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ttonorabl u \Jdrrcn N. Cocrnacre 
t- l ichiyan fiouse o f  Representat ives 
72nd D i s t r i c t  
C ; l ( ~ i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
La r~s iny  , 14iclii gar1 48903 

Dear Reprcsen t a  t i ve Gocmaere : 

This i s  i n  response t o  y o u r  recluest f o r  a declaratory r u l i n g  concerning t l ie  
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  the Campaign Finance Act  ( " t h e  A c t " ) ,  P.A. 308 o f  1376, 
as amended, t o  unspent funds i n  your  candidate connni t t c e .  

You s t a t e  you w i  11 n o t  bc a  candidate f o r  t - e - c l c c t i o n  t o  the House o f  
Representat ives,  and you would 1  i ke t o  d i s s o l v e  you r  c ~ n d i d a  t e  comiii t t c e  as 
soon as p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  June 6, 1978. The c o r n i t t e e  has a  balance o f  $549.56 
i n  i t s  account. 

You ask wtiether you can r e t a i n  t h i s  money ( ind dec la re  i t  as taxab le  income. 
You a l s o  would. l i k e  t o  know any o t h e r  means a v a i l a b l e  t o  d ispose o f  these 
funds. 

Scc t i on  45  o f  t h e  Ac t  (MCLA 5 169.245) provicles t h a t  unexpendcd f ~ l n d s  i n  a  
candidate cornmi t t c e  which a r e  n o t  e l  i g i b l e  f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  anoth& candida t c  
conmi t t c e  o f  the person s h a l l  be g i ven  t o  a  po l  i t i c a l  p a r t y  corruni t t e e ,  a  tax  
exempt c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  re tu rned  t o  the c o n t r i b u t o r s  o f  the  funds 
upon t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the  cand ida te  committee. Sincc you a r e  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
t .crminat ing you r  candida t.e corruni tt.ee, one o f  the s t a t u t o r i l y  p resc r ibed  rrlcans 
n u s t  be used i n  d i spos ing  o f  the funds i n  clucst ion. Tlic nloncys may n o t  be 
r e t a i n e d  and dec lared as taxab le  income. 
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This response c o n s t i  t u  t c s  a  d e c l a r a t o r y  r-ul i n g  concerning the  appl  i c a b i  1 i t y  
o f  the A c t  t o  t h e  f a c t s  cnurnerated i n  your  I-cqucst. 

Sincc - l y ,  

,&u L k  
[ i ic i lard 11. A u s t i n  
Sccrc tary  o f  S t a t e  


