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Dedr Senator blel born: 
0 

I- 

Tlli s i s  it1 responsc to you,- rcq~rcr,t fo r  informa:.ion i-cgilrding the Canlpai$n 5 ' 

f:in;lnce Act ( "  tlie Act") ,  1976 lJA 380, as alncndetl. I .I?. ! * I 
I0 ' 
0 '  

, :  1 3 ,  

Speci-f ical ly,  you inquire as t o  wllether expense:; yoti incur s s  s rcsul t of 
bringing c7 1 i be1 action which "in.~/olve; arnendll~eltts which I introduced to  a 
b i l l  , '. . ." niay be paid from your officetloltler 's expense f r ~ n d  e s  tab1 ished 
pul-:;[rant to  Section 119 of the Act (McI-A 51 69.24!) ) .  I n  atldi tioii,  you indi cat(? - 

you a r e  " .  . . inI:crcsted in knor.t.ing if: {;here h , ~ ;  bccn any rul i n g  on corportlte 
coni;l-ibut,ions t o  Officcholtlcr 's Expense Funds, i ~ n d  i f: there i s  any l imi t .  t o  , 
tllor,e cotitri butions. I' 

Section (19(1) o f  Lhe Act s t a t e s :  

"An elected pub1 i c  o f f i c i a l  [nay establ i sh ;In o fficcholder 1 r) 

expense fund. The f i ~ n t l   nay _._ _- hcr used fot- cxl~(:nsc?s _ _ _  iricirlen t;il 
l o  the  persorl's -. .-- .- o f f i c e .  'The f u n d  rtlgy not 1,c urccl 'Lo 111;lkc . . 
corltributions a n d  exr~endi t~ircr ,  to out-the)- ;.he noii~it ia t i011  01- 
e lec t ion of lhat  p i ~ h l  i c  o f f i c id l  ." (Enlphils! s d d d u l )  . . 

I n  !:his instahce, i t  rnust be tletcl-rained wilethcr your lcgal expenses as a 
p la . in t i f f  in a l i l ~ e l  act ion against  a pr ivate  c i t i z en  arc  "expenses 
,incidentill to tlie person's o f f i c e .  I' 

~revidr ls l  y ,  declaratory rul i n g s  and i n terpr-eta t.; ve s tatel~lcnts h v e  been i 5suc.d 
whit:$ dea l t  s ~ i  th the  permi s i i b l e  uses of monies in an  o f f i ceho lder ' s  expense 
f uncl . 

1 

Uses previously iticn t i f i  ed as ])erlnis;i bl e ,  incltlrle tlie purchdsc o F t i cke t s  t.o 
fun(lS.aisers fo r  o ther  candidates, opera tion of i! d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  by a l e g i s l a t o r ,  
sponsorship of a bascbal 1 team, a n d  the purchasr: of adverti scmr2nts notifying 
const i tuents  of an o f f i ceho lder ' s  address and t.:.lephonc nuaber. These cos t s  
have! been deterrnincd to be "expenr,cs incidcnt:alt' t o  holding an o f f i c e .  The 
Depal-tnlent, in nialtitlg these de tel-it~inations, has looked r7 t C J C ~  a c t i v i t y  in 
terri~s of vrhct.her 1:he acti.vi t y  claimetl to be i  ncL tlen ts l  i s  atiion!] the array o r  
functions off  iceholders usually J I -c  expec tctl lo or I I ~ U S L  ~~crfori i l  by vi r tue  of 
lioltling o f f i c e .  



2r:na lo r  Jack blcl bo1.n 
I);l!jc Two 
February 1 ,  1900 

The f a c t s  you presr!nt intl i c i ~  t c  thc ac Lion in q l ~ c r ~ t i o n  i  s For persondl da111(7gcs 
a l l eged ly  in f l i c t e t l  upon you I)y al\ot.l)e~- individuiil .  Sanctioning tlie use of 
f~rntls reserved f o r  "exl)cnscs incitlcntal to the pclrson's o f f i c e "  f o r  tlie pul-po;c 1 
of corinnencing an ac t ion  f o r  personal Iironcy dijn~agcs c?xceeds the 1 irrti t a  tiori on t l i  

use o f  such funds cs tab l  ished by the  Legis la ture .  

You a l s o  a s k  whether an officcliolrlcr expense f i ~ n r l  niay rece ive  fr~nds f ron~ a 
corpora t ion  and,  i f  s o ,  wlist l i m i t a t i o n s  apply to such f u n d s .  A l e t t e r  deal ing 
with these i s sues  was sen t  r ecen t ly  to  Sellator Gt~ry Corbin. Enclosetl you wil l  
f ind  a  copy O F  t h i s  l e t t e r .  

'I; 
I I ,* I Th is  response i s  informational only and does not c o n s t i t i ~ t c  a declaratory ruling,.  , I 

d Director  
Off ice .  of ilearings and Legis la t ion  

PTF:  c a s  

Enclosure 




