STATE OF MICHIGAN

JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, LABOR & ECONOMIC GROWTH STANLEY “SKIP" PRUSS
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR
May 12, 2009

Dear Tax Tribunal Practitioner,

Given that a new filing season is upon us, several administrative matters need to be addressed to
facilitate processing of new appeals.

First, the May 31 deadline for filing property valuation appeals is upon us. Because May 31
falls on a Sunday, the filing deadline is extended to June 1, 2009. The Tribunal is unable to
accept appeals via facsimile; therefore, we will be disconnecting our fax machine at the close of
business on May 29, 2009, and reconnecting it as of the opening of business on June 2, 2009.
This brief interlude will allow the Tribunal to dedicate its efforts to the processing of new
appeals.

The Tribunal wishes to remind parties that no document is accepted as filed by fax or by e-mail,
other than emergency motions to adjourn upcoming hearings, which must be followed by a hard
copy with appropriate fee.

Second, last year the Tribunal spent an inordinate amount of time trying to process multiple
appeals filed with one check. The Tribunal has only a couple of employees assigned to perform
this task and, given the large increase in the number of appeals filed, processing was
significantly delayed as was the other work performed by these employees. Given this, the
Tribunal would like to try a new approach this filing season. Specifically, the Tribunal asks that
petitioners submit a separate check for each appeal. The Tribunal hopes that voluntary
compliance will negate the requirement to establish formal requirements or rules. We thank you
in advance for your cooperation.

Third, motions to amend to add subsequent tax years are often filed without any indication of the
amount of state equalized or taxable value in contention. Please note that, pursuant to MCL
205.737, the fee for filing these motions is dependent on the amount of state equalized value
(SEV) in controversy for the tax year covered by the motion. If a motion to amend does not
contain the necessary information, the Tribunal will have no alternative but to defect the motion
for the required information.

Fourth, there is currently highway construction on US-27 just north of 1-96 causing significant
traffic delays. As such, parties should find alternative routes to the Tribunal or provide for
additional travel time so as to avoid being late for a scheduled prehearing conference or hearing
being held in the Tribunal’s Lansing courtrooms.

Fifth, the Tribunal is issuing today Tribunal Notice 2009-2 modifying, albeit slightly, Tribunal
Notice 2009-1. The modification is based on comments received regarding the different
proposed scheduling orders utilized by the Tribunal and the fact that some of those orders did not
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provide for a date after which a prehearing conference was to be scheduled. The result is an
unanticipated non-uniform treatment of parties — some being able to extend dates as necessary,
while others are limited because they cannot extend beyond that prehearing conference date even
if necessary.

There have been some changes in staff that we would like you to be aware of. Lisa Reimbold,
executive assistant to the Tribunal Chair, has taken a job with the Michigan State Police. We are
in the process of filling her position. Olivia Martinez, the Tribunal’s receptionist, has taken a
position with the State Office of Administrative Hearings and Rules (SOAHR). Jane Hosford
has filled the position as receptionist and we have hired a new clerk, Debra Wisdom. Lastly, we
are fortunate in that we were able to hire a limited-term employee and have filled this clerk
position with Lisa Hendges.

Finally, given the overwhelming number of small claims cases pending at the Tribunal,
Governor Granholm has given SOAHR permission to hire hearing referees to hear these cases.
The Tribunal is working with SOAHR and is in the process of hiring and training these referees.

If you have colleagues or acquaintances that would benefit from keeping up-to-date with
Tribunal developments, simply have them send an e-mail message to Marijo Wakley at
wakleyml@michigan.gov with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line. To unsubscribe, simply reply
to this e-mail with the word “UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.




