
 
 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
        

          

          

            

        

 

 
        

  

       

          

           

        

        

           

      

            

         

      

          

          

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

   

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

GRETCHEN WHITMER DEPARTMENT OF TECHNOLOGY, MANAGEMENT & BUDGET TRICIA L. FOSTER 
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR 

LANSING 

Connecting Michigan Communities 

Grant Application 

Please read through the entire Connecting Michigan Communities 

Grant Information and Application – 2019 package before you begin to 

respond to the application questions. This will help ensure you 

understand the full scope of the application as well as the details you 

will need to provide to complete the application. 

Application Deadline: All grant applications are due by 4:00PM EST, Friday, August 

30, 2019. 

Submission Guidelines: Completed application and supporting documentation must 

be received by the Department of Technology, Management, and Budget (DTMB), 

Center for Shared Solutions by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, August 30, 2019, to be considered 

for funding. Applicants should email their applications and all attachments in PDF format 

to DTMB-CMICGrant@michigan.gov. Applicants will receive an email confirmation of 

their submission within 48 business hours. Please fill out the entire application and 

clearly label any attachments with the question/statement number from the application 

form. Award decisions are estimated to be made in the fourth quarter of 2019. 

Questions and Contact: If you have questions after reviewing the application and 

supporting documentation, please see the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

document available on the grant website at: www.michigan.gov/CMICGrant. The FAQ 

will be updated throughout the application process. Questions and comments can also 

be submitted via email to: DTMB-CMICGrant@michigan.gov. 

GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING ● 111 SOUTH CAPITOL AVENUE ● LANSING, MICHIGAN 48933 
www.michigan.gov/dtmb ● 517-241-5545 

www.michigan.gov/dtmb
mailto:DTMB-CMICGrant@michigan.gov
www.michigan.gov/CMICGrant
mailto:DTMB-CMICGrant@michigan.gov


      

  

 
          

    

 
   

      

        

        

     

         

             
       

           
        

           
  

       

      

        
    

      

       

        

            
          

 

        
    

     

          

       

          

       

       
                 

 

Application Checklist 

This checklist is part of your application and should be returned along with your 

completed application and attachments. 

Application Submission Checklist: 

☐ Read the entire application package. 

☐ Public application is complete and file name meets the standards. 

☐ Non-Public application is complete and file name meets the standards. 

☐ Confidential Treatment Form is complete. 

☐ Attachments have been gathered and file names meet the standards. 

☐ Attachment 1: Map of proposed service area in PDF format (including both 
last mile coverage and middle mile routes) 

☐ Attachment 2: GIS-compatible file of the proposed service area (including 
both last mile coverage and middle mile routes) 

☐ Attachment 3: Spreadsheet of census blocks that are part of the proposed 
service area 

☐ Attachment 4: Match commitment letters or evidence 

☐ Attachment 5: Applicant organizational chart 

☐ Attachment 6: Resumes of key officers, management personnel, and 
proposed project management team 

☐ Attachment 7: Audited financial statements. 

☐ Attachment 8: Evidence of network scalability 

☐ Attachment 9: Five-year, stand-alone project financial plan/forecast 

☐ Attachment 10: Affidavit of commitment to offer the proposed service and 
cost in the proposed service area for a minimum of five years after project 
completion 

☐ Attachment 11: Budgetary engineering designs, diagrams, and maps that 
show the proposed project 

☐ Attachment 12: Letters of support 

☐ Attachment 13: Demonstration of customer interest in the proposed project 

☐ Attachment 14: Statements of impact/support from CAIs (if applicable) 

☐ Attachment 15: Evidence of application for a SPIN (if applicable) 

☐ Attachment 16: Statements of impact/support from businesses (if applicable) 

NOTE: Attachments must be submitted following the designated naming structure. Applicants 
are to use the name of their organization followed by the attachment number and file type (e.g. 
ABCTelecom_Attachment_1.xlsx). 
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Application 

Applicant and Project Information, Contact Information, and Summary 

1. Project Name: Comcast BuchananTownship 

2. Applicant Name: Comcast of California/Connecticut/Michigan, a wholly owned subsidiary of Comcast 
Corporation 
DBA (if applicable): Comcast 
Mailing Address: 41112 Concept Dr. Plymouth 48170 

3. Primary Grant Contact: Jeff Snyder 

Primary Contact Phone Number: 
Primary Contact Email Address: 

4. Application Author Name: Greg Gomolka Application 

Primary Contact Organization (if not part of the applicant’s organization): Comcast 

Author Email: 

5. Eligibility Status: Please select the means by which the applicant is eligible to apply for the grant: 

☐ Licensed under the Michigan Telecommunications Act (1991 PA 179, MCL 484.2101 to 
484.2603) 

X Franchise holder under the Uniform Video Services Local Franchise Act (2006 PA 480,MCL 
484.3301 to 484.3315) 

☐ Broadband service provider currently providing service in Michigan 

6. Are you registered with the Michigan Public Service Commission’s Intrastate Telecommunications 
Service Providers Registry (ITSP)? 

X Yes ☐No ☐Unsure 

7. Have you provided broadband coverage data to Connect Michigan in the last five years? 

☐Yes X No ☐Unsure 

8. Applicant Identification Numbers: Please provide the following identification numbers for the 
applicant (if available): 

Federal Employer Identification Number 
Michigan Tax Identification Number: 
Michigan Vendor Identification Number: NONE 
Federal Communications Commission Registration Number (FRN): 

Connecting Michigan Communities Grant Application – page 3 



      

  

   
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

     

    
  

 

              
        

   
 

          

 

      

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

    
  

 
  

 
  

    
 

Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN): 

9. Project Summary (250 words max.): 

This project will enable Comcast to extend service to 91 unserved homes in the River Pointe 

Development located in Buchanan Township. In a funding partnership with the State of 
Michigan, Comcast of California/Connecticut/Michigan or its subsidiary, will provide unserved 
areas with Internet levels up to 1 gigabit per second download and 35 megabits per second 
upload prior to September 20th, 2023. Providing broadband service to this unserved residential 
area of Buchanan Township will enable residents to engage in on-line banking, utilize 
telemedicine, improve and increase educational opportunities for students, provide for the use 
of smart devices in the home increasing efficiencies for lighting and heating, and encourage the 
use of technology by the older population. 

Locations Passed and Proposed Service: 

Attachment 1: Map of proposed service area in PDF format (including both last mile coverage and middle 
mile routes) 
Name of Attachment 1: 

ATTACHMENT 1: Comcast_BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP_Attachment_1.PDF MAP 1 – Redacted 

Attachment 2: GIS-compatible file of the proposed service area (including both last mile coverage and 
middle mile routes) 
Name of Attachment 2: 

ATTACHMENT 2: Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_2.GIS MAP 1 – Redacted 

Attachment 3: Spreadsheet of census blocks that are part of the proposed service area. 
Name of Attachment 3: 
ATTACHMENT 3: Comcast_BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_3.pdf 

10. Please provide a brief description of the proposed service area (250 words max.): 

River Pointe Development is located northeast of Buchanan, Michigan on the St. Joseph River. 
The development has 91 home sites. The area is bordered by St. Joseph River to the west, 
Range Line Road to the east, East River Road to the south, and farm fields to the north. The 
entrance to the River Pointe Development is located on Range Line Road. 
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11. Does the project include a middle mile component: 

X Yes ☐No 

12. Locations Passed: Please indicate the total number of locations by type that will be able to 
receive improved broadband services as a result of the proposed project: 

Households: 91 
Businesses: 0 

Community Anchor Institutions:0 

13. Are any vacant lots included in the total number of locations passed listed above? 

X Yes ☐No 

If yes, these vacant lots should be anticipated for growth in the next five years according to a 
local, county, or regional master plan or economic development plan. Please list the name of the 
relevant plan and the jurisdiction implementing the plan. 

Plan: Berrien County Community Development Plan 

Jurisdiction: Buchanan Township 

14. Please list the jurisdictions impacted by the proposed servicearea: 

City(ies)/Village(s): 

Township(s): 

Buchanan Township 

County(ies): 

Berrien 

State House District(s): 

District 78 

State Senate District(s): 

District 21 
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21. Please briefly describe why this project needs funding from the CMIC Grant program and why the 
project could not proceed without this funding, (250 words max.): 

Comcast utilizes an internal return on investment model in order to determine the viability of an 
expansion project. The Connecting Michigan Communities grant will enable the project to meet 
a five-year payback based on this internal model. 

Experience and Financial Wherewithal 

Attachment 5: Applicant organizational chart 

Name of Attachment 5: 

ATTACHMENT 5: Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP Attachment_5.pdf 

Attachment 6: Resumes of key officers, management personnel, and proposed project 
management team 
Name of Attachment 6: 
ATTACHMENT 6: Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_6.pdf 

22. Please provide a brief history of your organization including experience relevant tothe proposed 
project, (250 words max.): 

Comcast is a global media and technology company and is one of the nation’s largest providers 
of high-speed internet services. Through our predecessors, we have developed, managed and 
operated cable systems since 1963. Comcast has operated its cable systems in Berrien County 
since 2002.  Since that time, Comcast completed network infrastructure improvements which 
enabled customers to receive advanced services including gigabit Internet service. This grant 
will enable Comcast to provide these services throughout the proposed project area. 

Attachment 7: Audited financial statements 

Name of Attachment 7: 

ATTACHMENT 7: Comcast_BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_7.pdf 

Connecting Michigan Communities Grant Application – page 8 



      

     
  

 

 

 
 

 

      

 

 
                

 
  

            
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

   
   

 

  
 

    
  

  
 

       
           
       

         
        

      
     

       
        
            

     
          

       
  

 

23. Please provide a brief statement to accompany your attached audited financial statementsand 
documentation, (250 words max.): 

Comcast Corporation (Nasdaq: CMCSA) is a global media and technology company 
with three primary businesses: Comcast Cable, NBCUniversal, and Sky. Comcast Cable is 
one of the United States’ largest video, high-speed internet, and phone providers to 
residential customers under the Xfinity brand, and also provides these services to 
businesses. It also provides wireless and security and automation services to residential 
customers under the Xfinity brand. NBCUniversal is global and operates news, 
entertainment and sports cable networks, the NBC and Telemundo broadcast networks, 
television production operations, television station groups, Universal Pictures, and Universal 
Parks and Resorts. Sky is one of Europe’s leading media and entertainment companies, 
connecting customers to a broad range of video content through its pay television services. It 
also provides communications services, including residential high-speed internet, phone, 
and wireless services. Sky operates the Sky News broadcast network and sports and 
entertainment networks, produces original content, and has exclusive content rights. Please 
see the attached 10k filing for detailed information. 

Long-Term Viability and Scalability 

Attachment 8: Evidence of network scalability 

Name of Attachment 8: 

ATTACHMENT 8: Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_8.pdf 

24. Please provide a description and evidence that the proposed infrastructure is scalable to meet the 
anticipated future connectivity demands of the proposed service area. Please indicate the end-
user connection speed to which the proposed network is designed to scale. This information must 
be certified by the equipment manufacturer or a professional engineer, (250 words max.): 

The proposed project will be built using Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification 
(DOCSIS) 3.1 technology.  DOCSIS is an international telecommunications standard that 
permits the addition of high-bandwidth data transfer to an existing cable television system. 

The design for the proposed project is based upon the current industry standards as developed 
by the Society for Cable Television Engineers (SCTE) and Comcast standards of broadband 
deployment. The proposed project is fully scalable and will be capable of providing broadband 
download speeds in excess of 1 Gbps with minor modifications. Comcast's high-speed, high-
capacity data services operate across our private, diverse network. With over 160,000 national 
route miles of fiber, it is the largest facilities based last mile alternative to similar last mile 
providers of data services. Comcast utilizes ARRIS cable modems and CMTS devices both of 
which have been certified by CableLabs for use with DOCSIS technology. For more 
information on the certification process and a detailed listing of devices, please visit 
www.cablelabs.com/specs/certification. 
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Attachment 9: Five-year, stand-alone project financial plan/forecast 

Name of Attachment 9: 

ATTACHMENT 9: 

Comcast_BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP_Attachment_9.pdf - Redacted 

Attachment 10: Affidavit of commitment to offer the proposed service and cost in the proposed service area for a 

minimum of five years after project completion. 

Name of Attachment 10: 

ATTACHMENT 10: 
Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_10.pdf 

25. Please provide a brief narrative to accompany your attached five-year stand-aloneproject 
financial plan/forecast, (400 words max.): 

As one of the largest high-speed Internet, video and phone providers in the United States, 
Comcast has a proven record of success.  Please see attachment 9 for details regarding the five-
year stand-alone project financial plan and forecast. 

Readiness 

Attachment 11: Budgetary engineering designs, diagrams, and maps that show the proposed project. 
Design documents must clearly demonstrate the applicant’s complete understanding of the project and 
ability to provide the proposed solution. This information must be certified by a Professional Engineer 
registered in Michigan. 
Name of Attachment 11: 

ATTACHMENT 11: Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_11.pdf - Redacted 

26. Please provide a brief statement to accompany your attached engineering designs, diagrams, 
and maps indicating your readiness to build, manage, and operate the proposed network, (250 
words max.): 

The design for the proposed project area is based upon the current industry standards as 
developed by the Society for Cable Television Engineers (SCTE) and Comcast standards of 
broadband deployment. The designs have been reviewed and approved by a certified 
Professional Engineer registered in Michigan. Comcast has operated, developed and 
managed the cable systems in Berrien County since 2002 and has fully deployed the DOCSIS 
3.1 technology throughout the service area. 
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32. Does this project affect/is the project located in or near local, state, or federal historic or 
potentially historic, architectural, or archeological resources? 

☐Yes X No 

If not, what remains to be done and what is required for completing the process of obtaining 

approvals? Include this information in the project schedule. 

33. Please briefly describe how the proposed project will leverage existing broadband networks, 
where practical, or be built in conjunction with other broadband infrastructure project(s), (250 
words max.): 

Comcast proposes to extend existing broadband infrastructure to the proposed project area. 

By extending the cable plant to the proposed project area, Comcast will be able to provide the 
same services in the proposed project area as in the adjacent existing service area. 

Community and Economic Development 

Attachment 12: Community letters of support 
Name of Attachment 12: 
ATTACHMENT 12: Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP _Attachment_12.pdf 

Attachment 13: Demonstration of customer interest in the proposed project 
Name of Attachment 13: 
ATTACHMENT 13: Comcast_ BUCHANAN TOWNSHIP_ Attachment_13.pdf 

Connecting Michigan Communities Grant Application – page 12 





      

                
 

   
  

 
 

 

 

   
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

      

  
   

 

  
      

   

 

    
   

 

 

  
 

      

 

  
  

 

  

 

36. If the proposed project includes connections to schools or libraries, please provide your SPIN or 
evidence of application for a SPIN from the FCC/Universal Service Administrative Company 
(USAC) and demonstration of your knowledge of E-rate and working with the FCC/USAC, (250 
words max.): 

The proposed project doesn’t include any connections to a school or library. 

37. Please briefly summarize howthe proposed service will impact the following sectors in the 
community: 

Public safety: 

Providing broadband service to proposed area will allow residents better access to emergency 

contact information, agencies, and resources. 

Healthcare: 

The introduction of telemedicine and access to electronic health records in rural areas will 

enable families to connect with doctors from around the country. Many hospitals and medical 
professionals have embraced telemedicine in for remote monitoring. 

Education: 

E-learning makes education accessible to everyone and providing those opportunities and access 
to critical resources to all communities is critical. Broadband access brings the world of education 
home for students of all ages. 

Government entities: 

Residents will have increased access to and be able to use the online tools and resources 
provided by local, state and federal governmental agencies. 

Libraries: 

Comcast has a long history of working and partnering with local libraries helping to build strong 
relationships in neighborhoods, towns and cities that we serve. The proposed project will enable 
residents in the project area to access on-line tools and resources provided by the local library. 

Attachment 16: Statements of impact/support from businesses (if applicable) 
Name of Attachment 16: 
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38. Please provide a brief description of businesses needing improved broadband service in the 
proposed project area and the level of improvement needed. Please also attach statementsor 
evidence from any impacted businesses regarding the benefits of the proposed connectivity 
solution and how it will impact the business, (250 words max.): 

The proposed project area does not include any existing businesses. However, the proposed 
project will be fully capable of supporting future business in the project area. Broadband access 
will help facilitate potential home-based business activity such as e-commerce, marketing, 
order fulfillment, and communications. 

39. If the proposed service area has a significant agricultural presence, please briefly describe how 
the proposed service will impact farmers and the agriculture community, (250 words max.): 

The proposed project area does not include existing agricultural sites. 

40. Is broadband included in a local, county, or regional economic development plan, master plan, or 
similar up-to-date planning document, or does the community in which the proposed service is to 
be deployed have a specific broadband/technology plan in place? 

Yes X No 

If yes, please list the name of the relevant plan and the jurisdiction implementing the plan. 

Plan Name: 

Jurisdiction: 

Connecting Michigan Communities Grant Application – page 15 



      

  
 

    
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 
    

 
      

     

     

      

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

  
 

   

 
      

  
 
      

 

   
      

  
 

 
 

   

     

Affordability and Service Limitations 

41. Using the table below, please indicate the download and upload speeds of the services tobe 
offered in the proposed service area offered over the initial five years of the project (attach 
additional sheets if necessary). The non-discounted/rack rate monthly pricing of unbundled 
internet-only service should be included for each service offered, as well as the monthly data 
allowance for customers (if applicable): 

Detailed below are the standard speed tiers and pricing for standalone Xfinity Internet service (i.e. non-promotion and not 
part of a multi-product bundle) as of the submittal of this application. Comcast cannot in good faith indicate that the pricing 
structure will remain the same over the next five years.  Comcast does anticipate speed increases to some or all of the tiers 
over the next five years. 

Name Download/ Upload Monthly Price Monthly Data 

Residential Internet Essentials* 15 Mbps/ 2 Mbps $9.95 1 Terrabyte 

Residential Performance Starter 25 Mbps/ 2 Mbps $50.00 1 Terrabyte 

Residential Performance 60 Mbps/ 5 Mbps $70.00 1 Terrabyte 

Residential Blast! 150 Mbps/ 10 Mbps $80.00 1 Terrabyte 

Residential Extreme 250 Mbps/ 20 Mbps $90.00 1 Terrabyte 

Residential Extreme Pro 400 Mbps/ 10 Mbps $100.00 1 Terrabyte 

Residential Gigabit Internet 1 Gbps/ 35 Mbps $110.00 1 Terrabyte 

Residential Gigabit Pro 2Gbps/2Gbps $299.95 Unlimited 

Commercial Starter Internet 25 Mbps/ 5 Mbps $69.96 Unlimited 

Commercial Business Internet 75 75 Mbps/ 15 Mbps $99.95 Unlimited 

Commercial Business Internet 150 150 Mbps/ 20 Mbps $139.95 Unlimited 

Commercial Business Internet 300 300 Mbps/ 25 Mbps $199.95 Unlimited 

Commercial Business Internet 1 
Gig 

1 Gbps/ 35 Mbps $499.95 Unlimited 

Prices for any offerings discussed in this application, are subject to change.  The schedule above represents the standard 
broadband pricing in Michigan as of 8/30/19. 

* Internet Essentials is available to customers meeting the program’s eligibility requirements. 

Please note, the above commercial products are generally used by small to midsized business.  Comcast also offers 
Metro-Ethernet service to larger businesses. Comcast is MEF-2 certified and is capable of offering 10 Gbps utilizing 
Metro-Ethernet. Prices for this service are individualized for each customer based upon the unique needs of the 
customer. 

42. Do you participate in the federal Lifeline program? 

☐Yes X No 
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43. Do you plan to offer a lower-cost monthly subscription plan for low-income households in the 
proposed service area? 

X Yes ☐No 

If yes, please briefly describe the program including the type of service to be offered, the monthly 

cost for qualifying household, and how you plan to determine household eligibility for such a 

program, (400 words max.): 

Everywhere Comcast deploys its network, it makes available Internet Essentials, which is the 
nation’s largest and most comprehensive broadband adoption program for low-income 
Americans. Internet Essentials was launched in 2011 and provides low-cost high-speed Internet 
service for $9.95 per month plus tax; the option to purchase an Internet-ready computer for 
under $150; and multiple options to access free digital literacy training in print, online, and in 
person. Comcast has connected more than 8 million low-income Americans in 2 million 
households to the transformative power of the Internet. Residents are eligible for Internet 
Essentials if they receive assistance from Medicaid, public housing assistance, SNAP, TANF, 
SSI, NSLP/Head Start, LIHEAP, WIC, VA Pension, or Tribal assistance. Other eligibility 
requirements apply. The state-of-the-art Internet Essentials website easily allows our partners to 
help spread the word about Internet Essentials and provides online digital skills training 
materials at no cost. 

Please visit www.internetessentials.com for more information. 

44. Does any of the proposed service area include (wholly or partially) an eligible distressed area (a 
list of eligible distressed areas can be found here: https://www.michigan.gov/mshda/0,4641,7-
141-48987 75951-181277--,00.html)? 

☐Yes X No 

If yes, please list the distressed community(ies) impacted by the proposed service area: 
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Adoption Strategy 

45. Please briefly describe any proposed digital literacy training events, materials, and/or resources 
that will be provided to residents or businesses impacted by the proposed connectivity. This 
description should include commitments from any partners included in the digital literacy training 
and the anticipated outcomes from related activities, (400 words max.): 

Everywhere Comcast deploys its network, it makes available Internet Essentials, which is the 
nation's largest and most comprehensive broadband adoption program for low-income 
Americans. Internet Essentials was launched in 2011 and provides low-cost high-speed Internet 
service for $9.95 per month plus tax; the option to purchase an Internet-ready computer for 
under $150; and multiple options to access free digital literacy training in print, online, and in 
person. Comcast has connected more than 8 million low-income Americans in 2 million 
households to the transformative power of the Internet. Residents are eligible for Internet 
Essentials if they receive assistance from Medicaid, public housing assistance, SNAP, TANF, 
SSI, NSLP/Head Start, LIHEAP, WIC, VA Pension, or Tribal assistance. Other eligibility 
requirements apply. 

46. Please briefly describe the materials and method(s) to be used for providing residents and 
businesses with information promoting the use of an internet connection for improving quality of 
life, access to resources, economic opportunity, etc., in the proposed service area. Partnerships 
with local CAIs that build awareness for enriching online opportunities for residents and 
businesses are highly encouraged. Examples of these opportunities include, but are not limited 
to, telehealth applications, access to government services, e-learning, job and career readiness 
programs, public safety information, cybersecurity training, etc., (400 words max.): 

Comcast will provide residents in the proposed project area with detailed information mailed to 
their homes regarding the availability and benefits of Internet service. Additionally, Comcast will 
provide this information to the Southwest Michigan Planning Council, the Pokagon Fund and 
the Berrien County Broadband Working Group for dissemination to the residents of the proposed 
project area. Additionally, trainings will be made available as part of the Internet Essentials 
program as described above. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________YR1 YR2 YR3 YR4 YR5 

Revenue 

Expenses 

Grant $244,243 

Construction ($350,257) 

Cash Flow 

Cumulative Cash Flow 
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