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Used oil sorbent and absorbent materials that are designed to soak up oil from spills should be
recycled when possible. Many commercial absorbents can be used multiple times before they are
no longer effective in cleaning up oily spills. The oil can be physically extracted, and the
absorbents themselves can often be reused.

Oil-contaminated sorbents and absorbents that are not a hazardous waste and contain free
liquids must be managed as a liquid industrial by-product (LIB) under Michigan’s Part 121, Liquid
Industrial By-Products, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451,
as amended (NREPA). Non-hazardous oil contaminated absorbents that have exceeded their
useful life and can no longer be used to contain oil spills can be disposed at a licensed municipal
solid waste landfill after profiling and approval from the receiving landfill, if there are no free
liquids. To find companies who offer oil recycling services, search the Waste Data System. Select
“Advanced Search,” “Hazardous and Liquid Industrial Waste Site Activity Information,” and enter
“Yes” for “Used Oil Re-Refiner” and “Used Oil Processor.”

For consultant and/or recycling/disposal facility assistance, see the EGLE Consultant Directory,
or you can search the internet for used oil recyclers in Michigan. The EPA provides a list of
sorbents recyclers on their Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines Program Webpage. Just
scroll down to the table of vendors and search for “sorbents.”

Oil-contaminated absorbents that are listed or are characteristic hazardous waste must be
managed as hazardous waste and meet requirements under Part 111, Hazardous Waste
Management, of the NREPA. These must be separated from non-hazardous oil-contaminated
absorbents. See the following resources to learn more about waste characterization, generator
status, and the accumulation requirements for hazardous waste generated at large, small, and
very small quantity hazardous waste generators:

o Waste Webinar Series Webpage

e Hazardous Waste Generator Status and Accumulation Requirements Summary

Hazardous waste generators are not required to obtain a permit to add absorbent materials to
hazardous waste in a container, if the conditions in Rule 503(1)(i) of the Part 111 Administrative
Rules are met. The treatment must also meet the land disposal restrictions found in Rule 313 of
the Part 111 Administrative Rules, involve removal of any free liquids, and have special approval
from the receiving municipal solid waste landfill to be managed as a solid waste.
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https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/hazardous-waste/liquid-industrial-byproducts/part-121-liquid-industrial-by-products-formerly-liquid-industrial-waste-statutory-changes
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(dym02u3gwh2cjhihuqufvatm))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-act-451-of-1994.pdf)
https://egle.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=82382f474970419bb1e41b6d25c55b01&showLayers=1871426ecad-layer-10;186800176da-layer-7&utm_source=gis-map&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=splash&utm_content=Michigan-Materials-Management-Facilities-Map
https://egle.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=82382f474970419bb1e41b6d25c55b01&showLayers=1871426ecad-layer-10;186800176da-layer-7&utm_source=gis-map&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=splash&utm_content=Michigan-Materials-Management-Facilities-Map
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Regulatory-Assistance/Guidebooks/Waste-Characterization-Reference-Book/Waste-Characterization-Reference-Book-ch11.pdf
https://www.egle.state.mi.us/wdspi/AdvancedSearch.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/regulatory-assistance/compliance-assistance/environmental-consultant-assistance/consultant-directory
https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/outreach/webinar-series/waste
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/Hazardous-Waste/Hazardous-Waste-Generator-Category-Accumulation-Requirements.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/MMD-Laws/Part111Rules.pdf?rev=0663e9275d284071a90ad88e79b6d8f6&hash=FAE11FA9529307E7904535BEDE1166B6
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/MMD-Laws/Part111Rules.pdf?rev=0663e9275d284071a90ad88e79b6d8f6&hash=FAE11FA9529307E7904535BEDE1166B6
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Regulatory-Assistance/Guidebooks/Waste-Characterization-Reference-Book/Waste-Characterization-Reference-Book-ch4.pdf

USED OIL CONTAMINATED SORBENTS, ABSORBENTS, AND OTHER PETROLEUM BASED CONTAMINATED MATERIALS

Reusable textiles like rags, shop towels, gloves, and uniforms that have been contaminated with
oils are exempt from the hazardous waste regulations if they are reused and meet all of the
following requirements in Rule 206(3)(g):

e The textiles are being laundered or dry-cleaned for reuse.
e The textiles do not contain free liquids.
e The containers used to store the textiles do not contain free liquids.

e Hazardous waste is not mixed with the textile after its original use.

Let your cleaning company know the type of oils being used, so they can determine the best way
to clean the textiles and the effect on their own waste stream. If you have a sensitive process,
you may want to make special arrangements with the cleaners, so that you only get your textiles
back to avoid any cross contamination from chemicals or oils in materials from other facilities
that they also clean.

Petroleum contaminated soil, groundwater, and other debris generated as a result of leaking
underground storage tanks (UST) are exempt from the hazardous waste regulations, if it is
managed to meet both of the following requirements in accordance with Rule 204(2)(m):

v The contaminated material is only hazardous due to the presence of benzene, or other
D019-D043 toxic constituents found in Table 201a of the Part 111 Rules, and

v" The site is being cleaned up under the leaking UST requirements found in Part 213, Leaking
Underground Storage Tanks, of the NREPA.

This exemption does not apply to aboveground storage tanks releases, from contamination
associated with a UST due to overfilling or other causes besides leaking, or other contamination
sources. Discuss cleanup requirements with your local Hazardous Waste Program staff.
Depending on the release situation, the cleanup may be overseen by the Remediation and
Redevelopment Division or the Materials Management Division.

This publication is intended for guidance only and does not have the force and effect of law. Any
information presented could be impacted by changes in legislation, rules, policies, and procedures
adopted after the date of publication. Although this publication makes every effort to teach users how to
meet applicable compliance obligations, use of this publication does not constitute the rendering of legal
advice, nor does it serve to supersede any legal requirements developed elsewhere.

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status,
disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration
of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable
laws and regulations.

Individuals with disabilities may request this material in an alternative format by emailing EGLE-
Accessibility@Michigan.gov or calling800-662-9278.



https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/MMD-Laws/Part111Rules.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-451-1994-II-8-213
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