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Ex-Military Humvees Can Only Be Titled for Off-Road Use 
 
 
Ex-military Humvees can only be titled as an off-road vehicle with an off-road 
vehicle title.  Current owners and potential purchasers of ex-military Humvees 
often inquire why these cannot  be titled and registered for on-road use. 
 
The Federal government mandates that Humvees are restricted to off-road use 
only.  States are unable to title ex-military Humvees for on-road use. 
 
The principal reason the federal government limits ex-military Humvees for off-
road use only is because they are not street legal due to not being manufactured 
to U.S. EPA emissions standards and U.S. DOT standards for on-road use in the 
United States. 
 
To ensure Humvees cannot be titled and registered for on-road use, the federal 
government  prints “OFF- ROAD USE ONLY” in red letters at the top of the 
federal title (“Certificate to Obtain Title to a Vehicle”).  Attached is a sample 
federal title for an ex-military Humvee showing the off-road use only status. 
 
When Humvees are retired from military service, they are typically sold by the 
federal government through an auction called Iron Planet.  Their website is: 
 

http://www.ironplanet.com/ 
 
Buyers are fully aware they cannot register a Humvee for road use.  The 
following information shows on the right side of Humvees listed for auction on 
their website: 
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Further, when ex-military Humvees are sold at auction, the federal government requires 
the buyer to sign an end-use agreement acknowledging the Humvee cannot be 
registered for street use, as well as a Hold Harmless Agreement that the vehicle is for 
off road use only: 

Humvee Hold 

Harmless Agreement.pdf 
 
A sample Hold Harmless Agreement is also attached at the end of this notice. 
 
The same restriction applies to any vehicle sold by the federal government when the 
federal ownership document shows “OFF-ROAD USE ONLY” at the top. 
 
If in error another state titles a Humvee with an on-road title, it can only be titled as an 
off-road vehicle in this state.  When the Michigan Department of state questions another 
state’s Department of Motor Vehicles about the on-road title they issued a Humvee, the 
state acknowledges their titling error and recalls the erroneous title to be re-issued as 
an off-road vehicle (ORV) title. 
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Sample U.S. Government Ownership Document for Ex-Military Humvee 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Sample Federal Waiver and Hold Harmless Agreement for Humvee 
 
 

 


