promote new ienowiecige and
un(ierstan(iing that will translate critical concepts in a structured age-appropriate way to children as
part of their education in democratic citizenship. Therefore, it is the policy of the State Board of

Education to encourage Miciligan teachers to select and integrate academic lessons from service-

iearning activities to enrich student uncierstanciing of civil society and the role of free peopie in a
(iemocracy.

These Policies for Aﬂirming Service Learning are gui(ieiines for local schools as tiley work to achieve
a positive iearning atmospiiere for all Miciiigan children. These Policies shall also serve as the poiicy
framework for the Department of E(iucation, as well as programs in other state administrative
agencies over which the State Board of Education possesses poiicymaizing autiiority. The State
Board shall also use this poiicy framework to cleveiop recommendations for the Legisiature, the
Governor, and state agencies; to formulate grant criteria; and to cieveiop and impiement other State

Board programs, activities, and poiicies.
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