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• Introducing the 2014 GED® program 
• The Latest and Greatest 

– 2014 GED Test Update 
– GED Test on Computer Update 

• It’s Not Just a Test: 2014 GED® Program & Services 
• Questions 

 
 

Agenda 
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 4 million jobs unfilled1 

 40 million adults without a HS diploma2 

 

 The Problem’s Extensive Reach  
• Impacts the economy – nationally and locally 
• Impacts society 
• Strains the safety net system 
• Devastates adults & families who want a better life 

 

A National Crisis 
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Sources:  
1) Bureau of Labor and Statistics Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey - August 06,  
2) Adults ages 16 years and older, without a high school diploma and further training or degrees,  
    based on 2010 U.S. Census data 



 
 
 

We need to give these adults and their 
families a fighting chance   
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Support 
before and 
after test 

Easier 
scheduling 

Simpler 
testing 

process 
Global access 
to study tools 

Quicker 
transitions to 

jobs and 
college 

Our Solution 
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 More quickly moves adults into college, jobs, and 
better wages 
 

 Ensures adults are prepared for college and career 
training programs 
 

 Incorporates digital skills for today’s digital world 
 

 Awards a credential respected by employers and 
colleges 

2014 GED Program 
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It’s what adult learners need.  
It’s what they deserve. 

 

A Comprehensive Approach  
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• A program—not just a test  
• A program independent of zip code, gender, ethnicity, 

or age   

• An assessment available and recognized nationally, 
created for adult learners, and aligned with the career 
and college readiness standards 

• A focus on outcomes—which means helping adult 
learners succeed—with broader skills to qualify for jobs 
 

What is required to serve adult learners?   
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2014 GED Test Update 
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• Today, 60% of high school 
graduates require remediation in 
postsecondary education 
 

• 65% of jobs will require more than 
high school 
 

• Technology skills are essential  
 

• The GED® credential must have 
value for adult learners, employers, 
and postsecondary institutions 

A new GED® test in 2014: Why?  
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• GED Testing Service has made a significant 
investment to create an assessment that  
- Is fully aligned on launch with CCR 

expectations 
- Measures high school equivalency by 

norming the test against performance of 
graduating high school seniors 

- Provides specific, actionable performance 
feedback to students and their teachers 
for both High School Equivalency (HSE) 
and CCR 

- Delivers sophisticated data management 
tools to administrators to maximize 
effectiveness of the program 
 

To meet the needs of adult learners … 
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2011: Established Assessment Targets aligned with career- and college-readiness 
expectations 

2012: Commenced item development and review process 

2012: Released Assessment Guide, Item Samplers, and other supporting information 

2012: Conducted nationwide field-testing and finalized test design 

2012: Developed score reporting framework with performance zones 

2013: Built test forms for operational and GED Ready™ Official Practice Test 

2013: Developed and delivered professional development webinars and workshops 

Overview of Test Development to date 
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Analyze test performance data from SNS and develop recommendation on 
high school equivalency Passing Standard 

Reconvene Stakeholder Review Panel, set Passing Standard, and 
finalize performance zone profiles 

Launch free practice test in English and Spanish  

Conduct final systems testing and quality checks on administration, 
scoring, data exchange, and reporting 

Launch GED Ready™ Official Practice Test in English and Spanish, 
including score reporting integrated with the MyGED™ portal  

Launch 2014 GED® Test in English and Spanish  

Next steps in readiness for 2014 

13 



The new GED® test: Key facts 
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Attribute 2002 Test 2014 Test 

Launch date January 2002  January 2, 2014  

Languages at launch English English and Spanish 

Delivery mode Paper and Computer  Computer with Paper 
for certain limited 
accommodations  

Delivery locations Secure testing centers Secure testing centers 

Content High school content 
determined by survey 

of committee members 

Career and college-
ready content aligned 
with Common Core 

Passing standard Determined empirically 
through national 

standardization and 
norming study 

Determined empirically 
through national 

standardization and 
norming study 



The new GED® test: Key facts 
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Attribute 2002 Test 2014 Test 

Performance feedback Scaled score and 
percentile rank 

Scaled score and 
percentile rank plus 
information on skills, 
competencies, and 

study direction for both 
high school 

equivalency and 
career- and college-

readiness 

Annual testing 
opportunities 

3 per year (more in last 
year of 2002 Series) 

Expanded retest 
opportunities--up to 7* 
retests in a 12-month 

period 
*GEDTS fees are waived for two (2) 
retests per content within a 12-month 

period 



The new GED® test: Key facts 
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Content  
Area 

2002 Test 
Testing Time 

2014 Test 
Testing Time 

LA - Reading  65 minutes  -  
LA - Writing 75 minutes  -  
LA – Writing (essay) 45 minutes  -  
Total RLA 185 minutes 150 minutes* 
Mathematics 90 minutes  90 minutes 
Science 80 minutes  90 minutes 
Social Studies 70 minutes  90 minutes 
Total Battery  7 hours, 5 minutes  7 hours 

*includes 10-minute break 
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http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014-publishers 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014-publishers
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014-publishers
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014-publishers


GED Test on Computer Update 
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GED® CBT Test Delivery since January 2013 
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200,000+ 
test 

modules 
delivered 

1122 
 CBT 

centers 
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GED® Testing on Computer is LIVE in 63 Jurisdictions 
 including 45 states, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Bermuda, 
 DANTES, Newfoundland & Saskatchewan (Canada), International, FBOP 

Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Yukon, Northwest Territory 
       Guam, Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, Marshall 

Islands, Federated States of Micronesia 
  

     



• 88%  
Pass rate for adults testing on computer; pass rate for 
adults testing on paper was 71% 
 

• 59%  
More likely to retake a failed test part on computer 
 

• 1.5 hours  
Faster completion on computer than on paper 
 

 Demographic characteristics of adults who tested on computer  
are roughly equivalent to adults who tested on paper 
 
 
 
 

CBT Results Are In! 



• Establish or use existing computer lab/classrooms: 
– Space must be a distraction-free, secure environment 

with continuous test-taker surveillance  
 

• Minimum Technical Requirements: 
– Two Computers (could be laptops) 
– Printer 
– Internet access for Administrative Station   
– USB cameras and digital signature pad 

 
• Established test administrator standards, a certification 

process, and a firewall between administration and 
education staff 
 

 
 

Test Center: Easy to Set-up and Manage 
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• GED® Only Testing Centers can deliver the GED® Tests without 
having to meet the requirements to deliver other exams available 
through Pearson VUE 
– No minimum hours, secure locker or physical partition 

requirements 
– Laptops instead of desktops 
– “Private” Test Centers require no constant internet connection 

• Only one test center administrator present during testing and full 
payment for each and every GED® test 

• Schedule students on the same day they want to test to avoid no-
show fees 

• Students without credit cards can pay the testing center directly 
using checks, money orders, cash, or other payment methods of 
choice and comfort level  
 
 
 

Added Flexibility for Test Centers 
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• 105 paper-based sites approved to deliver the GED® test 
on computer  
– 53 have begun or completed the application process 

 
• 29 sites are currently delivering the GED® test on computer: 

– Albion, Alma, Alpena, Ann Arbor, Auburn Hills, Benton 
Harbor, Clare, Dafter, Dearborn (2), Flint, Fruitport, 
Grand Rapids, Holland (2), Kalamazoo, Lake Orion, 
Lawrence, Midland, Muskegon, Paw Paw, Port Huron, 
Powers, Sault Ste Marie, Sturgis, Tawas City, Traverse, 
University Center, Wayne 

  
• 5 sites completing the installation process and            

should begin test delivery in the next few weeks 

Channel progress to date 
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• Mobile Testing Solution available to provide testing 
in rural communities or sites that have less frequent 
testing needs 
 

• Transitional Waiver Program to support the 
conversion to computer-based testing for corrections 
sites 
– Michigan Prisons has been approved for TWP 

Solutions that ensure access to the 
GED® test 
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IT’S NOT JUST A TEST— 
IT’S A PROGRAM! 
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Support 
before and 
after test 

Easier 
scheduling 

Simpler 
testing 

process 
Global access 
to study tools 

Quicker 
transitions to 

jobs and 
college 

2014 GED® Program 
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GREATER SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
BEFORE & AFTER THE TEST 
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MyGED 
•Personal study tool 
•Local adult education programs 
•GED Ready™: Official Practice Test 
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MyGED™ Portal 
BEFORE & AFTER THE TEST 
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Dashboard 



MyGED 
•Personal study tool 
•Local adult education programs 
•GED Ready™: Official Practice Test 
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Study Tools 



Are you ready to sit for the GED® test? -- 
The GED Ready™ will tell you! 

 
• Mimics the real test. Same features, scoring, and 

standardized items – “predictive validity” 
 

• Score report with detail to customize learning plans and 
remediation 
 

• Synchronized with publisher test prep products – get a 
focused, personalized study plan so you know what to 
study 

GED Ready™ 
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GED Ready™ 
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✔ Free practice test 
available Sept 2013 
 
✔ GED Ready™ 
available Nov 2013 
 



 Students don’t know what to do next 

 GED programs built around test 

 Graduates unsure of how or if next 
steps can happen 

TODAY 
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... ? 



Opening up new possibilities 
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 Anxiety – results take 4-8 weeks 

 Delayed job and college applications 

 No feedback for improvement 

TODAY 
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Source: GED Testing Service Annual Statistical Report  

Never return to 
retake a failed test 85% 
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Scores 
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More information about scores 



Provides detailed feedback and a focused study plan 
to maximize preparation effectiveness 

 
• Score report for GED Ready™ indicates preparedness for 

the GED® test and the score report for the operational 
GED® test indicates both HSE achievement and CCR 
achievement 
 

• Highlights areas of demonstrated strength and provides 
personalized feedback where improvement is needed 
 

• Customized study plan tied to publisher materials 
 

Score Reporting 
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Unprecedented data access to make smart 
choices based on real-time information 
 
• Filter and analyze data from hundreds of variables 

 
• Flexibility to choose what you want to see and how you want 

to see it 
 

• See how your students are doing. Create new programs to 
engage students and improve outcomes 

GED Analytics™ 
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The Smart Transcript 
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THANK YOU! 
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