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Overview
• PART ONE:

– EGLE Onsite Wastewater Program 
– What is a Septic System?

• PART TWO:
– Onsite Wastewater in Michigan 
– Current Environmental Health Regulations

• PART THREE:
– Failed Onsite Wastewater Systems

• PART FOUR:
– Management Options and Resources
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PART ONE

EGLE Onsite Wastewater Program Overview
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WHAT IS THE EGLE 
ONSITE WASTEWATER 

PROGRAM?

ONSITE WASTEWATER 
STAFF PROVIDE:

PROGRAM SPECIFIC 
TRAINING TO LOCAL 

HEALTH DEPARTMENTS 
AND THE PRIVATE 

SECTOR.

SOILS TRAINING TO LOCAL 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

STAFF.

TECHNICAL EXPERTISE ON 
CONVENTIONAL AND 
ALTERNATIVE ONSITE 

WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT.
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Onsite Wastewater Program
Area Assignments

Jeremy Hoeh, PE, Supervisor
Environmental Health Programs Unit
HoehJ@Michigan.gov
517-284-6528

EGLE-DWEHD-EHS
Onsite Wastewater Program
P.O. Box 30817
Lansing, MI 48909-8311
Fax: 517-241-1328

Provided by 
Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Energy 
September 2019

Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division

Program Activities: Subdivision, condominium, and 
land division review and approvals; Onsite sewage 
program evaluations; Michigan Criteria for Subsurface 
Sewage Disposal (under 10,000 gpd systems); soil 
evaluations and training; Onsite sewage training; alternative
Onsite system review.

Dale Ladouceur, RS, Program Specialist 
LadouceurD@Michigan.gov
517-242-4010

David Cotton, PE
CottonD1@Michigan.gov
517-284-6539

Rob Wolfe
WolfeR@Michigan.gov
906-250-1287

Regina Young, RS
YoungR15@Michigan.gov
517-331-5086

Michigan.gov/EGLE/Onsite Wastewater

mailto:HoehJ@Michigan.gov
mailto:LadouceurD@michigan.gov
mailto:CottonD1@michigan.go
mailto:wolfer@michigan.gov
mailto:WolfeR@michigan.gov
mailto:YoungR15@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3313_71618_51002---,00.html
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What is a Septic System? 
AKA: Onsite Wastewater System

• Small-Scale Wastewater Treatment Plant
• The Largest Utility Investment For Your Home
• Designed Based On Specific Site Characteristics

Recycling of Water for Re-Use as 
Drinking Water or for our Surface Waters
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Conventional Septic System

Absorption Field

Septic Tank

Groundwater
Soil
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Recycling 

Image from Onsite Installer
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PART TWO

Onsite Wastewater in Michigan

Current Environmental Health Regulations
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Michigan Onsite Facts

Estimated over 1.3 million onsite 
systems and growing.

As new homes are built, 
approximately 50% of them 
utilize individual or small 
community onsite systems.
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Total Number of Systems Regionally

535,000

680,000

810,000
800,000

1,000,000

+ 1,300,000 total
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Relative Number 
of Onsite Systems 

by County
(1990 Census Data)

>68,000

30,000-35,000

25,000-34,000

20,000-24,000

15,000-23,000

10,000-14,000

5,000-9,000

1,000-4,000
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STATEWIDE 
SANITARY 

CODE?

Michigan is currently the 
last state in the nation to 
implement a statewide 
sanitary code for single 
family residences.

13 Bills drafted over 16 
years, none of which have 
passed.

Difficult to find agreement 
in the Stakeholder Process
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Statewide Regulations for Onsite Systems

Administrative Rules for land 
developments utilizing onsite 
systems including:

• Subdivisions
• Condominiums
• Land division less than 1 acre

Michigan criteria for onsite systems 
discharging between 1,000 and 
10,000 gallons per day.



15

Local Regulations for Onsite Systems

44 LHD Regulations for:

 The single and two-family residential onsite 
systems

 Commercial systems with flows less than 
1,000 gallons per day
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PART THREE

Failed Onsite Wastewater Systems



17

     



18

   



19

   

Photo courtesy of Old Dominion Onsite, Inc., Ashland, VA



20

Lush Grass Growth 
and Catch Basin at 
Surface
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Lush Grass Growth 
Leading to 
Roadside Ditch
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Water Valve Head
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PART FOUR

Management Options and Resources
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System Inventory 
and Awareness 
of Maintenance 
Needs…

…becoming  SepticSmart



25

What is 
SepticSmart?

SepticSmart is a nationwide public education 
effort by the Environmental Protection Agency 

with outreach activities and resources for 
homeowners, local organizations, and 

government leaders to encourage 
homeowners and communities to care for and 

maintain their septic systems.

SepticSmart

For more information visit; EPA.gov/Septic

http://www.epa.gov/septic
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Core Messages from Septic Sam
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If you moved from the city 
wouldn’t you like to know?
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Any Questions?
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Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

800-662-9278
Michigan.gov/EGLE

Thank you from the
Onsite Wastewater Program 

Michigan.gov/EGLE/Onsite

Follow us at:  Michigan.gov/EGLEConnect

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3313_71618_51002---,00.html
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3306-388510--,00.html&data=02|01|FeuersteinH@michigan.gov|1871aa83887a4b0c644d08d6c74896a4|d5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1|0|0|636915511908961303&sdata=fe3hjbWp%2Bxu3L36LeIf0XFYcZgRvp/cdvER529jJL8o%3D&reserved=0
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