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February 6 ,  1980 

Elr. Cioward A1 tman 
Director  of Elect ions  
Oakla~ld County Clerk Office 
Pont iac ,  Ilichigan 48053 

Dear. Rr. A1 tman: 

You have requested i n  i n t e rp r e t a t i on  o-f tile Caiilpaigrl Finance Act ("ttie Ac t" ) ,  1 3 

197G PA 398,  a s  amended, regardi 119 t h e  t r a n s f e r  of funds between tv~o candida t  
coniriii t t e e s  of-' tlie sacie person. ' .  

Sect ion 45(1)  of t he  Act (McL 169.245(1)) s t a t e s :  

"A persan .clay tra.nsfpr any uncxpendetl . -funtls fro111 1 candida-te 
coinnli t toe t o  anottier candi date coriirni t tee  o  F t h a t  person i f  tile U@ 

c0ntr.i  bution 1  irnits j~rescr ibed i n  sec t ion  52 f o r  -the candiclate 
comtnittee receiving the  funds a r e  equal to. or- q r ea t c r  than -the 
con-tr ibution 1  irni t s  f o r  the cnncli date coillilii t t c e  t r ans fe r r inq  
the funrls ant1 i-F the candidate co~ririiittees a r c  s i i i~ul taneo~ts ly  

.. , held by tile sam;! person." 

You ask i  F t h i s  ldna!rage prohibi t s  a  t r an s f e r  of funtls fro111 a  cantl itla t e  
corlln~i l t e o  f o r  a local  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  t o  a  candidate cornnii t t c e  fo r  a  
s t a t e  e l e c t i v e  o r f i c e .  

A11 s t a t e  e l e c t i v e  o.ffices d re  sub jec t  to  coiitributioti I i rn i ta t ions  provided ~ f i  

i n  sec t ion  52 of the  Act ( !KL 169.252); the  Act se t s  no contr ibut ion 
1  in-i t a t i o n s  on loca l  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s .  In view o f  the  l a t t e r  f a c t ,  a  local  3 
candiclatc coniini t - tee  has an unl irii-i ted con t r i  bu-Lion 1 irni t a t i on  and, conscquet~t ly ,  
can receive  poter i t ia l ly  f a r  l a rge r  c o ~ ~ t r i b u t i o n s  tllari a s t a t e  candidate 
comrl~i t t ee .  

ThcrePore, pursuant to  sec.tion 4 5 ( 1 ) ,  frcnds may bc t rans fe r red  fro111 an i n d i -  
vidual ' s  s t a t e  candida t c  coli~iiii t t e c  t o  tha t  person 's  local  candidate coilitnittee, 
b u t  funcls may not be ti-ansferred froill the loca l  candidate con11n.i t t e c  Lo the 
s t a t e  candidate  cornnli t tee. 
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February G ,  1980 

T f ~ i s  response i s  inforni~tiolial otily and  does n o t  constitute a declaratory 
rill ing. f 
Very t\-y-)y yours, 

Phi 11 i p  T. irangos, Director 
O f f i c e  of /learings and leg is la ti or^ 




