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' , T h j s  responds t o  your  l e t t e r  of July 19,. 1977, requesting a .  declaratdby.: , ' ':, . , . 
. . .  ruling concer,ning.P.A. 388 of.l976'.(I1The . . Act",).' , . . . . .  . . . . d; 

.. , . . . . , . . 
Y O U  s t a t e  tha t  you >re  a Trustee of the 1onia School Board a n d  t h a t  you . 1 ..' .' . . 

a re  "having . problems" i n  f i  1 i  ng your Statement of 0rgani.za'tioni '"'".7's?' ;-<; , . 
. '  . _  . . : 

I t  i s  the ~epartmbnt ' s  understanding tha t  your l e t t e r  asks three quest.ions. 
a 

. . Succinctly s ta ted ,  they are:  / 
I r  / / .  

. . . 
. - . ( I  ) M u s t  you '1 ist- a. "bank>r other deposi toky on y0u.r Statement. 

of Organization i f  you have no contri  b u t  i ons o r  expenditures? . 

- ( 2 )  Was the d u e  date of required f i l i n g s  changed t o  December 1 ,  
19.77? . . . . 

. . 
0 .  . 

(3 )  I s .  a declaratory ruling binding upon yourself and- the county' 
. c lerk?  . - 

. . . . 
. . . . .  

As to your f i r s t  question, the-  Department has determined t h a t  the Act requires . . 

tha t  yo'u m u s t  '1 i s  a bank or. .ether depository on your Statement of Organization 
but t h a t  you need not open an' account a t  the l i s t e d  deposi to,ry unless 'you :. 

. receive or expend rnon~y to  influence your- ~orni'nation . . 'or- e lect ion.  1 .  

\ - .  
. . ' 

As to  your second quest ion,  the ~ t t o r n p ~  General-, i n  a 1e.t ter o ~ i n i o n  t o  . 
the Department dated June 8, '1977, has i .ldicated tha t  the ' l a t e .  f i l i n g  fees i n  .- 

t h e .  Act a re  considered penal t i e s  which are nqt..in e f fec t  until  December 1 ,  1977. ' 

However, the -effective date of the penal t i e s  does not a f f e c t - t h e  date on w h i c f i  - . 
- .  your Statemen$ or  Report i s  due., . -  . . . .  

. . 
. . . . 

The  above questions upon which you request a-declaratory ruling are actual3y 
questions of interpretat ion of .-the Act  and ' not 'q'uestibns concern.i'ng the - 
appl icabi 1-ity of the Act to  a particul &r factual s i tupt ion.  . Dec1arato.ry rul ings 

- may only be made upon. the . l a t t e r  and not gpon questions. seeking interpretat ions.  
of the Act. ' Consequently, this l e t ~ e v '  should .be considered . . informational as to  . 
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< .  , . . - .  ' the interpretatipi(3) re l ied  upon by the ~ e f a r t r n e ~ t  i n  i t s  enforcement o f  the' ,. 
. J  . . , :- .: . : Act, ' ,and not .a. declara tory .ru1 ing . . Therefore, i t  .is .unnecessa'ry f o r  ,the : - . . .  

. . - .Departmen% to answer your third quest i o n  as ' . to  who woul cf be bou'nd by;.the i :.. ! ' 

. . 
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