
.,Q " ' -=? 

; M I , C H I C k N  D E P r \ R T / . \ E N T  O F  S T A T E  
i _ b __ _. --.. .. - . -- -- -- - - .------=--.:.:...- . . ...- . . - . - --- -  - - - - - . . - - . . - - . - - - . . - . . - - . . . . . . . - .- -. . - - . - - .- . -- . .-- -. - . - .- . . . . . - - - . - - .. - - - - . . . - . - 

RlCt-fARD Ha A'clSTIN SECnETAhY OF STATE . .. . . - -- -- ---- 
0 -- 

r n r c t l I c A b I  4 8 9 1  u 
s'rAT[r: TFIEASCIRY UUILDING 

Ju ly  7 ,  1978 

Mr. Nil 1  iam S.  Ea~erard 
Route $1 
No1 ve r i ne ,  Michigan 49799 

Dear Elr. Everard: 

T h i s  i s  i n  response t o  your th ree  separate  requests  of May 2 ,  1978, concerning 
the  appl i cab i l  i t y  of the i den t i f i c a t i on  requirements of the  Campdign Finance 
.4ct ( " t he  Act" ) ,  P.A.  388 of 1'376, a s  anended, t o  various adver t i s ing  s p e c i a l t i e s .  

The f i r s t  inquiry  concerns the  necess i ty  of an i den t i f i c a t i on  on p l a s t i c  d i s c s .  
commonly sold under the  t rade  name of Frisbee.  You s t a t e  t h a t  copy i s  s i lk-screened 
on these  d i s c s  and, the re fore ,  small type s i z e s  do not reproduce wel l .  Fur ther ,  
imprint area i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  the  cen te r  port ion and ranges from 4" t o  4 : /2"  
i n  d iameter ,  depending on the s i z e  of the d i s c  se lec ted .  According t5 the  
ca ta log  shee t  included in your request ,  th ree  diameter s i z e s  are offered - 7 1 / 4 " ,  
8 3/4",  and 9 1 / 4 " .  In add i t ion ,  you mention an i den t i f i c a t i on  would force  c o ~ y  
i n t o  curved l e t t e r i n g  wh ich  increases  the cos t  of the a r t i c l e .  

Your second request  involves c lo th  pot holders ,  6" x 6" and 7 "  x 7 " ,  f o r  1vhich 
you s t a t e  an ider ic i f ica t ion would appear i l l e g i b l e  because of the problem of 
p r in t ing  on the  rough surface  of the  c lo th .  Ycu ind ica te  in order for  t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t o  be readable,  l a rge  s i z e  type would be necessary. Space 
l im i t a t i ons  se rve  to  make .the use of l a rge  type inprac t i c a l .  

Your third request  involves two samples of pol i  t i c a l  adver t i s ing  cards .  On2 
sample, ~ h i c h  measures 3 3/4" x 2 1 /4" ,  has the p ic tu re  of a  candidate on the  
i7ro?it s i de  and the name and various campaiqn posi t ions  of t he  candidate printed 
gn the reverse s i d e .  The second sample, s im i l a r  in s i z e ,  opens in the  middle 
t o  d i sp lay  a monthly calendar of 1978. 

Section 47 of t h e  Act (MCLA § 169.247) requires  printed mat ter  having reference 
to  a  candidate t o  bear the  name and address of the person paying for the  ~ ~ a t t c r - .  
The provision s t a t e s ,  however, t h a t  ru les  rnay be pro~ilulgated t o  exenipt items 
f rcm the required i den t i f i c a t i on .  Rule 169.36 of the General Rules, pro;nnl  gated 
by the Secre tary  of S t a t e  p u r s u a n t  t o  author i ty  conferred by Section :5 o f  t h e  
Ac t  [ I ICLA b 169.215) and havinc~ the e f f e c t  of l a w ,  exenipts campaigr! i t c n ~ s ,  the  
sSze o f  which makes i t  u n r e s ~ o r ~ a b l z  t o  add a n  iden- t j f i ca t ion .  
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I n  i t 5  ro l e  as  principal  administrator- of the Act, th? Department determines 
i t  w o ~ l d  h ?  unreasonable t o  require  p r in t ing  o f  an i d en t i f i c a t i on  on p l a s t i c  
d i s c s  of the  type i n d i c a t e d  i n  your request  i n  instarices w h ~ r e  the  or in t ing 
i s  done by a s i lk-screened process.  S i m i l a r l y ,  c lo th  pot holders o f  the  type 
presented in your secorld inquiry a r e  a1 so exempted from the  iden t i f i ca t ion  
reqc~i t-ements f o r  t he  same t-eason. 

However, the pol i  t i c a l  adver t i s ing  cards described in your t h i rd  query nus t  
bear t h e  i d en t i  f i c a t i on  required by the  Act. I t  i s  n o t  unreasonable 5n t h i s  
ins tance  t o  requ i re  the p r in t ing  o f  t h ?  i d en t i f i c a t i on .  

Secre tary  o f  S t a t e  


