North Pioneer Road
Shooting Area

Order to Regulate Shooting on
State Forest Lands in Benzie
County
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Good morning Commissioners,
 
I am here today to discuss an issue that has developed over the past few years on North Pioneer Road, located just north of US-31 in Benzie County, in the location commonly known as the North Pioneer Shooting Area. 
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North Pioneer Road Shooting
Area

» High use and careless shooting has become
a serious safety hazard to area residences
and traffic.

* Numerous close calls necessitated an
iImmediate three-month emergency closure.




Shoot from the Base of the Hill. There

have been multiple ricochet rounds to

’gdiacent property this location is being

monitored. Continued safety issues will

result in closure. PLEASE Shoot
R(isponsibiy. »

Use a proper backstob and be. |

respectful of neighbors and ofher forest
users. « ° R

Do not shoot early in the morning or
late in the evening. *

pick up all trash when you leave; th‘éﬁ;‘ :
includes targets and spent sh‘z_ell.r.‘asi'ngs,: 3
. A
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Recap of the problem and attempted solutions.
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More specific details about near misses.
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North Pioneer Road Shooting
Area

» Other options have been tried by area staff.

» Current emergency closure expires on
December 29, 2021

* Proposed closure would continue to protect
area residents until DNR staff can find a
permanent solution.
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Regardless of the efforts to improve site safety and a consistent law enforcement presence in the area, safety concerns to area residents still exist and have continued to become worse over time. 
Therefore, the resource staff that manage this area recommend amending the existing Land Use Order of the Director to prohibit any shooting activities at this site until a permanent solution can be found. 



Thank You
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If you have any questions, I’d be happy to address them.

Thank you.  If that is all, I will now turn the meeting over to XXXX to discuss XXXX.
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