STATE OoF MICHIGAN
RUTH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARE MENT OF STATE
T ANSING

November 3, 2014

Dennis Nﬂes,aTAreasurer
Save Our Police Committee -
14500 Harvey Road

Grass Lake, Michigan 49240

- Dear Mr. Niles:

The Department of State (Department) received a formal complaint filed by Claire Foley against
the Save Our Police Committee (Committee), alleging that the Committee violated the Michigan
Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. The investigation
and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and the corresponding
administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. Copies of the complaint and supporting documentahon are
enclosed with this letter.

In Michigan, it is unlawful for a public body or individual acting on its behalf to use or authorize
the use of “funds, personnel, office space, computer hardware or software, property, stationary,
postage, vehicles, equipment, supplies, or other public resources to make a contribution or
expenditure [.]” MCL 169.257(1). A knowing violation of section 57 is a misdemeanor

. offense. MCL 169.257(3).

~ Ms. Foley alleges that the Committee improperly used public funds by faxing its Statement of
Organization using the Waterloo Police fax machine.

- The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
- understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. All materials must be sent to the
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 15 Floor, 430 West

. Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. 'If you fail to submit a response, the Department will
render a decision based on the evidence furnished by the complainant.

A copy of your reply will be provided to Ms. Foley, who will have an opportunity to submit a

rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials

provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe

that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s

enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement conducting an
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administrative hearing, or refemng this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
criminal penalty provided in section 57(3) of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at (517) 241-0395.

Sincerely,

S . 1,«:',&\ \/Q)\WLQNQMCS
LQ&Q A. Bourbonais
~ Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Claire Foley
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Bourbonais, Lori (MDOS)

From: Claire Foley <clrfoley@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 26, 2014 12:48 PM
To: - Bourbonais, Lori (MDOS)

Subject: Campaign Finance Complaint Form
Attachments: campaignfinanceviolationcomplaint.pdf

Dear Ms. Bourbonais,

Please find attached the Complaint Form and supporting evidence in regard to a use of public resources by a ballot
question committee to promote passage of a public safety millage that is to appear on the Waterloo Township, Jackson
County, Mi ballot on 11/4/2014. Specifically, the evidence shows that this committee used the Waterloo Township Police
Department's fax machine to send a document to register the committee with the county. | am submitting this as a private
citizen and not as a member of any organized group.

Thank You,

Claire Foley
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Michigan Department of State
Campaign Finance Complaint Form
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This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someane violated

the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended; MCL
169.201 et seq.).

Please prmt or type. all mformatlon

" ResetForm

| allege that the MCFA was violated as follows:
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I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after
@ redsonable inquiry under the circumstances, each ﬁzctual contention of this
complaint is supporied by: evzdence

X @w u@%L o zo/,;zs//v

Signature of Complainant ’ Date

Section 15(6) of the MCFA (MCL 169.215) réquires that the signed certification found in
section 4 of this form be included in every complaint. However, if, after a reasonable-inquiry
under the circumstances, you are unable to ceitify that certain factual contentions are supported
by eviderice, you may also make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the Jollowing specifically identified factual
contentions are likely to be supparied by evidence after a reasonable

- opportunity for furthel inquiry, ‘Those. specific contentions are:

" Signature of. Complamant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certificationis
responsxble for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up
to $1,000.00 and some 6r all of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of- State and the
alleged violatoras a dll‘ecf result of the ﬁhna of the complamt

Mail or deliverthe completed complam’f form and evidence to the following address

Michigan Department of State
' ‘Buireau of Elections »
Richard H. Avstin Building — 1st Floor
. 430 West Allegan Street
‘ - Lansing, Michigan 48918
Revised 06/03/2011 ik T
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
RutHe JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
' LansmNg

November 19, 2014

Claire Foley
10248 Mount Hope Road
Munith, Michigan 49259

Dear Ms. Foley:

The Department of State received a response to the complaint you filed against the Save Our
Police Committee, which concerns an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act
(MCFA), 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an

~ enclosure with this letter.

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the
date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West

Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. -

cerely,

Sy ,
/\‘/Z”Q“ A B o

Lori A. Bourbonais
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

¢: Dale Robinson

: BUREAU OF ELECTIONS .
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To the Bureau of Elections: 11-11-2014

From: Save Our Police Committee

| Dale Robinson, Chair Person of S.0.P. Committee was made aware that one of
my helpers faxed the form Statement of Organization from the Waterloo Police
fax machine by mistake. The Fax form (1) sheet was a local Phone call. | offered
the Township to pay damages and was informed no money was needed to cover
the cost, it was an honest mistake. | still felt a payment needed to be paid in good

faith, so | paid $5.00 to cover any cost for a local call.

Dale Robinson
Chair Person

S.0.P. Committee

¢ T WA i Aoy pigz
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07 November 2014

Attn: Jackson County Elections Finance Committee
RE: Misuse of Fax Machine

To Whom It May Concern:

I am addressing the complaint filed against Dale Robinson for use of the police
department fax machine to send Finance Committee paperwork for the
November 4, 2014 committee supporting the Waterloo Township Police Millage.
We are aware that this was not following the requirements of the law. We have
given him the expectations of the finance law. He has made restitution in the
form of $5.00 to cover the cost of the fax. At this time we consider the episode

closed.

If you need further information from me, please call me at 517.596.8400.

Sincerely,

anice Kitley

Waterloo Township Clerk

ThT M AN B
s":uws 40 1430 I
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Receipt: 110002398 Nov/07/2014 Cashiet:  MARYANNE
Received Of
11120 MUSBACH ROAD
PO BOX 130
Dale Robinson-Save our Police MUNITH, MI 49259
' MON. - FRI. 9 AM - 1PM
517-596-8200
WATERLOOTWPMI.COM@WATERLOOTWPMLCOM
WATERLOOTWPMI.COM
fax charges
The sum of: $5.00
MISC MISCELLANEOUS 5.00
, 'Total 5.00
TENDERED: CASH 5.00
Balance:
—
L

|8
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Signed: %&’




STATE OF MICH[GAN
RuTtH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LANsING

March 10, 2015

Dale Robinson

Save Our Police Committee
14500 Harvey Road

Grass Lake, Michigan 49240

Dear Mr. Robinson:

The Department of State (Department) has completed its investigation of the complaint filed
against the Save Our Police Committee (Committee) by Claire Foley, which alleged that the
Committee violated section 57 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA
388, MCL 169.257. This letter concerns the disposition of Ms. Foley’s complaint.

Ms. Foley filed her complaint on October 27, 2014, and you filed a written response on
November 14, 2014. Ms. Foley did not file a rebuttal statement with the Department.

In Michigan, it is unlawful for a public body or individual acting on its behalf to use or authorize
the use of “funds, personnel, office space, computer hardware or software, property, stationary,
postage, vehicles, equipment, supplies, or other public resources to make a contribution or
expenditure [.]” MCL 169.257(1). A knowing violation of section 57 is a misdemeanor
offense. MCL 169.257(3).

Additionally, the Act also requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the violation or
prevent a further violation by using informal methods [,]” if it finds that there may be reason to
believe that a violation has occurred, and if the Department is unable to correct or prevent
additional violations, it must ask the Attorney General to prosecute if a crime has been
committed. MCL 169.215(10)(a). The objective of an informal resolution is “to correct the
violation or prevent a further violation [.]” Id.

Ms. Foley alleged that the Committee improperly used public funds by faxing 1ts single-page
Statement of Organization using the Waterloo Police fax machine.

In your response, you indicated that you were informed that one of your helpers faxed the
Committee’s Statement of Organization from the Waterloo Police fax machine by mistake. You
also stated that after you were made aware of the mistake, you attempted to pay the township for
the transmission, but the township told you that no money was needed to cover the cost to the
township. However, you stated that you still believe that payment needed to be made so you
paid $5.00 to the township to cover any cost for a local call.

You provided with your answer a letter from the Waterloo Township Clerk which indicates that
she gave you guidance regarding the MCFA, received $5.00 from you to cover the cost of the
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
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fax, and considers the matter closed. You also provided a copy of a receipt for the $5.00
payment to the township dated November 7, 2014.

Because you admit to using the Waterloo Township fax machine to fax the Committee’s single- -
page Statement of Organization, the Department concludes that that there may be a reason to
believe that a violation of section 57 of the Act occurred. Upon making this determination the
Department is required by law to attempt to resolve the matter informally. MCL 169.215(10).

It appears that as soon as the improper use of public funds to fax was brought to your attention,
you reimbursed the township promptly, which is the corrective action that the Department would
have required of the Committee. Therefore, the Department now considers this matter closed.

Sincerely,
/ .
74‘ 6{) A lﬂcN\-"*\'\
Lori A. Bourbonais
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Claire Foley




