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March 21, 1978 

tlonorabl e  Kerry Kamer 
Michigan S t a t e  Senate 
S t a t e  Capi to1 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 

Dear Senator Kamer: 1 I 

This i s  i n  response t o  your inquiry c ~ n c e r n i n g  P.A. 388 of 1976 ( " t he  Act") .  
You asked whether you may use funds i n  your o f f i c eho lde r ' s  expense fund t o  
finance a  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  t o  be used f o r  Senate business.  You indicated 
i t  i s  your in ten t ion  t o  have your name associated with the  o f f i c e  i n . t h e  
following manner: "S ta te  Senator Kcrry Kammer, D i s t r i c t  Off ice ."  

Section 49 of the  Act ( M C L A  'i 163.249) permits an e lec ted  pub l i c~o fF i c i a1  
t o  es tab l i sh  an off iceholder ' s  expense fund. The fund may be used f o r  
expenses incidenta l  t o  the person's o f f i c e .  The fund may not be used t o  
make contr ibut ions  and expenditures to  f u r t he r  the nomination o r  e l e c t i on  
of the off icehol  der. 

I t  i s  the ob1 igation of an elected publ i c  o f f i c i a l  t o  serve e f f ec t i ve ly  
h i s  o r  her  cons t i tuen t s .  : The providing of governmental services  and 
information t o  the e l e c to r a t e  i s  an in tegral  pa r t  of an o f f i ceho lder ' s  
dut ies  and r e spons ib i l i t i e s .  The presence of an o f f i c e  i n  a  public 
o f f i c i a l ' s  d i s t r i c t  fo r  making ava i lab le  such services  and information 
i s  incidental  t o  the o f f i c e  of the publ i c  o f f i c i a l .  

Consequently, a s  an e lected Sta te  Senator who intends t o  maintain a 
d i s t r i c t  b f f i c e  f o r  purposes s imi lar  to  those c i  tcd, you may use your 
officetiol d e r ' s  expense fund to finance the o f f i c e .  Moreover, the  
associat ion of your name with the o f f i c e  in the manner described i s  
proper f o r  purposes of the Act. 
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Prior to  closing, however, a note of caution should b e  introduced. No 
portion of the d i s t r i c t  of f ice ,  while finance? from your officeholder 's  
expense f u n d ,  should be used f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  related to o r  promoting - 1 
your renomi nation or  reelection. 

I m This response may be considered as informational only and n o t  as I J 
cons t i  tut ing a declaratory ruling. i a C 
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Very t ruly yours, 6 7.3- 
Phil 1 i p  T. Frangos, Director . . .. . . ,. . 
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