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History
● 2009-11 Joint work between MDE, ECIC, and MAISA to explore 

possible Kindergarten Entry Assessment Tools
● 2011 Federal Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant 

(RTTT-ELC) RFP issued.
● 2011 Michigan Legislature approves supplemental funding of $3.75 

million for KEA pilot project
● 2013 Michigan applies for RTTT-ELC and receives $51.7 million in 

Phase III (note pages 204-208 of applicat ion regarding Michigan’s 
KEA commitment)



TS Gold Pilot  Project
● 2011-12 RFP process to select vendor following supplemental 

appropriat ion
● 2012- 13 Teaching Strategies Gold selected 
● 2013 Year One Pilot--Approximately 3600 students assessed 
● 2014  Year Two Field Test--Approximately 3200 students assessed (far 

fewer than planned)
● 2015 MDE cont inued funding for TS Gold on opt ional basis for districts
● 2016 Re-engaged with Maryland/Ohio through Maryland State 

Department of Educat ion lead on the Enhanced Assessment Grant 
(Michigan was an inact ive partner in those conversat ions)



Michigan Kindergarten Entry Observat ion
● 2016 Worked with Senator Hansen to secure funding in Sect ion 

104 for pilot KRA (now MKEO) using the Maryland/Ohio model
● 2017 Expanded funding with expectat ion that all kindergarten 

classrooms in Prosperity Regions 4, 5, and 9 will implement by fall 
2018 

● 2018 Budget--level funding in House and increase by $1 million and 
expansion to all prosperity regions except 1 and 10 by fall 2019

● 2020 Expectat ion for statewide implementat ion by fall 2020

*2016-17 Pilot:  59 classrooms from 22 districts



Policy Impl icat ions
● $130 million increase in GSRP funding--total investment of nearly $250 million
● Top Ten in Ten Goal:  Universal Pre-K for 3 and 4 year old children 

○ Goal 1, Strategy 1.1 and 1.2
○ Including this guiding principle from Top 10 in 10: “To be successful at  becoming a Top 10 

performing state in 10 years, Michigan must develop a coherent and cohesive strategy for the 
children, and implement  that  plan with cont inuity for mult iple years. Educat ion reform takes 
t ime; we must  implement , use evidence and data to correct  course, and continue with progress on 
key goals.”

● Data needed to demonstrate effect iveness of GSRP investment--uniform 
assessment required to make the case with elected officials

● Current  district  assessments focus on academic domain only--misalignment with 
Michigan early childhood expectat ions as approved by SBE 



Equity Mat ters

• Equity is achieved when all students have the resources they 
need, such as exceptional teachers and high-quality early 
childhood programs 

• Investing in educational equity yields academic gains, reduces  
achievement gaps and creates significant returns on 
investment.  The highest rate of return comes from investing as 
early as possible. 



What is the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment?

The KRA looks at the WHOLE CHILD- knowledge, skills, and 
behaviors of kindergarteners across four domains: 

Language & Literacy

Mathematics

Social Foundations

Physical Well-Being and Motor Development
*Not previously assessed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The MKEO is a developmentally-appropriate tool designed to measure school readiness of incoming kindergarteners across four domains. It is a research-based, valid and reliable assessment that is designed for all students, including children with disabilities and English learners. 

Assessing children across multiple domains helps kindergarten teachers gain a better understanding of the whole child—of each child, including areas of strength and areas of need. Because developmentally appropriate practice is grounded in research on how young children learn and develop, it’s important to understand each child’s profile at the time of entering kindergarten so, teachers can design targeted impactful instruction that meets each child as an individual and as a member of a kindergarten community of learners. Each teacher plays a powerful role in the lives of young children. The instrument is one more tool for teachers to use to maximize your impact on each child they teach.

Language and Literacy – includes reading, writing, speaking, and listening,
Mathematics – includes Counting & Cardinality, Operations & Algebraic Thinking, Measurement & Data, and Geometry
Social Foundations – includes social and emotional development, approaches toward learning, and executive functioning. Examples of executive functioning skills measured are managing time and attention, 
Physical Well-Being and Motor Development -- represents the inter-relationships among the other domains, as these skills measured impact other areas of readiness and learning. Skills include fine motor and gross motor tasks, nutrition, and following rules. 

Emphasize recommendation that with the KRA being a comprehensive initial assessment, districts should look at dropping other assessments or screeners doing at the beginning of kindergarten. Really only need to do the KRA. 




KRA Development Process

Cognitive
Interviews

(Winter 2012–13)

Pilot Test
(Spring 2013)

Field Test
(Fall 2013)

Operational 
Administrations (Fall 

2014–2017)

The process allowed progressive refinement of the content and administration procedures.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bias/sensitivity and content reviews prior to pilot and field tests



KRA Design

Supports growing knowledge and 
research about the variability of 

young children’s growth, 
development, and learning

Identifies children’s performance 
across multiple domains and aligns 
with best practice for assessing 
young children

Informs prior early learning and 
development to ensure that 
children are entering kindergarten 
ready to learn

Provides insight into children’s 
readiness for kindergarten

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TRAINER NOTE: Along with discussing the key points on the slide, emphasize the following points: 

Educators and policy makers are committed to ensuring that all children experience an excellent K-12 education 
Children enter Kindergarten with varying levels of readiness. 
Some children have had strong early learning experiences and come to kindergarten ready to learn, with a solid foundation in all developmental domains. Other children haven’t had positive experiences and don’t have a solid foundation built.  The gap between children who come to school ready to learn and those who do not can be deep and difficult to bridge without targeted early intervention and focused instruction. Yet, we know that with excellent early childhood experiences all children can be successful in school and beyond.
Assessment across multiple domains, not just a single domain



Purpose of the MKEO

To support and advance children’s early 
learning and academic achievement. 

The data collected from the assessment can inform instruction 
and decision making that:

• Benefits children
• Assists teachers
• Informs families
• Advises school leaders and early childhood programs
• Instructs community leaders and policy makers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benefits Children. The MKEO identifies the strengths and challenges of individual children and informs instruction. 

Assists Teachers.  The MKEO gives teachers rich information about each assessed child’s skills, abilities, and learning needs. It enables teachers to differentiate instruction, provide supports and practice where needed, and address identified learning gaps at the individual child and classroom level.

Informs Families. For assessed children, families can learn about their child’s strengths and needs in the Individual Student Report (ISR). Families can help their child master required skills and behaviors at home. 

Advises School Leaders and Early Childhood Programs.  The data offer schools and programs information about the learning needs of children. The data inform professional development and transition practices.

Instructs Community Leaders and Policy Makers. The MKEO enables stakeholders, including the business and philanthropic communities, to make well-informed programmatic, policy, and funding decisions.



Data Use
• Do our K students demonstrate readiness?
• In which domains do they need support? 
• How do children from low-income households fare?  

• Minority children? 
• English Learners? 
• Children with disabilities? 
• Homelessness? 
• Foster care?  
• Immigrants?

• What can we use to address the achievement gap? 
• What are we doing to support families? 
• What more can we do to support educational equity? 



Integrating Developmental Sciences
• Developmentally appropriate instruction that is fully in tune with 

unique needs of young learners is what it takes to close the 
preparation and achievement gaps before third grade

• Young children benefit from authentic activities and embedded 
assessment within their daily routines and lives.

• We want to assess young children without them knowing they are 
being assessed- observational. “One shot” assessments tend to be 
less representative of what young children know and can do, and 
their learning predispositions. 

https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2018/03/06/589478490/making-elementary-school-a-lot-more-fun-like-preschool


Observing Young Children: Why?
• Each child is unique! 

• Gain insights into a child’s thinking

• See how children are developing and 
learning

• Witness a child’s depth of knowledge 
and understanding

• Provide documentation

• Use the information to appropriately 
challenge and support children 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So why observe young children? (Have participants share responses- then reveal slide)

We know that we can observe children through play. We can also observe them solving problems, interacting with one another, interacting with different activities and showing what they know and understand about different concepts. We can see them internalizing self control, making decisions, and making sense of the world around them. Each child is unique and each child is special. Observations allow us to get a glimpse into children’s thinking to truly see how they are developing and learning. We can also witness children’s depth of knowledge and understanding about how the world works and their place in it. A key benefit to observation is that it provides evidence or documentation of this knowledge and understanding. Teachers can use this information to appropriately challenge and support the children in their classrooms.

Focus on the power of being good kid-watchers!



Observing Young Children- How?
• Watch and listen…listen and watch

• Include different types of observation

• Focus on objectivity—just the facts!

• Avoid making assumptions and 
comparisons

• Use the information to enhance learning 
and development 

• Give time and space for children to 
show their learning and development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share different types of observation: (Have participants share responses- then reveal slide)
timed sampling where you record what happens during a set period of time
event sampling where you figure out what specific events you’d like to watch and look for them in the natural environment
tallies to look at the frequency in which things happen. 
checklists too where you’ve defined a list of exactly what you’re going to be looking for. 
note that many observations include a written narrative that the observer writes after conducting an observation to help the observer make sense of what was seen.

Remind teachers that for the KRA, you’ll be using a set rubric with three levels of proficiency and clearly delineated criteria within each of these levels. 

Encourage teachers to take notes as they observe to further help inform your instruction after the observation.  

Remind them to focus on objectivity—just the facts while avoiding assumptions about what a child will do or comparing one child to another. The rubric is intended to objectively delineate the criteria that a child should demonstrate. Teachers should know exactly what they are looking for when they plan their observations. The rubric spells out the criteria in each of the three proficiency levels.

Discuss the power of observation in helping a child understand what a child knows, understands and is able to do. It’s a wonderful chance to be able to see kids’ thinking and learning “in action”.



KRA Domain Assessment
The Language & Literacy domain is approved as an initial screener to 

meet Michigan’s Third-Grade Reading Law requirements.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you’ve seen the three types of items, let’s see how the items spread out across the domains. 

This chart shows the domains assessed. The domains are followed by the number of items and item types across each domain. For social foundations, there are a total of 12 items, all of which are observation items. On the next row you’ll see mathematics. All of the items in mathematics are either selected response items or performance tasks. There are no observation items for this domain.

Language and literacy includes all three item types, with the majority being selected response and performance tasks. Physical Well-being and Motor Development only includes observation items. 

There are a total of 9 selected response items, 20 performance task items, and 21 observation items.

It’s important to keep in mind that teachers have until November 1 to administer the items to the children in their classroom and to enter their scores into the online system. 

The Language and Literacy domain is a critical element as it is aligned with Michigan's third grade reading law. That domain is approved as an initial screener to meet Michigan's third grade reading law requirements. This aligns with what Ohio does, as well.




Classroom Level Impact- as seen in Piloting District

Kindergarten and Young 5 teachers make professional observations as 
they meet their students each year.  KRA provides a way for teachers 
to turn the observations into data (*We’ve not previously had).

They use the observations to inform their instruction and determine the 
necessity to complete further diagnostic assessments.

The KRA data also provides information the teacher can bring to 
student study teams to get additional supports for a student.

KRA provides teachers with the data necessary to complete IRIPs that 
are required to meet Michigan’s Third-Grade Reading Law.



Building Level- Piloting
KRA provides an opportunity to gather observational data and 
share it with other providers.

At-risk providers can use the data collected from KRA to form 
small groups to improve areas of concern.

Grade levels can use the data to create needs based groups 
across the grade level for another way of preparing students to 
read.



District Level- Piloting
The observations and assessment data can provide information 
for staffing and professional development needs across the 
district.   

The KRA Language and Literacy Domain aligns to Michigan 
Academic Standards for Kindergarten 

Future Determination:  What Essential Instructional Practices 
could be addressed in PD based upon what KRA results say in 
Language and Literacy?

Providing a bridge for communication from PreK-K

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Vu3WHdbEL96ixG1Fx_IVn40syptWQtRn4AEFbuDdUh8


*MI Pilot  Teacher Survey Results January 2017 and 2018

● 39 teachers responding:
○ 79% rated “excellent , very good, or good” experience with administrat ion
○ 80% strongly agreed or agreed skills and behaviors addressed were appropriate 

for K.
○ 50% planned to use KRA results in their instruct ional planning and to 

communicate with families.
○ 100% strongly agreed/agreed that  students with disabilit ies and EL students 

were able to access KRA.
● What it ’s showing us about  K instruct ion:

○ “Academic  K” - observational item skills are not  easy to observe due to current  
structure. 

*MAISA: Berrien, Newaygo, Ottawa, Saginaw, St . Clair, Washtenaw, West  Shore





Performance Levels
• Demonstrating Readiness: The child demonstrates foundational skills 

and behaviors that prepare him or her for instruction based on 
kindergarten standards.

• Approaching Readiness: The child demonstrates some foundational 
skills and behaviors that prepare him or her for instruction based on 
kindergarten standards.

• Emerging Readiness: The child demonstrates minimal foundational 
skills and behaviors that prepare him or her for instruction based on 
kindergarten standards. (below 263 on LL)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the performance levels for the MKEO. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Comparison of GSRP to other low SES. 







Opportunit ies
● We can discuss child-friendly, 

developmentally appropriate 
Kindergarten classrooms

● Informs inst ruct ion for 
kindergarten teachers

● Inform the IRIP process

*See Maryland report

● Validates observat ion as a 
legit imate and important  form 
of assessment

● It  can create a communicat ion
point  between PreK and K 
teachers
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