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Background on Fisheries 
Management in Saginaw Bay 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historic trends - personal
Intensively managed
Stakeholder involvement
Recovery after lower food web disruption
Decades of management set the stage for recovery
Now, one of the top fisheries in the state




Trends in Walleye Angler Harvest 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 2002 to 2005 in DNR survey, we went from 85% stocked and 5 per trawl to 8% stocked and 30-60 per trawl. Highlights: 
Three fishery types
Open-water fishery majority of harvest
Increase in harvest from wild production
Liberalized regulations in 2015
Process for evaluating regulations




Walleye Abundance
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Saginaw Bay stock of walleyes, population size (age 2 and older) 1986 - 2020
Reflects data through March 2021
First arrow wild recruitment
Second arrow regulation change
Note CI and y-axis




Recent Management Approaches
 Several management actions taken in 2015 

including:

 Reducing yellow perch bag limit

 Reintroduction of cisco

 Shifting commercial fishing licenses

 Liberalizing walleye (8 fish, 13” MSL)

 Coreyon Reef Restoration

 Tenets of the walleye regulation

 To better balance walleye recovery with 
prey fish and yellow perch populations

 Increase harvest opportunities

 Ability to scale back easily if needed



Current Management Issues 
1. If walleye abundance remains high, can we increase 

angler opportunity further by opening portions of the 
Saginaw River during the spawning closure?

2. If walleye abundance is declining, should we reduce the 
fishing pressure and if so, by how much (e.g., decrease 
possession limit or increase size limit)?

3. How can we streamline the regulation process so that 
walleye trends and population model output (available in 
June) can inform regulatory changes the following year?
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THIS WILL SERVE AS THE OUTLINE FOR THE REST OF THE TALK



Stakeholder Input 
Purpose is to develop an angler-driven vision for the 
Saginaw Basin (bay and rivers) walleye and yellow perch 
recreational fishery to incorporate into DNR management 
processes and decisions.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note input from LHCFAC on first version of the management plan, then need to update the plan and a more targeted workgroup was formed with CFAC approval and involvement.
Values: Resilient fishery, high quality, diverse fish community and opportunity, native species recovery, and good habitat / water quality 



National Participation

Saginaw Bay Anglers targeting 
YEP & WAE more regionally

Saginaw Bay 
Angler Survey
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Duration: May 10 - June 18, 2021
Total respondents (n) = 2103




Increase Angler 
Opportunity?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Don’t throw baby out with bathwater, Use the piers and the 3-rod limit example, Risk-Opportunity model
Walleye and Northern Pike Closed Season:  March 16 – April 24
All inland waters
Complete fishing closure:  March 16 – April 24
Kawkawlin River and all tributaries upstream of Euclid Avenue Bridge
Saganing Creek upstream from State Road
Pine River (Bay County) upstream from State Road
Tittabawassee River between Gordonville Bridge and Dow Dam
Tittabawassee River between the mouth of the Salt River and Sanford Dam




During the current statewide closure of the walleye 
fishery in March and April, should the Saginaw River 
to Saginaw Bay be opened to walleye for expanded 

fishing opportunities?

n=2060 respondents

Increase Angler Opportunity?
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Presentation Notes
No, keep the river closed to protect the passage of spawning walleye.: 70.44% (n=1451)
Yes, open the river to walleye for expanded fishing opportunities during the current closed season but ONLY for catch and release.: 11.84% (n=244)
Yes, open the river to walleye for expanded fishing opportunities during the current closed season for harvest.: 17.72% (n=365)
82% said no or catch and release only



Reduce Fishing Pressure?
 What options should be 

considered for walleye in 
Saginaw Bay?
 8 fish and 13” MSL (current 

regulation; >5.5mil?

 7 fish and 13” MSL; 4-
5.5mil?

 6 fish and 13”; 2.5-4mil?

 5 & 15” (Statewide default 
walleye regulation); <2.5 
mil?

 Others

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

7,000,000

8,000,000

N
um

be
rs

 o
f W

al
le

ye

Year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Don’t throw baby out with bathwater
Use the piers and the 3-rod limit example
Risk-Opportunity model
Lake Erie is 6 and 15”



What is your preferred management style in relation to 
risk?

Managing for maximum walleye harvest has potential benefits 
including a higher bag limit, the ability to harvest walleye in the 

Saginaw River during the spring closure and decreased predation on 
yellow perch.  Managing for maximum harvest might include risks 
like overharvest which would decrease the spawning population of 

walleye. 

n=2067 respondents

Reduce Fishing Pressure?
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I’m comfortable with unlimited levels of risk as long as managers monitor and make course corrections: 28.01% (n=579)
I am only comfortable with management ensuring no over harvest: 67.49% (n=1395)
Other: 4.50% (n=93)



Streamlined Regulation Process?

Year 1 (2021)
May/June: model 
updates and survey 
analysis

June/July: meeting 
between research and 
managers

August-April (2022): 
consultation with 
stakeholders

Year 2 (2022)
April 15: proposal to 
ASRA due

May/June: Multi-
Divisional Fisheries 
Regulation Review 
Committee

June: Chief review

July: NRC review and 
decision

Fall/Winter: printing 
deadline

Year 3 (2023)
April 1: Regulation 
implemented
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Risk-Opportunity model



Streamlined Regulation Process?

May/June: model updates and 
survey analysis

June/July: meeting between 
research, managers, and Chief

August: consultation with 
stakeholders

Sept or October: NRC review and 
decision

Fall/Winter: printing deadline

April 1 (following year): 
Regulation implemented

Regulation 
implemented 
one year earlier.
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The new reg IS
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