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Mr. Dennis Stabenow 
C i t i z e n s  f o r  a  Consti  t u t i o n a l  Convention 
2525 South Dee r f i e l d  
Lansing,  Michigan 48910 

Dear Mr. Stabenow: 

This i s  a  b e l a t e d  response  t o  your  i n q u i r y  concern ing  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  Campaign 
Finance Act ( " t h e  A c t " ) ,  1976 PA 388, a s  amended, t o  a  bal l o t  ques t i on  t h e  S t a t e  
Cons t i  t u t i o n  r equ i r ed  t o  appear  on t h e  bal l o t .  " C i t i z e n s  f o r  a  Cons t i t u t i ona l  
Convention" was o rgan ized  t o  suppo r t  t h e  ho ld ing  of a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convent ion.  

A r t i c l e  XII ,  S e c t i o n  3 of  t he  Michigan C o n s t i t u t i o n  of 1963 s t a t e s  ( i n  p a r t )  : 

"At t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n  t o  be he ld  i n  t he  y e a r  1978, and in each 16th 
y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r  and a t  such t imes a s  may be provided by law, t h e  ques t ion  
of  a genera l  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  be submi t t e d  t o  t h e  
e l e c t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  " (Emphasi s  suppl i e b )  

Sec t i on  34 (2 )  o f  t h e  Act (MCL 1 6 9 . 2 3 4 ( 2 ) )  p rov ide s :  

"A b a l l o t  ques t i on  commi t t e e  s h a l l  f i l e  a  campaign s t a t e m e n t ,  o f  which 
the c l o s i n g  d a t e  s h a l l  be t h e  twenty-e igh th  day fo l lowing  t he  q u a l i f i -  
c a t i o n  o f  t h e  measure,  n o t  l a t e r  than 35 days a f t e r  t he  b a l l o t  ques t ion  
i s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  b a l l o t .  I f  the b a l l o t  ques t i on  f a i l s  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  
the  b a l l o t ,  t h e  b a l l o t  q u e s t i o n ' s  committee s h a l l  f i l e  t h e  campaign 
s t a t emen t  w i t h i n  35 days a f t e r  t h e  f i n a l  d e a d l i n e  f o r  q u a l i f y i n g ,  t he  
c l o s i n g  d a t e  o f  which s h a l l  be t h e  twenty-e igh th  day fo l lowing  t he  
d e a d l i n e . "  

Sec t i on  2 o f  t he  Act (MCL 169.202) p rov ides  ( i n  p a r t )  : 

" ( 1 )  ' B a l l o t  q u e s t i o n '  means a  ques t i on  which i s  submit ted o r  which 
i s  in tended  t o  be submi t ted  t o  a  popula r  vo te  a t  an e l e c t i o n  
whether  o r  no t  i t  q u a l i f i e s  f o r  t h e  b a l l o t . "  

" ( 2 )  ' B a l l o t  ques t i on  committee '  means a  committee a c t i n g  i n  s uppo r t  
o f ,  o r  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o ,  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  passage ,  o r  d e f e a t  
of  a b a l l o t  ques t i on  bu t  which does no t  r e c e i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
o r  make expend i t u r e s  o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  the  purpose o f  i n f l u -  
enc ing  o r  a t t emp t ing  t o  i n f l uence  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  vo t e r s  f o r  
o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  nomination o r  e l e c t i o n  of  a  c and ida t e . "  
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The fac t s  and law in the present matter give r i s e  to two conclusions: ( 1 )  the 
question of a general revision of the Constitution was a ba l l o t  question,  and 
( 2 )  Citizens fo r  a Constitutional Convention was a bal l o t  question committee. 
However, the f i l i n g  of the  campaign statement provided by section 34(2) i s  
based on "qual i f i c a t i o n  of a measure." For purposes of the Act, "qual i f i c a t i on  
of a measure" takes place upon ce r t i f i c a t i on  by the s t a t e  or  local board of 
canvassers tha t  a question shal l  appear on a ba l l o t .  

The presence on the ba l l o t  of the subject  ba,llot question was automatic since 
i t  was provided by the Consti tut ion.  Cer t i f i ca t ion  t o  appear on the ba l l o t  
by the board of s t a t e  canvassers was n o t  applicable in t h i s  instance.  Conse- 
quently,  the condition precedent t o  f i l i n g  a campaign statement pursuant to 
section 34(2) did not occur. Therefore, the report  provided by section 34(2) 
was not required in the case of t h i s  ba l l o t  question mandated by the Constitution 

I t  should be noted, however, the campaign statements required by section 3 4 ( l )  ( a )  
and ( b )  ( M C L  169.234(1)(a)  and ( b ) )  should have been f i l e d .  Spec i f i ca l ly ,  there  
a re  the preelection and postelection campaign statements. 

This response i s  informational only a n d  sen t  fo r  purposes of closing the f i l e  in 
t h i s  matter.  

Very t r u ly  yours,  

2?AF 
Phi 11  ip T. Frangos , Director 
Office of Hearings & Legislat ion 
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