
 

BU SIN ESS  C OM PLIA N C E A N D  REGU LA T I ON  D I V IS I ON  
RICH A RD  H .  A U ST IN  BU I LD I N G  3 RD  FLOOR   4 3 0  W .  A LLEGA N    LA N SIN G,  M ICH I GA N  4 8 9 1 8  

w w w . M ichigan. gov / sos  P h o ne  1 - 8 8 8 -S O S - M IC H  ( 1 -8 8 8 - 7 67 - 6 42 4 )   FA X ( 51 7 )  3 3 5 -2 8 10 
 

 
Agency:  Secretary of State  
  
Date:  November 18, 2015 
 
To Michigan Dealers: 
 
Friend of the Court (FOC) Liens Now Added as Secured Parties 
 
Effective November 2, 2015, Friend of the Court (FOC) liens are being recorded on 
vehicle, watercraft and mobile home titles as a secured party when requested by county 
Friend of the Court offices by submission of a “Notice of Lien” (FOC 90).  A Friend of 
the Court lien may be requested as a result of an order for unpaid child support 
payments.   
 
Previously, when a Friend of the Court requested a lien be placed on a title record, a 
“Stop Action” flash was placed on the title record.  Now an entry showing the Friend of 
the Court as a secured party will be reflected on the title record.  This change will further 
enhance deterrence of improper change of ownership activity before satisfaction of the 
lien, or without the court’s prior permission.  An example of how the secured party 
information will appear on the title and department records is shown below: 
 
                                                Friend of the Court – Ingham County 
                                                PO Box 40097 
                                                Lansing, MI  48901 
 
As requests from Friend of the Court offices to add liens are received, the Michigan 
Department of State (MDOS) will issue a new title to the owner that reflects the addition 
of the FOC as a secured party.  If there is a pre-existing first secured party, the Friend of 
the Court will be added as a second secured party. 
 
The vehicle, watercraft or mobile home cannot change ownership until matters are 
resolved with the court.   Owners seeking to avoid paying the Friend of the Court lien 
may attempt to sell the vehicle using an older title issued before the FOC Lien was 
placed.  MDOS will not be able to process a transaction for a vehicle that has an FOC 
lien until the lien is satisfied. 
 
A lien release form “Notice to Release Lien” (FOC 92) will be sent directly to MDOS by 
the court.  MDOS records will be updated to remove the lien; however, a new title will 
not be issued to the owner.   
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If a dealer presents a title with a Friend of the Court lien, and the lien has already been 
satisfied and removed from the current MDOS vehicle record on system, branch staff 
may proceed with the transaction as otherwise appropriate.   
 
Questions pertaining to Friend of the Court liens should be directed to the court shown as 
the secured party.  Friend of the Court telephone numbers can be found using the 
following link:   
 
            http://courts.mi.gov/self-help/directories/pages/trial-court-directory.aspx. 
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