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January 2 3 ,  1980 

Mr. Edward Chniel e?/s ki 
ZOb South Harrison 
Saginarv, lslichigan 38632 

Dear Mr. Chmielewski: 

This i s  in response t o  your inquiry concerning the Campaign Finance Act ( " t h e  Act") ,  
1976 P . A .  388, as amnded,  with resp3ct t o  d isbursments  from an off iceholder  expens? 
fund f o r  the purpose of becoming a  ;ember of a  i r a te rna i  organization. 

Spec i f i c a l l y ,  you ask whether an officeholder expense fund may be used f o r  t he  purpose 
of jo ining a  f r a t e rna l  organizat ion.  

I I 

Sect ion 49 of the Act ( K L A  9169.249) authorizes an elected pub1 i c  o f f i c i a l  t o  
e s t ab l i sh  an off iceholder  expense fund. The fund may be used fo r  expenses incident;: 
to  the  person 's  o f f i c e .  The fund aay not be used t o  make contr ibut ions  and expendi- 
tu res  to f u r t he r  the nomination c r  e lec t ion of t ha t  public o f f i c i a l .  

I n  a  March 2 1 ,  1978,  l e t t e r  t o  Representative Raymond W. Hood as  t o  whether o f f i c e  
holder expense fund nonie; may be used t o  pay fo r  the sponsorship of a  baseball tea?,  
the Department s t a t e d ,  " I t  has not seen uncoanon f c r  an e lected pbblic o f f i c i a l  cs 
sponscr a t h l e t i c  t ~ ~ i ~ s .  I t  may be obsi3rvc3d t h ; Z  t h ?  iz?xpe::diturc oF c:c:;i?s f o r  t i l t s  
pur-pose by an off icehold2r  i s  o f t23  nscassi tated by, and therefore  i i lc ia . ; l \ t~ i  t o ,  t i l e  

pcrso :~  ' s  o f f i c e .  Consequently, ftinC: in you? officehol dzr exFense f u n d  c a y  5 2  used 
f o r  sponsorship of a  baseball team." 

In a  Plarch 21 , 1975, response t o  Senat3r Kerry Karner as t o  vrhether an officehoi der 
expense fund could be used t o  finance 2 d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  t o  be used for Senate business ,  
the Department in allowing the disbursement reasoned t ha t  " i t  i s  the obligation of 
an e lec ted public o f f i c i a l  t o  serve el ' fect ively his  or her ccns t i tuenrs .  The ?ro- 
viding of gov f rn~en t a l  services  and inior3ation t o  the e l e c to r a t2  is  an in tegral  pa r t  
of an o f f i c e h ~ l d e r ' s  du t ies  and r e spcns ib i l i t i e s . "  

in y e t  another Marcn 2 1 ,  1978, r2s;cnse to Senator Gary G .  Corbin, who asked whether 
t i c k e t s  t o  o thzr  candidates fundraisers could be purchased \with monies frcrn an 
o f f i c e h o l d e ~ ' ~  expense fund, the b p a r t ~ e n t  s t a t e d ,  " I t  hss been custom and t r a d i i i c c  
f o r  incumbenr public o f f i c i a l s  t o  ~ u r c h a s e  t i cke t s  to the f u n d ~ a i s z r s  of o ther  
candidates f o r  poi i  t i c a l  c ~ f f i c e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  nay be s ta ted  the expznditure of ysnies 
f o r  t h i s  pui-pose by an  elected p u b l i c  o f f i c i z l  i s  often n ~ c e s s i t a t e d  b ;~ ,  and t hewfo re  
incidenta l  t o ,  the 7e rson ' s  o i f i c e .  " 

In each c f  thes? e:tzrr:plss, t h e  c ~ r ; . ~ : :  cner;;e in perzi t t i c g  the ciisburselnent i s  ti7.z . , , .  , . , . .  tile e;ip?nse ; -; -,;-as; ~i 9 1 ~  ? as;scia:?c :.!? ;h or neces:;: t a t &  b y ,  zrid t ierefor-2 
L I incidefital t9, ~ n e  ::glding o f  p : ~ b :  l c  ~ f f i c e .  The joinin? 9f s f ra ternal  or,;anizaticn 

. . 
is'- Jn- a c t i v i  ti -.n:;ar;?j ; f ,  5j ~ e ~ c s n s  ;insthet- tney a?.? o-fflcehoiders or riot. 
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While invoivefient in an organization may fu r the r  an o f f i ceho lder ' s  contact  
with the community, i t  should be noted t ha t  joining such organizations a l so  
develops and enhances social  re la t ionships  which have l i t t l e  o r  nothing t o  do 
with holding pub1  i c  o f f i c e .  Consequently, in order t o  use o f f i cho lder  expense 
fund monies f o r  rnemb2rship dues or other organizational f e e s ,  i t  must be de te r -  
mined t ha t  joining a  pa r t i cu l a r  o r g a n i z a t i ~ n  i s  incidental t o  the  person 's  o f f i c e .  

This l e t t e r  i s  informational only and does n o t  cons t i tu te  a dec la ra to ry  rul ing. 

Very t r u l y  yours,  

Office o f  Hearings & Legisl t ion 




