English Learner (EL) Professional Learning Offerings 2025-26
Sponsored by the Michigan Department of Education
No Registration Fee
[bookmark: _3gbsyjfe411r]Single Session Professional Learning
	Date/Time
	Topic
	Description
	Registration Link
	Location
	# of Participants

	Asynchronous
On-Demand

September 1, 2025, to August 30, 2026
	WIDA Self-Paced eWorkshop Package
	Self-Paced eWorkshop Package
· WIDA Español: Desarrollando el español: Las expectativas del lenguaje
· Developing Language for Learning in Mathematics
· Engaging Multilingual Learners in Science: Making Sense of Phenomena
· WIDA Español: Evaluaciones del desarrollo del lenguaje a nivel de salón - Classroom Assessments for Language Development
· Exploring the WIDA PreK-3 Essential Actions
· Let’s Play! Multilingual Children’s Joyful Learning in PreK-3
· Making Language Visible in the Classroom
· Newcomers: Promoting Success through Strengthening Practice
· Reading Comprehension Across Content Areas with Multilingual Learners
· Reframing Education for Long-term English Learners (ELs)
· Teaching Multilingual Learners Social Studies through Multiple Perspectives
· The WIDA ELD Standards Framework: A Collaborative Approach
	WIDA Secure Portal

Request SCECHs Here
	Online
	Anyone with access to the WIDA Secure Portal

	August 26, 2025

3:00-3:30pm
	Assessment: WIDA
	WIDA 101: What is WIDA?
Audience: This webinar is intended for brand new educators who need a basic understanding of the WIDA assessment system.
Description: This webinar will provide a basic overview of the WIDA assessment system. Time is built into the webinar for participants to ask questions. This is not a replacement for any online training course. Educators are strongly encouraged to read the Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener in advance of this webinar at Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener.
Format: Live webinar not to exceed 30 minutes. Webinar will be recorded.
	Register here
	Online
	100

	September 9, 2025

12:00-12:30pm
	Assessment: WIDA Screener
	Identifying and Screening ELs – Part 1
Audience: This webinar is intended for brand new EL Assessment Coordinators and other educators who need a basic understanding of how to identify potential ELs as well as a basic understanding of the WIDA Screener (Grades K-12) and its requirements. This is part one of a two-part series.
Description: This webinar will provide a basic overview of the identification process as well as the WIDA Screener (Grades K-12) for educators preparing to administer and score the assessment. Time is built into the webinar for participants to ask questions. This is not a replacement for the online training course. Educators are strongly encouraged to read the Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener in advance of this webinar at Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener.
Format: Live webinar not to exceed 30 minutes. The webinar will be recorded.
	Register here
	Online
	100

	September 16, 2025

12:00-12:30pm
	Assessment: WIDA Screener
	Identifying and Screening ELs – Part 2
Audience: This webinar is intended for brand new EL Assessment Coordinators and other educators who need a basic understanding of how to identify potential ELs as well as a basic understanding of the WIDA Screener (Grades K-12) and its requirements. This is part two of a two-part series.
Description: This webinar will provide a basic overview of the identification process as well as the WIDA Screener (Grades K-12) for educators preparing to administer and score the assessment. Time is built into the webinar for participants to ask questions. This is not a replacement for the online training course. Educators are strongly encouraged to read the Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener in advance of this webinar at Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener.
Format: Live webinar not to exceed 30 minutes. The webinar will be recorded. 
	Register here
	Online
	100

	September 10, 2025

9:30-11:00am
	EL Statewide Update Webinar
	Audience: Content is targeted toward EL program leads but all staff related to ELs are welcome
Description: Join us for updates and timely information regarding all things EL in Michigan.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez and Jen Paul
	Register here
	Online
	300

	October 1, 15, and November 19, 2025

8:30-11:30am
	ELs with Suspected Disabilities
	Audience: This webinar series is designed for multidisciplinary teams to attend together. The EL Coordinator, EL Teachers, Special Education Teachers, School Psychologists, etc.
Description: Oakland Schools will present their updated process for identifying ELs with Suspected Disabilities. Across the state, districts are over- and under-identifying ELs as students with disabilities. It is likely that you will be called upon to problem solve about an EL with learning difficulties. Are you familiar with the document Oakland Schools Guidance: Big Ideas When Considering a Special Education Evaluation of a Student Learning English as a Second Language? Come learn about updates to the guidance document, which includes new tools, and hear our colleagues share case studies and their district protocols regarding ELs with suspected disabilities. An outcome of this series is to assist educators in thinking about their own short- and long-term plans for non-discriminatory identification practices. Multidisciplinary teams which include district EL and Special Education leaders are especially encouraged to attend.
Facilitators: Suzanne Toohey - Supervisor of Pedagogy and Instruction, Diane Katakowski - Speech & Language Consultant, and Susan Koceski - School Psychology Consultant
	Register here
	Online
	300

	November 10 & 17, 2025

2:00-3:30pm
	Bringing Language into Focus: Expectations, Functions & Features (virtual)
	Audience: This virtual workshop is designed for K–12 educators and focuses on intentional language instruction in the classroom using the WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards Framework.
Description: This workshop gives K–12 educators an opportunity to take a closer look at the Key Language Uses (genre families) by engaging in a deeper exploration of Language Expectations, Language Functions, and Language Features. Participants will learn the importance and purpose of mentor texts to make language visible to students. Participants will engage in exploration of materials and additional resources to support their classroom implementation.
Participants will:
· Identify Language Expectations, Functions, and Features aligned to a Key Language Use in a content unit
· Connect the linguistic resources students bring to this learning context
· Leverage Language Functions and Language Features with students in instructional practice
Format: Two live webinars not to exceed 90 minutes each, scheduled 1–2 weeks apart. Webinars will not be recorded. Alternate tasks are available for participants not able to attend the webinars.
Approximate Time to Complete: 5 hours
	Register here
	Online
	60

	November 19, 2025

9:00-10:30am
	Assessment: 1-12 WIDA ACCESS
	WIDA ACCESS Online for Test Administrators (1-12)
Audience: This webinar is designed for educators who are test administrators of the WIDA ACCESS assessment, an assessment designed for English learners.
Description: During this webinar, test administrators will learn about the basics of administering this assessment to students in grades 1-12. This webinar is not a substitute for required course completion in the WIDA Secure Portal.
WIDA Facilitator: Emma Wright
	Register here
	Online
	100

	November 20, 2025

9:00-10:30am
	Assessment: K WIDA ACCESS
	Exploring WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten
Audience: This webinar is designed for educators who are test administrators of the WIDA ACCESS for Kindergartners assessment.
Description: During this webinar, test administrators will learn about the basics of administering this assessment to students. This webinar is not a substitute for required course completion in the WIDA Secure Portal.
WIDA Facilitator: Emma Wright
	Register here
	Online
	100

	December 3, 2025
10:00-11:30am
	False EL Webinar
	Audience: This webinar is designed for EL Coordinators and Pupil Accountants
Description: This 90-minute technical assistance webinar will be designed to support EL Coordinators and Pupil Accountants to successfully navigate the new False EL Submission process in MSDS. This webinar will be pre-recorded and played live with pausing for questions and clarifications.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez, LaTrese Royal, and Anne Hansknecht
	Register here
	Online
	300

	December 3, 2025

3:00-4:30pm

	Seal of Biliteracy Webinar
	Audience: Anyone in a district working to implement the Seal of Biliteracy
Description: This three-part webinar is designed to support schools and districts that are interested in learning more about the Michigan Seal of Biliteracy. Updates, new resources, and question and answer sessions will be available.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez, Jennifer Howe, Irma Torres, and Emily Spinelli, as well as invited district guests
	Register here

	Online
	300

	January 7, 2026

9:30-11:00am
	TSDL and EL Course Coding and EL Staffing
	Audience: This webinar is designed for EL Coordinators, Curriculum Directors, and Pupil Accountants
Description: This webinar will support districts implementing the new guidance about course creation, staffing and coding for ELs. This will be the foundational resource shared.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez and CEPI Representative
	Register here
	Online
	300

	January 21, 2025

9:30-11:00am
	EL Statewide Update Webinar
	Audience: Content is targeted toward EL program leads but all staff related to ELs are welcome
Description: Join us for updates and timely information regarding all things EL in Michigan.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez and Jen Paul
	Register here
	Online
	300

	February 5, 2025

3:00-4:30pm
	Seal of Biliteracy Webinar
	This three-part webinar is designed to support schools and districts that are interested in learning more about the Michigan Seal of Biliteracy. Updates, new resources, and question and answer sessions will be available.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez, Irma Torres, and Emily Spinelli, as well as invited district guests
	Register here
	Online
	300

	March 3, 2026

8:30am-4:00pm
	Engaging Secondary Newcomers in Content Area Literacy
	Audience: This workshop is designed for secondary ELD specialists and content teachers who aim to create supportive and rigorous learning environments for adolescent newcomers.
Description: In this 1-day workshop, educators will explore key factors that influence literacy development in content areas, focusing on how to engage students in content learning. 
Participants will learn strategies to analyze newcomers’ literacy strengths and identify areas for growth. Through practical application, educators will gain tools for scaffolding instruction to ensure secondary newcomers can engage with grade-level content in reading and writing, promoting their academic
success.
Participants will:
· Identify ways to create supportive and rigorous literacy learning environments for secondary newcomers in any program model
· Analyze secondary newcomers’ literacy strengths and areas of growth
· Examine approaches to scaffolding secondary newcomers’ engagement in grade-level content area literacy learning
WIDA Facilitator: Christina Nelson
	Register here
	In-Person
Lansing
	35

	March 4 & 5, 2026

8:30am-4:00pm
	Writing with Multilingual Learners in the Secondary Grades
	Audience: This workshop is designed for secondary grade educators—social studies, science, ELA—ELD specialists, and instructional coaches.
Description: Secondary educators will join this 2-day workshop to focus on writing instruction that supports the use of the Teaching and Learning Cycle as a way to empower multilingual writers, not only to produce successful academic writing but also, more importantly, to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences. We want students to know how to leverage writing as a powerful tool to understand the world, express themselves effectively, learn from one another, and argue for things they believe in. This vision requires intentional language-focused instruction and is strengthened when it occurs through authentic writing tasks in the content areas. In this interactive workshop, we will explore a pedagogical approach that apprentices multilingual learners into writing various academic genres. Specifically, we will look at examples of this in social studies and consider how this approach develops multilingual learners’ writing skills and their awareness of how language works in written form. This will allow them to become effective and informed writers.
Notes:
· We have centered this workshop around secondary social studies but have provided connections to secondary ELA and science.
· We are not focusing on teaching SIFEs/SLIFEs basic foundational literacy skills. 
· If you have attended the elementary grades version of this workshop, you will find the concepts of this workshop to be identical, but we have provided a secondary context and secondary writing examples.
Participants will learn how secondary educators:
· Build content area background knowledge with the whole class so that students are equipped to write knowledgably about the topic
· Explore the language of mentor texts with students in order to unpack highly valued ways of using language in a specific genre
· Jointly write a text with students based on what was learned from various mentor texts
· Support students as they apply their learning about language choices in a target genre to their independent writing
· Engage students in a cycle of review, reflection, and revision to increase the effectiveness of their own writing
WIDA Facilitator: Christina Nelson
	Register here
	In-Person
Lansing
	35

	April 15, 2025

3:00-4:30pm
	Seal of Biliteracy Webinar
	Audience: This three-part webinar is designed to support schools and districts that are interested in learning more about the Michigan Seal of Biliteracy.
Description: Updates, new resources, and question and answer sessions will be available.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez, Irma Torres and Emily Spinelli as well as invited district guests
	Register here
	Online
	300

	April 8, 2026

8:30am-4:00pm
	Engaging Secondary Newcomers in Content Area Literacy
	Audience: This workshop is designed for secondary ELD specialists and content teachers who aim to create supportive and rigorous learning environments for adolescent newcomers.
Description: In this 1-day workshop, educators will explore key factors that influence literacy development in content areas, focusing on how to engage students in content learning. 
Participants will learn strategies to analyze newcomers’ literacy strengths and identify areas for growth. Through practical application, educators will gain tools for scaffolding instruction to ensure secondary newcomers can engage with grade-level content in reading and writing, promoting their academic
success.
Participants will:
· Identify ways to create supportive and rigorous literacy learning environments for secondary newcomers in any program model
· Analyze secondary newcomers’ literacy strengths and areas of growth
· Examine approaches to scaffolding secondary newcomers’ engagement in grade-level content area literacy learning
Facilitator: Christina Nelson
	Register here
	Detroit area
Wayne County Community College District, Ted Scott Campus
9555 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111
	35

	April 1, 2026

9:30-11:00am
	EL Statewide Update Webinar
	Audience: Content is targeted to EL program leads but all staff related to ELs are welcome
Description: Join us for updates and timely information regarding all things EL in Michigan.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez and Jen Paul
	Register here
	Online
	300

	May 12, 2026

9:00-10:30am
	Assessment: WIDA ACCESS
	WIDA ACCESS Score Reports for Instruction
Audience: This webinar is for test coordinators, educators, and administrative leaders. 
Description: This webinar is for educators who want to learn more about the WIDA ACCESS score reports and how to use them. 
Facilitator: TBD
	Register here
	Online
	100

	May 14, 2026

9:00-10:30am
	Assessment: WIDA Alternate ACCESS
	Understanding WIDA Alternate ACCESS Score Reports
Audience: This webinar is for test coordinators, educators, and administrative leaders.
Description: This webinar is for educators who want to learn more about Alternate ACCESS score reports and how to use them.
Facilitator: TBD
	Register here
	Online
	100
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[bookmark: _dtspk4j361tz]Recurring Collaborative Groups - Flyer
	Date/Time
	Topic
	Description
	Registration Link
	Location
	# of Participants

	Monthly

9:30-11:00am
	New EL Coordinators Collaborative 1.0
	This is a monthly session offered for EL Coordinators in their first or second year in the position. Participants meet other EL Coordinators from around the state and learn the ropes one month at a time. 
Facilitators: Michelle Headley and Kelly Alvarez
	Register here 
	Online
	Max 70

	Five 2-Hour Sessions per year
October, November, December, January, and March
	New EL Coordinators Collaborative 2.0
	Designed to go deeper into EL Coordinator’s jobs, the 2.0 offering deepens the understanding of the required activities for ELs and provides many collaborative opportunities for EL Coordinators to connect across the state. 
Note: Please only sign up for one of these (1.0 or 2.0) per year. If you completed 1.0 last year, please sign up for 2.0.
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez and Michelle Headley
	Register here
	Online
	Max 50

	Five 1-Hour Sessions per year
August 19, 2025
October 14, 2025
December 16, 2025
February 17, 2026
April 21, 2026
June 2, 2026
	EL Coordinators Collaborative 3.0
	Sessions are offered every other month. There will not be any content planned but casual updates and question/answer will be available.
Drop in and ask questions, we will be there for the entire hour!
Facilitators: Kelly Alvarez and Michelle Headley
	Register here
	Online
	300

	August 14, 2025
September 25, 2025
October 23, 2025
December 4, 2025
January 22, 2026
March 5, 2026
April 23, 2026
May 28, 2026

4:00-5:00pm
	ELD Teachers Collaborative
	Facilitated by two dynamic ELD teachers, this is a monthly offering for all ELD teachers to learn together and to connect around self-designated topics. Each session starts with a quick highlight of a Michigan ELD teacher sharing a best practice and then moves into an “unconference” format where the members dictate the topics of the session and share resources with each other.
Facilitators: Amie VanHorn and Raya Womack
	Flyer
	Online
	No limit

	Six Sessions with varied dates and times
	WIDA Standards for Professors
	This is a specific set of offerings for those supporting teacher preparation in Michigan’s colleges and universities.
	Flyer

Registration
	Online
	Limited to professors only

	Tuesdays

October 7, 2025
9:00-10:00am
December 2, 2025
3:30-4:30pm
January 20, 2026
9:00-10:00am
April 21, 2026
3:30-4:30pm
	EL Coach’s Network
	This group is designed for instructional coaches and EL specialists, coaches, teachers, or coordinators interested in providing coaching to teachers around best practices for ELs.
It will focus on:
· Understanding the coaching cycle and its components
· Gathering and using data in coaching cycles
· Strategies for building relationships with teachers to begin coaching cycles
· Reflective/cognitive coaching strategies
· Ideas for starting EL coaching in schools/ districts
· Sharing resources used in EL coaching.
The meetings will consist of collaborative discussions, book studies, guest speakers, and presentations. Anyone engaged in teacher coaching or interested in teacher coaching is encouraged to attend.
	Sign Up Here
	Online
	Open to anyone who provides instructional shelter coaching to teachers around Multilingual Learners

	Eight Sessions:
October 7, 2025
November 11, 2025
December 9, 2025
January 13, 2026
February 10, 2026
March 10, 2026
April 14, 2026
May 12, 2026

4:00- 5:00pm
	Newcomer Educator Network
	A space for all educators working directly with newcomers to learn, collaborate, and share ideas and strategies to best serve their newcomers. Free SCECH available.
Objectives:
· Build a collaborative community of educators to better serve newcomers and their families
· Provide a space for collaboration and new learning opportunities for educators of newcomers
· Equip educators with strategies to promote ELD and meaningful access to curriculum for newcomers
Facilitators: Zeinab Haidous, Kalyn Wulatin, Khalil El-Saghir, and Puja Mullins
	Flyer

Registration
	Online
	125
Open to any educators supporting newly-arrived students



Updated 08.19.2025	2
Updated 08.19.2025	2
