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AGENDA 
MICHIGAN FIRE FIGHTERS TRAINING COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Lansing Community College – West Campus 
5708 Cornerstone Drive, Lansing, MI 48917 – Room W157 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019 
1:30 PM 

 
I. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum Chairperson Tackett 

 
II. Approval of Agenda Chairperson Tackett 

 
III. Approval of Minutes:   August 13, 2019 Special Meeting 

August 13, 2019 Regular Meeting 
August 13, 2019 Closed Session 
September 5, 2019 Special Meeting 
September 24, 2019 Special Meeting                                

Chairperson Tackett 
 

IV. Communications Chairperson Tackett 
 

V. State Fire Marshal’s Report Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer 
 

VI. Curriculum Work Group Report: Minutes August 8, 2019 
 Minutes September 4, 2019 

 

Councilperson Blomstrom 
 

VII. Old Business  
   
VIII. New Business  
 a. Increased Funding for FFI and II Programs Councilperson Blomstrom 
 b. Q Course Applications:  
 1. Rapid Intervention Crew – Awareness Justin Holmes 
 2. Rapid Intervention Crew – Operations Justin Holmes 
 3. The Professional Volunteer Fire Department William Deckett 
 4. Pump Operator – Overcoming Real World Challenges Danny Evans 
 5. Hazardous Material Technician (MI Train #1081543) Tim Lubitz 
 6. Basement & Cellar Fire Suppression John Brophy 
 7. Workplace Bullying: Awareness for Today’s Fire 

Service 
John Brophy 

 8. Workplace Bullying: Operational Considerations for the 
Company Fire Officer 

John Brophy 

 9. Workplace Bulling: Strategic Approaches for the Chief 
Fire Officer 

John Brophy 

 10. Defense and Tactics for Fire and EMS Responders Brad Smith 
 11. Rope Rescue Tech Level/Operations Level 

 
Teresa Haskin 

IX. Public Comment 
 

 

X. Council Comment  
 

XII. Adjournment Chairperson Tackett 
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MINUTES 
MICHIGAN FIRE FIGHTERS TRAINING COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

WORK SESSION - RULES 
Lansing Community College – West Campus, Room W157 

5708 Cornerstone Drive, Lansing, MI 48917 
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 

9:00 AM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chad Tackett, Chairperson, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs  
Brian Blomstrom, Vice Chair, Michigan Fire Service Instructors Association 
Alan Styles, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Lynnae White, Michigan Fire Inspectors Society 
Greg Janik, Michigan Municipal League 
Jacob Steichen, Nominee of the State Fire Marshal 
Aileen Pettinger, Michigan Professional Firefighters Union 
Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, Ex-officio Member 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Terrance Blackmer, Michigan State Firemen’s Association 
 
BUREAU OF FIRE SERVICES STAFF PRESENT: 
Hollie Metts, Assistant to the State Fire Marshal/Recording Secretary 
Dan Hammerberg, Region 1 Coordinator 
TJ Richardson, Region 2 Coordinator  
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Liz Arasim, LARA Office of Policy and Legislative Affairs 
Robert Bryant, West Bloomfield Township Fire Department 
David Cutway, Green Lake Fire Department 
Bill Parker, Blair Township and Paradise Fire Departments 
Dan Besson, Leland Township, Leelanaw County Chiefs 
Ryan Tibbets, Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety 
Chris Stoecklein, Canton Fire Department 
Josh Mosher, Midland Fire Department/Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Teresa Robinson, Lansing Fire Department 
Gerald Luedecking, Richland Township Fire Department 
Jack White, Shelby Benowa Fire Department/Hartland Area Fire Department 
Dan Yost, Grant Township Fire Department 
Andy Down, Long Lake Fire Department 
Joshua Meier, Canton Department of Public Safety 
Robert Smith, Dexter Area Fire Department 
Dave Glotzbach, Muskegon Township Fire Department 
Mark Cleveland, Eggleston Township Fire Department 



 

 

Greg Mowbray, Brighton Area Fire Department 
Mark Nicolai, Muskegon Township Fire Department 
Mike Keefe, Allendale Fire Department 
Kevin, Christiansen, Lansing Fire Department 
Chris Coughlin, Midland Fire Department 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 
Chairperson Tackett called the special meeting/work session to order at 9:03 a.m.  A quorum 
was determined present. 
 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
19-8-01  
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Janik and seconded by Councilperson Blomstrom 
to approve the August 13, 2019 special meeting agenda as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
III. COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that he met with Chief Luedecking from Richland Township to 
discuss his concerns regarding the draft rules.  A town hall meeting has also been scheduled 
for August 22, 2019 at 7:00 pm in Richland Township. 
 
Councilperson White shared that she received an email from Deputy Chief Mantels from the 
Saugatuck Township Fire District voicing his concerns regarding reciprocity.  Councilperson 
White also shared his concerns with the Michigan Fire Inspectors Society board, as he 
requested. 

 
Chairperson Tackett received the following communications: 

- Received a similar email from Deputy Chief Mantels regarding reciprocity. 
- Received a message from Michael Lopez inquiring about the status of Instructor I and II. 
- Received a message from Chief Cleveland from Eggleston Township regarding 

instructor concerns.   
- Received an email from Scott Duncan requesting clarification on the fire chief 

appointment. 
- Received a message from Chief Luedecking, which the Fire Marshal addressed. 

 
Councilperson Styles shared that he received a message from Jeff Johnson inquiring about 
the parameters for Instructor I and Ed Meth. 
 
Councilperson Pettinger received an email from Steve Perna of the Warren Fire Department 
regarding curriculum. 
 
Councilperson Blomstrom:  None. 
 
Councilperson Janik:  None. 
 
Councilperon Steichen:  None. 



 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS:   
 

a. Fire Fighter Training Council General Rules Update:  A revised draft of the Fire 
Fighter Training Council General Rules was provided to the council in their meeting 
packets and projected for all attendees to view during the work session.   
 
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that edits from a previous draft document caused some 
confusion regarding continuing education.  Specifically, while cleaning up the document 
to read as the Office of Regulatory Reinvention will require the language to be, the 
meaning of that section had been changed when the word “shall” had been inserted.  
The Fire Marshal agreed that the language should be corrected however, the council 
had not gotten to that section of the document to vet the language.  The Fire Marshal 
asked all attendees to keep in mind that the draft is a work in progress and to be patient 
as the council works their way through the draft.  He also shared that the council would 
discuss reciprocity at a later date. 
 
Region Coordinator TJ Richardson made changes to the document per the discussion.  
The topics discussed included fire chief, requirements based on population, the 
application process, and fire instructor I and II.  Region Coordinator Richardson cleaned 
up the section regarding fire inspector however, the requirements will remain the same. 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 
Chief Luedecking, Richland Township stated he appreciates the work the council is doing 
but asked that they remember the volunteer and paid on call firefighters while drafting the rules. 

 
Chief Smith, Dexter Area Fire Department shared his thoughts on the requirements for fire 
chiefs.  He suggested that municipalities submit their chosen candidate to the Bureau of Fire 
Services and that the bureau works with them on the requirements.   

 
Assistant Chief Robinson, Lansing Fire Department inquired about instructor I and II 
qualifications in the SMOKE program.  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared the effective date of 
when they completed the course if available.   

 
Chief Glotzbach, Muskegon Township Fire Department said he appreciated the discussion 
and that he thought there was great dialogue today.   
 
Chief Coughlin, Midland Fire Department shared that after attending the special 
meeting/work session he feels the council is moving in the right direction.  He also appreciates 
that the council is considering all firefighters during this process.   
 
Chief Luedecking added that he hopes council considers how far they mandate training and to 
keep in mind the volunteer firefighters.  

 
VI. COUNCIL COMMENT: 
 

Councilperson Blomstrom:  None. 
 
Councilperson Janik shared that he is happy with the progress during the work session and 



 

 

that he thought there was a lot of objectivity during the discussion. 
 
Councilperson White:  None. 
 
Councilperson Styles:  None. 
 
Councilperson Steichen encouraged attendees to reach out to the council with input regarding 
the rules. 
 
Councilperson Pettinger shared she thought there was good dialogue today. 
 
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer encouraged attendees to return for the regular meeting after the lunch 
break and to attend the upcoming town hall meetings.   

 
Chairperson Tackett echoed the Fire Marshal’s comments and thanked everyone for attending. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
19-8-02 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Janik and seconded by Councilperson Steichen to 
adjourn the special meeting/work session.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned at 
11:53 am. 
 

APPROVED:  
 
 
 
_____________________________________  
Chairperson Tackett  
 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Councilmember 
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MINUTES 
MICHIGAN FIRE FIGHTERS TRAINING COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Lansing Community College – West Campus, Room W157 
5708 Cornerstone Drive, Lansing, MI 48917 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
1:30 PM 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chad Tackett, Chairperson, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs  
Brian Blomstrom, Vice Chair, Michigan Fire Service Instructors Association 
Alan Styles, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Lynnae White, Michigan Fire Inspectors Society 
Greg Janik, Michigan Municipal League 
Jacob Steichen, Nominee of the State Fire Marshal 
Aileen Pettinger, Michigan Professional Firefighters Union 
Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, Ex-officio Member 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Terrance Blackmer, Michigan State Firemen’s Association 
 
BUREAU OF FIRE SERVICES STAFF PRESENT: 
Hollie Metts, Assistant to the State Fire Marshal/Recording Secretary 
Dan Hammerberg, Region 1 Coordinator 
TJ Richardson, Region 2 Coordinator  
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Steve McKellar, Plainfield Township Fire Department 
Jeromy Robertson, VanBuren Tech 
Larry Gambotto, Rochester Hills Fire Department 
Stacy Theis, Michigan State Police, EMHSTC 
Ron Haganan, Michigan State Police, EMHSTC 
Kevin Christensen, Lansing Fire Department 
Trevin Robinson, Auburn Hills Fire Department 
Robert Bryant, West Bloomfield Township Fire Department 
David Cutway, Green Lake Fire Department 
Bill Parker, Blair Township and Paradise Fire Departments 
Philip Duczyminski, Novi Fire Department 
Dan Besson, Leland Township, Leelanau County Chiefs 
Doug Bourgeios, Beaver Creek Fire Department 
Ryan Tibbets, Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety 
Chris Stoecklein, Canton Fire Department 
Josh Mosher, Midland Fire Department/Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Teresa Robinson, Lansing Fire Department 
Gerald Luedecking, Richland Township Fire Department 



 

 

Jack White, Shelby Benowa Fire Department/Hartland Area Fire Department 
Dan Yost, Grant Township Fire Department 
Andy Down, Long Lake Fire Department 
Dave Glotzbach, Muskegon Township Fire Department 
Mark Cleveland, Eggleston Township Fire Department 
Greg Mowbray, Brighton Area Fire Department 
Mark Nicolai, Muskegon Township Fire Department 
Kevin Christiansen, Lansing Fire Department 
Chris Coughlin, Midland Fire Department 
Steve Perna, Warren Fire Department 
Bill Pawluk, Lansing Community College 
Liam Carroll, Schoolcraft College Regional Training Center 
Tom Frazier, Michigan Townships Association 
Scott Tobey, ERSI 
Dave VanHolstien, MUSAR 
Dan Reynolds, Macomb Fire Academy 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 
Chairperson Tackett called the regular meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  A quorum was 
determined present. 
 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
19-8-03 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Janik and seconded by Councilperson Blomstrom 
to approve the August 13, 2019 regular meeting agenda, as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
19-8-04 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Steichen and seconded by Councilperson 
Blomstrom to approve the following minutes as presented: 
 
June 11, 2019 Special Meeting 
June 11, 2019 Regular Meeting 
 
MOTION CARRIED.  

 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
None. 

 
V. STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT: 

 
a) Course Summary:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer provided the council with a revised course 

summary handout. 
b) Grant Awards:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer provided the council with an update regarding the 



 

 

2019 Michigan Fire Fighters Training Council grants, including a color-coded list of both 
grants awarded and pending, an update regarding grant purchased equipment, and reports 
received from grant recipients (FMG-022, FMG-096, and FMG-112). 

 
c) Fireworks Funds:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer reported the remaining fund balance as of 

August 12, 2019 is $26,938.53.  He provided the council with suggestions on how to spend 
the remaining funds as the pending grant applications require significant work to be 
completed by the end of FY19.  
 

d) Town Hall Meetings:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer advised two town hall meetings have been 
scheduled and encouraged fire service members to attend: 
 
August 22, 2019 – Richland Township 
October 2, 2019 - Hartland 

 
e) NFIRS Reporting:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared the bureau will run a report on the 20th 

of the month to see who has not reported in NFIRS and reminded attendees of the reporting 
requirements per Public Act 291.   

 
VI. CURRICULUM WORK GROUP REPORT:  Councilperson Blomstrom shared that the 

Curriculum Work Group met on June 22nd and August 8th.  Their meetings focused on the Fire 
Fighter I exam and review of the practical stations.  The next meeting date is pending however, 
the work group hopes to complete their review of exams and practical stations by October 1st. 

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

 
a) Clarification on Driver Training Process:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer provided clarification 

regarding the driver training process, as requested at the previous meeting.  The Bureau of 
Fire Services also sent a memo and flow chart out on GovDelivery explaining the process. 
 

b) Course Hours on Certificates:  As requested at the previous meeting, the Bureau of Fire 
Services looked into the possibility of adding course hours on certificates in SMOKE.  The 
Fire Marshal shared that while this is not an easy fix due to coding and associated costs, it 
could be a future enhancement. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS:   
 
a) Inactivate Non-Supported NFA Courses:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer advised that several 

courses are no longer supported by the National Fire Academy.  As such, the Bureau of 
Fire Services has been directed stop delivering these courses in Michigan.   

 
19-8-05 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Styles and seconded by Councilperson White 
to inactivate the below courses as they are no longer supported by the National Fire 
Academy.  Further as of July 5, 2019, the Bureau of Fire Services will no longer approve 
course applications for these courses per the National Fire Academy.  All currently 
scheduled courses listed in this motion must be completed by September 30, 2019. 
 



 

 

• G02B  Health and Safety Officer (O0730) 

• I10A  Leadership I 

• I11A  Leadership II 

• I12A  Leadership III 
 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

b) NFA Course Approvals:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that the outdated Michigan Fire 
Fighters Training Council courses listed below that have not been revised and approved by 
council.   
 
19-8-06 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Janik and seconded by Councilperson 
Blomstrom to inactivate the following courses:  

 

• C04A Detection of Arson and Suspicious Fires 

• F04A Clandestine Drug Lab Awareness  

• L15A  Flammable Liquids 

Further, all currently scheduled courses as of August 13, 2019 listed in this motion must be 
completed by September 30, 2019.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
c) NFA Course Approvals:  The Fire Marshal recommended the following National Fire 

Academy hand-off classes be adopted and approved for the Michigan Fire Fighters Training 
Council course catalog.  These courses would require train-the-trainers to fully implement 
these courses throughout the state. 

 

• O0497 Introduction to NFIRS 5.0 

• O0722 Health and Safety Program Manager 

• O0646 Leadership in Supervision: Creating Environments for Professional Growth  

• O0647 Leadership in Supervision: Perspectives in Thinking  

• O0648 Leadership in Supervision: Frameworks to Success  

• O0635 Best Practices in Community Risk Reduction 

• O0636 Building Organizational Support for Community Risk Reduction 

• O0144 Department Wellness Program 

• O0290 Training Operations in Small Departments 

• O0609 Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents 

Each of these courses are two-day courses ranging from 12-16 hours in length per NFA 
curriculum development guidelines.  Each train-the-trainer will be conducted once in each 
region and preference will be given for certified Instructor 1 and/or 2 participants.  We 
estimate that each train-the-trainer course will cost between $1,800-$2,200 for each 
offering, using NFA-approved contract instructors for each course.   

 
The Bureau of Fire Services requests that council allocate a total of $50,000 from the FY20 
training funds prior to distribution to Michigan’s 83 counties to be used for the cost of 
hosting the train-the-trainer courses listed above. 



 

 

19-8-07 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Blomstrom and seconded by Councilperson 
Pettinger that the following National Fire Academy hand-off courses will be activated and 
approved for delivery in Michigan: 

 

• O0497 Introduction to NFIRS 5.0 

• O0722 Health and Safety Program Manager 

• O0646 Leadership in Supervision: Creating Environments for Professional Growth  

• O0647 Leadership in Supervision: Perspectives in Thinking  

• O0648 Leadership in Supervision: Frameworks to Success  

• O0635 Best Practices in Community Risk Reduction 

• O0636 Building Organizational Support for Community Risk Reduction 

• O0144 Department Wellness Program 

• O0290 Training Operations in Small Departments 

• O0609 Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents 

Note: All are two-day classes.  MOTION CARRIED. 
   

d) Fireworks Safety Funding After August 15, 2019:  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer asked the 
council to consider funding the below classes using FY20 fireworks safety fees prior to the 
FY20 allocations. 
 
18-8-08 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Steichen and seconded by Councilperson 
Pettinger to allocate $50,000.00 to fund the following National Fire Academy hand-off train-
the-trainer courses using FY20 fireworks safety fees prior to FY20 allocation to Michigan’s 
83 counties (20 train-the-trainers conducted by authorized National Fire Academy 
instructors): 

 

• O0497 Introduction to NFIRS 5.0 

• O0722 Health and Safety Program Manager 

• O0646 Leadership in Supervision: Creating Environments for Professional Growth  

• O0647 Leadership in Supervision: Perspectives in Thinking  

• O0648 Leadership in Supervision: Frameworks to Success  

• O0635 Best Practices in Community Risk Reduction 

• O0636 Building Organizational Support for Community Risk Reduction 

• O0144 Department Wellness Program 

• O0290 Training Operations in Small Departments 

• O0609 Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents 
 

Councilperson Blomstrom asked if the allocated amount could be changed in FY20.  Fire 
Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that the disbursements of $17,500.00 could be changed 
however, the FY20 budget is set for $2.3 million.  MOTION CARRIED. 

   
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer added that approximately 45 days remain until the end of FY19.  
As the remaining grant applications would take a considerable amount of work to complete 



 

 

by the end of the fiscal year, the Fire Marshal requested the council to allow the Bureau of 
Fire Services to expend the remaining FY19 funding. 

 
19-9-09 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Pettinger and seconded by Councilperson 
Janik to allow the Bureau of Fire Services to expend the remaining funds through the end 
of FY19 as appropriate.  Chairperson Tackett asked the Fire Marshal to take into 
consideration the pending grant applications first.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
e) Funding for Equipment: Covered during the Fire Marshal’s report. 

 
f) FY20 Overview:  The Fire Marshal suggested that fire departments run q courses to 

expend the money and train firefighters in FY20.  Chairperson Tackett stressed that fire 
departments should not schedule an old curriculum. 
 

g) Iosco County Non-Traditional FF I and II Curriculum:  Region Coordinator Dan 
Hammerberg shared that Iosco County is requesting to do a non-traditional Firefighter I and 
II curriculum using Jones and Bartlett.  A course summary handout was provided.  

 
19-9-10 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Styles and seconded by Councilperson 
Steichen to approve Iosco County’s request to run a non-traditional Fire Fighter I and II 
curriculum as outlined in the course summary.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

h) Q Course Applications: 
 

a. When Seconds Count We Count Seconds 
Instructors: Howard Rinewalt and Mo Davis / Phone: 832-596-9754 
 
19-9-11 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Styles and seconded by Councilperson 
Blomstrom to approve the curriculum.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
b. Community Risk Reduction: A Primer 

Instructor: Lawrence Morabito / Phone: 734-778-1502 / Email: 
firechief133@gmail.com  
 
19-9-12 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Janik and seconded by Councilperson 
White to approve the curriculum.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
c. Community Outreach for the Fire Officer 

Instructors: Kyle Svoboda and Lisa Hoffer / Phone: 616-520-1532 / Email: 
svobodak@plainfieldmi.org   
 
19-9-13 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Pettinger and seconded by 
Councilperson Blomstrom to approve the curriculum.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

mailto:firechief133@gmail.com
mailto:svobodak@plainfieldmi.org


 

 

d. Hazardous Materials Operations Level 8-Hour Refresher 
Instructors: MSP EMHSTC Staff / Phone: 517-284-3821 / Email: 
EMHSTC@michigan.gov   
 
19-9-14 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Styles and seconded by Councilperson 
White to approve the curriculum.  Councilperson Blomstrom and Chairperson 
Tackett abstained from voting.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
e. First Annual Michigan Hazmat Responder Conference 

Instructor: Varies / Phone: 517-284-3821 / Email: EMHSTC@michigan.gov   
 
19-9-15 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson White and seconded by Councilperson 
Styles to approve the curriculum.  Funding was discussed.  Councilperson White 
amended the motion to approve the conference cost of $250 per person not 
including lodging and food.  Councilperson Styles accepted the amendment.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

Scott Tobey, ERSI provided the council with an update on the MUSAR/ERSI Online 
Technical Rescue Awareness Programs.  A handout was provided.  They hope to have the 
program finalized by December.   
 
Phil Duczyminski, Novi Fire Department asked about funding an online learning program 
using FY19 funds.  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that it could be funded using FY19 
funds if the online program was completed by September 30, 2019. 
 
Mark Cleveland, Eggleston Township Fire Department requested clarification on NFIRS 
reporting and funding for non-reporting departments.  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer advised 12-
consequitive months are required to receive funding and that fire departments can enter 
their reports at any time.  To participate in funded courses, non-reporting fire departments 
will be required to pay a fee at the start of the class.  The course manager is responsible for 
collecting the fee.  Chief Cleveland also advised that there are courses scheduled for the 
first weekend in September should additional funding become available. 

 
X. COUNCIL COMMENT: 

 
Councilperson Janik:  None. 

 
Councilperson White: Thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. 

 
Councilperson Styles:  None. 

 
Councilperson Blomstrom: Shared that he was impressed with the turnout between both 
meetings and appreciated the feedback regarding the rules. 
 

mailto:EMHSTC@michigan.gov
mailto:EMHSTC@michigan.gov


 

 

Councilperson Steichen:  Thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  He shared that 
fire service members in northern Michigan are starting to take advantage of GovDelivery.   
 
Councilperson Pettinger: Appreciates the reports on the grants and the update regarding 
the MUSAR course.  

  
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer: Reminded county training chairpersons to turn in their training 
surveys by September 1st and shared that the bureau looks forward to a busy few weeks as 
we close out FY19. 
 
Chairperson Tackett:  Suggested rescheduling the October 8th meeting as it conflicts with 
the MEMA Conference and Fire Prevention Week.  The council agreed that October 22nd 
would work pending availability of the room.   
 

XI. INSTURCTOR INVESTIGATION – CLOSED SESSION 
 

19-8-16 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Blomstrom and seconded by Councilperson 
Janik to move into closed session.  MOTION CARRIED.  The council took a brief break at 
3:05 pm while the room cleared out and went into closed session from 3:22 pm to 3:37 pm. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

19-8-19 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Steichen and seconded by Councilperson 
Blomstrom to adjourn the regular meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned 
at 3:40 pm. 

 
APPROVED:  
 
 
 
_____________________________________  
Chairperson Tackett  
 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Councilmember 
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MINUTES 
MICHIGAN FIRE FIGHTERS TRAINING COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

WORK SESSION - RULES 
Delta Township Fire Department 

811 N. Canal Road, Lansing, MI 48917 
Thursday, September 5, 2019 

9:00 a.m. 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chad Tackett, Chairperson, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs (joined at 9:10 a.m.) 
Brian Blomstrom, Vice Chair, Michigan Fire Service Instructors Association 
Lynnae White, Michigan Fire Inspectors Society 
Terrance Blackmer, Michigan State Firemen’s Association 
Jacob Steichen, Nominee of the State Fire Marshal 
Aileen Pettinger, Michigan Professional Firefighters Union 
Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, Ex-officio Member 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Alan Styles, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Greg Janik, Michigan Municipal League 
 
BUREAU OF FIRE SERVICES STAFF PRESENT: 
Hollie Metts, Assistant to the State Fire Marshal/Recording Secretary 
TJ Richardson, Region 2 Coordinator  
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Liz Arasim, LARA Office of Policy and Legislative Affairs 
Steven McKellar, Plainfield Township Fire Department 
Mark Cleveland, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Adam Carroll, Hartland Area Fire 
Nick Miller, Hamburg Township Fire Department 
Ryan Tibbets, Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety 
Jack White, Shelby-Benona Fire Department 
Matt Calus, Delta Township Fire Department 
Chris Stoecklein, Canton Fire Department 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 
Vice Chairperson Blomstrom called the special meeting/work session to order at 9:03 a.m.  
A quorum was determined present. 
 



 

 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
19-9-01 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Pettinger and seconded by Councilperson 
White to approve the special meeting agenda for September 5, 2019.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
III. COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
Councilperson Steichen shared that he has received new correspondence since the last 
meeting but has not had a chance to review it.  He will bring these items back to the next 
meeting. 

 
Councilperson Blackmer has received about a dozen inquiries regarding the fire officer 
classes.  He shared that these individuals want to run fire officer classes over the winter 
and are not happy that the rules will not be finished. 

 
Councilperson Blomstrom received an inquiry regarding county allocations.  Specifically, 
whether a fee can be charged if all county funding is used.  Councilperson Blomstrom 
shared that he spoke to the Fire Marshal and the he confirmed that a fee may be charged if 
all county funding is used. 

 
Councilperson White has not received any new inquiries since the last meeting. 

 
Councilperson Pettinger also received an inquiry regarding officer classes.  She shared 
that she contacted Region Coordinator Dan Hammerberg and he was able to answer her 
questions.   

 
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer: 

o Held a town hall meeting in Richland, Michigan on August 22, 2019.  Some of the 
attendees voiced concerns regarding in-house training.  Others shared that they 
felt the council was trying to get rid of volunteer firefighters.  The Fire Marshal 
confirmed that is not the case.  Councilperson Blackmer stated he has also heard 
that the council is trying to get rid of volunteer firefighters. 

o To make the rules process easier to follow, the Fire Marsal advised the Michigan 
Fire Fighters Training Council section on the bureau website will be 
reorganized/updated and will include the following: a current draft of the rules 
that will be updated after every work session, a copy of Public Act 291 of 1966, 
MIOSHA Part 74, and contact information for the council members. 

o Has been advised by the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs that all 
governor appointees will be issued a State of Michigan email account. 

o Regarding Councilperson Blackmer’s comments on fire officer classes, the Fire 
Marshal shared that he has also heard these concerns from the fire service.  
Most of the people he has talked to have shared that they will focus on Firefighter 
I and II and Instructor I courses.  If there is funding left over, the Fire Marshal has 
encouraged departments to consider using the funding for regional 
collaborations, equipment purchases, and/or Q Courses.   



 

 

• Chairperson Tackett has not received new correspondence since the last meeting. 
 

• Liz Arasim shared that the Michigan Office of Administrative Hearings and Rules 
(formerly the Office of Regulatory Reinvention) has provided clarification on the 
requested items from the last meeting.  Fire Instructor, rather than Fire Service 
Instructor, will be the language used for this certification and firefighter shall be one 
word to remain consistent with the Act.  
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Fire Fighter Training Council General Rules Update:  A revised draft of the Fire 
Fighter Training Council General Rules was provided to the council in their meeting 
packets and projected for all attendees to view during the work session.  Region 
Coordinator TJ Richardson made changes to the document per the current 
discussion.  The council started with a review of the Fire Instructor I, II and III 
classifications with a brief break at 10:40 a.m.  At 11:00 a.m. the discussion 
regarding Instructor III resumed. 
 
19-9-02 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Pettinger and seconded by 
Councilperson Blomstrom to adjourn the meeting from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
The discussion resumed at 1:35 p.m. and covered the fire service instructor and fire 
investigator classifications.  
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

Chief Carroll shared that he has some comments regarding reciprocity that he will share 
when the council is ready to have that discussion.  
 

VI. COUNCIL COMMENT: 
 

Councilperson Steichen shared that he broadened his email list to include more of the fire 
service in northern Michigan and the UP.  He encouraged them to reach out to him with 
questions and/or feedback regarding the rules. 

 
Councilperson Blackmer: None. 

 
Councilperson Blomstrom: None. 

 
Councilperson White: None. 

 
Councilperson Pettinger: None. 
 
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that approximately 165 fire departments in Michigan are 



 

 

not currently reporting in NFIRS.  The non-reporting departments are not limited to a specific 
area but scattered throughout the state.  The Fire Marshal shared that the bureau will be 
sending letters early next week to the city managers and township supervisors advising of the 
requirements in the Act as well as information regarding the free software that is used for 
reporting.  Overall, 84% of fire departments are submitting fire reports. 
 
Chairperson Tackett thanked the council for their work today and shared that he thought the 
work session was productive. 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
19-9-03 
A MOTION was made by Councilperson Pettinger and seconded by Councilperson 
Steichen to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned at 2:56 
p.m. 

 
 

APPROVED:  
 
 
 
_____________________________________  
Chairperson Tackett  
 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Councilmember 
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MINUTES 
MICHIGAN FIRE FIGHTERS TRAINING COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

WORK SESSION - RULES 
Delta Township Fire Department 

811 N. Canal Road, Lansing, MI 48917 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 

9:00 a.m. 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Brian Blomstrom, Vice Chair, Michigan Fire Service Instructors Association 
Greg Janik, Michigan Municipal League 
Aileen Pettinger, Michigan Professional Firefighters Union (joined at 9:46 a.m.) 
Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, Ex-officio Member 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Chad Tackett, Chairperson, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs  
Alan Styles, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Lynnae White, Michigan Fire Inspectors Society 
Terrance Blackmer, Michigan State Firemen’s Association 
Jacob Steichen, Nominee of the State Fire Marshal 
 
BUREAU OF FIRE SERVICES STAFF PRESENT: 
Hollie Metts, Assistant to the State Fire Marshal/Recording Secretary 
TJ Richardson, Region 2 Coordinator  
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Liz Arasim, LARA Office of Policy and Legislative Affairs 
Steven McKellar, Plainfield Township Fire Department 
Ryan Tibbets, Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety 
Chris Stoecklein, Canton Fire Department 
Jim Fisher, Gerrish Township Fire Department/Northern Michigan Fire Chiefs 
Josh Mosher, Midland Fire Department/Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs 
Chris VanLoo, Saginaw Fire Department 
Teresa Robinson, Lansing Fire Department 
Michael Yanz, NIESA 
Bill Priese, Meridian Township Fire Department 
Robert Smith, Dexter Area Fire 
David Pelton, Walker Fire Department 
Gerald Luedecking, Richland Township Fire Department 
 
 



 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 
 
Vice Chairperson Blomstrom called the special meeting/work session to order at 9:03 a.m.  
A quorum was not present. 
 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
The council did not vote on the agenda as a quorum was not present.   

 
III. COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that certified instructors for in-house training has been a 
big concern for many individuals.   
 
Councilperson Blomstrom shared that he’s received questions regarding county funding 
and course schedules for FY20.  Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer explained that now that the 
Curriculum Work Group has completed their review of the exams for FY20, the Bureau of 
Fire Services is working to finalize the exams.  Bureau staff are also working on a course 
schedule for both J & B and IFSTA with a goal of completing the course schedules by the 
end of the week.  Once completed, the bureau will announce the course schedules with a 
memo on GovDelivery.   
 
Councilperson Janik – None. 

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS:   

 
a. Fire Fighter Training Council General Rules Update:  A revised draft of the Fire 

Fighter Training Council General Rules was provided to the council in their meeting 
packets and projected for all attendees to view during the work session.  Region 
Coordinator TJ Richardson made changes to the document per the discussion.  The 
topics discussed included fire officer I, fire officer II, fire officer III, fire officer IV, 
Michigan fire officer equivalency, public safety director, fire chief, hazardous 
materials responder, technical rescue responder, airport rescue firefighter, adoption 
by reference, NPFA standards, and the disciplinary process.   
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

Chief McKellar, Plainfield Township Fire Department shared that he thought the council 
has made a lot of progress.  He also inquired about the next meeting date.  The Fire 
Marshal shared that the next council meeting is scheduled on October 22, 2019 with a work 
session at 9:00 am and the regular meeting at 1:30 pm and will be held at Lansing 
Community College – West Campus.    

 
VI. COUNCIL COMMENT: 
 

Councilperson Pettinger shared that she felt like the council had made a lot of progress 



 

 

at the work session.   
 
Councilperson Blomstrom echoed what Councilperson Pettinger said and added that 
they made headway on some difficult topics. 
 
Councilperson Janik shared that he felt the council had made tremendous progress.   
 
Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared that the revised rules document will be posted on the 
Bureau of Fire Services website and encouraged fire service members to bring issues, 
questions, and/or concerns to the work session for discussion. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:09 pm. 
 

APPROVED:  
 
 
 
_____________________________________  
Chairperson Tackett  
 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Councilmember 










































































