
e -=.;a 19-CI-81 
M I C H I G A N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E  

-- -- - -- - - - - 
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Octobe r  28, 1931 

Mr. L l o y d  P i  t s c h ,  Treasure i -  
C i t i z e n s  f o r  S h e r i f f  P h i l  t i e f f r o n  
7525  L i n c o l n  Lake, N. E .  
B e l d i n y ,  M i c h i g a n  48809 

Dear Mr. P i t s c h  

T h i s  -!s i n  response  t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  d e c l a r a t o r y  r u l i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
Campaign F inance  A c t ,  1976 PA 388, as amended ( " t h e  A c t " )  and t h e  p r o p r i e t y  
o f  r e f u n d i n g  t o  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  unexpended campaign funds wh ich  t h e  c , ~ n d i d a t e  
ha: c o n t r i b u t e d .  

You s t a t e  t h e  f a c t s  as f o l l o w s :  

"Our f u n d i n g  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t y  was more s u c c e s s f u l  t h a n  we had 
a n t i c i p a z e d ,  l e a v i n g  us w i t h  a  l a r g e  unexpended b a l a n c e  a f t e r  
t h e  e l e c t i o n .  A  p o r t i o n  o f  t k ~ e s e  unexpended funds  a r e  b e i n g  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  dn o f f i c e  h o l d e r ' s  expense a c c o u n t ,  and we wou ld  
l i k e  t o  r e f u n d  S h e r i f f  H e f f r o n  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  w a i t i n g  f o u r  y e a r s  u n t i l  we can d i s s o l v e  t n e  
c a n d i d a t e  commi t tee .  " 

S e c t i o r l  3 o f  t h e  A c t  ( Y C L  169.203)  s t a t e s  as p a r t  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
c a c d i d a t e  t h a t  " ( u ) n l e s s  t k  o f f i c e h o l d e r  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  o r  l e g a l l y  
b a r r e 3  f r o m  s e e k i n g  r e e l e c t i o n  o r  f a i l s  t o  f i l e  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  o f f i c e  
by the a?p l  i c a b l e  f i  1  i n g  dead1 i n e ,  an e l z c t e d  o f f i c e h o l d e r . ,  s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  
t o  be a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  sa:~ie o i ' i ' i c d o r  t h e  purposes o f  
t h i s  a c t  o n l y . "  S e c t i o n  2 1  o f  t h e  Ac t  (MCL 159.2211 r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  c a n d i d a t e  
f o r m  bnd m a i n t a i n  a  c h n d i d a t e  commi t tee .  O S f i c e h o l s e r s  .ire t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e d  
1.0 m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  call-ipaign c01nm-i t , tees t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i  r ten1il.e i n  o f f i c e  and 
i ! g t i i  t,hey a r e  no l o n g e r  c o n s i d e r e d  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  r e e l c ~ ~ i o r i  ~ ~ n d e r  t h e  A c t .  

The 9 n l y  p r o v i s j o n  cont .a i r ied i n  the  A c t  f o r  t h e  disbursement o f  unexpended 
fd:-ids i s  s ~ c t i o n  45(2) o f  t h e  Aci: (MCL 109 .245 )  wh ich  p r o v i d e s :  

" ;  : L'nexper~de l fu i ios  I n  a carnpai yn commi t t e e  t h a t  ? r e  n o t  
: ~ ? g i b l e  f 2 r  t r a n s f e r  t o  a n o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e  commi t tee  o f  t h e  pe rson ,  
, ~ ~ s ~ r a n t  t o  suk,se:tion (I), s h a l l  be g i v e n  t o  a  political p a r t y  
commi t tee ,  o r  t o  s t a x  exempt c h a r i t d b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  r e t u r n e d  
'3 the ~ 0 n t l . i b u t o r s  o f  t h e  funds  ~ p o n  -- t e r m i n a t i c n  o f  t h e  campaign 
cornmi t t e e .  " (eniph;isiz addec j 
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Sl'cce d i sbu rsemen t  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  car1 o c c u r  o n l y  on t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
campaign cornmi t t z e ,  S h e r i  f f  I i e f f r o n  cannot  d i  s t r i  b u t e  unexpended can~pa i  gn 
funds  t a  c o n t r i b u t o r s  u n t i l  he i s  no l o n g e r  a  c a n d i d a t e  as d e f i n e d  i n  
s e c t i o n  3. 

T h i s  response may be c o n s i d e r e d  as i n f o i - m a t i o n a l  o n l y  and does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  
a  d e c l a r a t o r y  r u l  i n g .  

Very  t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

P h j l l i p  T. Frangos,  D i r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  o f  Hear ings  and L e g i s l a t i o n  




