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RICHARD H. AUSTIN a SECRETARY OF STATE 

S T A T E  T R E A S U n Y  O U l L D l N Q  

August 21, 1979 

Mr. t/lichael Fa r r e l l  , Chai rrnan 
Ingham County Demqcratic Party 

Comrni t t e e  
Office of Senator William Faust 
S t a t e  Capitol 
Lansing, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Far re l l  : 

This i s  in  response t o  your inquiry regarding the app l i c ab i l i t y  of the 
Campaign Finance Act ( " t he  Act") ,  P . A .  388 of 1976, as amended, to  the cos t  of 
a mailed newsle t ter  supporting candidates f o r  the Lansing Community College Board 
of Trustees. 

You s t a t e  the  Ingham County Democratic Party Committee may support.-.cqndidat?s 
f o r  the Lansing Community College Board of Trustees by sending a newslet ter  t o  
e l i g i b l e  voters .  You inquire  as t o  how the cos t  o f  t h i s  newsletter must be repol-tcd. 

The proper method f o r  report ing the cost  of the newslet ter  i s  contingent on the 
: manner of formulation and d i s t r i bu t i on  of the newslet ter .  I f  the newslet ter  .is 

printed o r  d i s t r i bu t ed  w i t h  the cooperation o r  with the  p r io r  consent o f ,  o r  i n  
consul ta t ion wi th ,  o r  a t  t he  request o r  suggestion o f ,  a candidate o r  any agent or  
corranittee of such candidate,  the cost  of pr in t ing and d i s t r i bu t i on  i s  a n  in-kind 
contr ibut ion made by the  Ingham County Democratic Cormittee and must be reported as 
an expenditure on the  Committee' s regular  report ing statements. The candidate 
cormnittees O F  t he  candidates f o r  the Lansing Community College Board of Trustees 
must a l so  repor t  t h e i r  r ece ip t  as an in-kind contribution on t h e i r  individual 
report ing forms. 

I f  the  c o s t . o f  p r in t ing  o r  d i s t r i bu t i on  i s  no-t made with the cooperation o r  
w i t h  the  p r i o r  consent o f ,  o r  in consul t a t i on  w i t h ,  o r  a t  the  request o r  suggestion 
o f ,  a candidate o r  any agent o r  colnmittee of' such candidate,  the pr in t ing and 
nlai 1 ing i s  an independent expcndi tu re  by the I n c ~ h a m  County [Iemocratic Party Coi1xn-i t t e e  
and must b e  reported a s  an independent expenditure on the  regular  report ing s t a t e -  
ments. However, i n  t h i s  l a t t e r  s i t u a t i o n ,  the candidate committees of the Lansirlg 
Conununi t y  Col 1 ege Boar-d of Trustees have nothi n y  to repor t .  

T h i s  response i s  informational only and does not cons t i t u t e  a declara tory  
rul i  ng. 

Very t ru ly  yours,  

P h i  11 i  p l'.' Frangos , Director 
Officc o f  Ilearings & Legislat ion 
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