MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Ladislaus B. Dombrowski Board Room

John A. Hannah Building

608 West Allegan

Lansing, Michigan

March 17, 2009
9:30 a.m.

Present:
Mr. Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman


Mrs. Kathleen N. Straus, President 

Mr. John C. Austin, Vice President


Mrs. Carolyn L. Curtin, Secretary 
Mrs. Marianne Yared McGuire, Treasurer 
Mrs. Nancy Danhof, NASBE Delegate (via telephone)
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Bauer

Mr. Reginald M. Turner 
Ms. Casandra E. Ulbrich

Ms. Niya Hardin, representing Governor Jennifer M. Granholm, ex officio

Also Present:  
Mrs. Jennifer Haberling, 2008-2009 Michigan Teacher of the Year

REGULAR MEETING
I.
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Flanagan called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m.

II.
AGENDA FOLDER ITEMS
A.
REVISED Page 3 of the 2007-2008 Annual Report of the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers
III.
INFORMATIONAL FOLDER ITEMS
A.
Information on 2008-2009 Michigan Blue Ribbon Exemplary Schools
B.
Information on Nominations to Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC)

C.
Information on Public School Year-end Deficits – Annual Report to the Legislature

IV.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND ORDER OF PRIORITY
A.
2008-2009 Section 41, Bilingual Education Grant – Initial – added to agenda
B.
2008-2009 Title I Accountability/School Improvement – Amendment – added to agenda
C.
2007-2008 Title III – Immigrant Grant Program – Amendment – added to agenda
D.
2008-2009 Title III – English Language Acquisition Program – Initial – added to agenda
E.
2008-2009 Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs – Amendment – added to agenda
F.
2008-2009 Title II, Part A – Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting – Amendment – added to agenda
G.
2008-2009 Title II, Part D – Enhancing Education Through Technology – Amendment – added to agenda
H.
2008-2009 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology (Category II) – Initial and Continuation– added to agenda
I.
Presentation on Great Start Readiness Program Eligibility Standards – removed from agenda

Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mrs. Straus, that the State Board of Education approve the agenda and order of priority, as modified.

The motion carried unanimously.
V.
INTRODUCTION OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS, DEPARTMENT STAFF, AND GUESTS
Mrs. Eileen Hamilton, State Board Executive, introduced members of the State Board of Education, Department of Education staff, and guests attending the meeting. 
VI.
POINT OF THE DAY
Mr. Martin Ackley, Director, Office of Communications, presented facts regarding alignment, cost, complexity, and testing time related to switching MEAP to an off the shelf test.  

VII.
RECESS
The Board recessed the Regular Meeting at 10:20 a.m. to convene the Committee of the Whole Meeting.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
VIII.
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Flanagan called the Committee of the Whole to order at 10:21 a.m. 

IX.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
A.
Presentation on the 2007-2008 Annual Report of the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers

The following individuals presented:

· Dr. Flora Jenkins, Director, Office of Professional Preparation

· Mrs. Eileen Weiser, Chair, Professional Standards Commission for Teachers

The report has been prepared in accordance with a charge from the State Board of Education to the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers to provide an annual report of activities accomplished during the year. 
Mrs. Weiser requested that a four year extension be granted for the members currently serving four year terms that expire on June 30, 2009.  There was Board consensus to allow extensions pending acceptance by those Committee members involved.  The Board will be asked to approve the appointments at its April meeting.
A revised page 3 was provided in the agenda folder.  A PowerPoint presentation was shown.

Board member questions and clarifications included:

1.
the report provides good advice to benefit teacher preparation;
2.
what is the time line for the Plan of Improvement for at-risk and low-performing institutions – it will be presented to the Board in the summer;
3.
why is the development of new process standards for alternative teacher preparation programs important to help achieve the goals of content expectations and highly qualified teachers – it helps put in place alternate routes to teacher certification for people who want to make a transition from business, industry, or research to pursue a career in teaching in areas of high need; this utilizes the backgrounds of professions with strong mathematics and science skills such as chemists and engineers; and people with world language skills; and
4.
is there a lot of interest in alternate routes – yes.
B.
Presentation on the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification Results for 2007-2008 

The following individuals presented:

· Dr. Flora Jenkins, Director, Office of Professional Preparation

· Dr. Steven Stegink, Higher Education Consultant, Office of Professional Preparation

The Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) basic skills and content tests are required for teacher certification in Michigan.  The MTTC content tests are intended to improve the quality of Michigan teachers.  Content tests are developed using standards that are aligned with and support Michigan’s K-12 Curriculum Framework and Benchmarks, as well as Grade Level Content Expectations, High School Content Expectations, and align with national professional specialized associations’ standards.
The current report provides individual teacher preparation institutions and aggregate content-area test pass percentages for 2007-08 as well as the three-year comparison cumulative pass rates for 2005-06 through 2007-08.

Board member questions and clarifications included:

1.
many scores have risen, but how can assistance be provided for institutions that score low – Department staff members have met with institutions to discuss the relationship of teacher preparation courses to the standards; there have been many instances where the standards have not been incorporated in the content area of preparation at the institution; there is a comprehensive self-assessment of the institution’s educational program to determine areas where change is needed;
2.
some students who receive high marks in high school are not adequately prepared for college – high school graduation requirements will result in students being more prepared for college level studies;
3.
what is the goal of the institution verification process – verifies that the individual has been admitted to the program and completed 90 per cent of course work in the content area – not necessarily at the same institution;
4.
if it has been verified that an individual is eligible to take the test, what is the reason that some students score poorly on the test – the institution determines the definition of 90 percent of course work completed; it is possible that a student could have completed the course work with a low grade; this could be part of the discussion in the institutional improvement process;
5.
mentor institutions should have some of the highest scoring students, and this it not always true; how do we help them become successful and impart that knowledge to the institutions they mentor – if institutions continue to be low performing or at risk, they will not be eligible to mentor;
6.
we should also be concerned about the students in the low performing institutions – the Board’s focus on teacher preparation is fostering productive discussions in this area;
7.
how are institutions performing if they are not listed due to their numbers of 10 or less – their performance numbers are listed in the three-year report which is a sum of three years; and
8.
there is a decrease of candidates taking the test in areas of high need such as science, biology, chemistry, earth science, and mathematics – there is a decrease in candidates enrolled in these areas.
C.
Presentation on Great Start Readiness Program Eligibility Standards

This item was removed from the agenda.
D.
Presentation on Budget Recommendations for 2009-2010

The following individuals presented:
· Mrs. Carol Wolenberg, Deputy Superintendent

· Mr. Rick Floria, Director, Financial Management

· Mr. Daniel Hanrahan, Executive Director, School Finance and School Law

The presentation provided highlights of the 2009-2010 budget recommendations for the Department and State School Aid.
Board member questions and clarifications included:

1.
the budget information should be available online so the public is aware of the funding and its restrictions; the graphics are helpful – the suggestion will be implemented;
2.
the budget information could be part of Board Briefs; funding sources for the school aid fund is also an informative graphic since many people believe the lottery is the only funding source;
3.
it is unfortunate that critical programs need to be cut due to the difficult economic climate;
4.
is there any indication that some of the program cuts may be restored through federal stimulus funds – there are many funding categories in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act; we are awaiting further guidance from the federal government; and
5.
if the Michigan Department of Education and the Department of History, Arts, and Libraries are combined, it should be made clear that what may appear to be additional general fund money is allocated for libraries – there has been no final decision regarding the Department of History, Arts, and Libraries; should the two departments combine, funding could be clearly distinguished in a graphic.
E.
Discussion Regarding Criteria for Grant Programs
Mr. Austin said several of the criteria items involve funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and although the federal guidance is yet to be issued and the money is to be distributed very quickly, he would like further discussion regarding the grant criteria.  He said he realizes the criteria need to be somewhat generic to allow creative and evolving thinking.
Mrs. Straus said although written federal guidance is not yet available, there was discussion at the March 12 and 13 National Association of State Boards of Education Legislative Conference that two-thirds of the funding will be available at the end of March to provide for reform, innovation, and data driven programs that include evaluation.  She emphasized the state’s responsibility to assure the funds are spent appropriately by the recipients.  She said states will need to work in consortia, and Michigan could work with similar states that value high standards.
Mr. Flanagan said the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is a topic included in the State and Federal Legislative Report that is scheduled to be presented later in the meeting.  He asked Mrs. Carol Wolenberg, Deputy Superintendent; Ms. Lisa Hansknecht, Legislative Director; and Ms. Mary Ann Chartrand, Director, Grants Coordination and School Support Services; to come to the table to present that portion of the Legislative Report.

Mrs. Wolenberg said since the written federal guidance has not been issued, the criteria were written with the purpose of providing flexibility in addressing reform issues.  She said grant applications will address the specifics of each program regarding accountability.  She said the Governmental Accountability Office will be working closely with Michigan and 15 other states to assure accountability.
Mrs. Bauer said the criteria need to stipulate high standards of accountability in outcomes, evaluation, and reporting.

Mrs. Danhof said there should be rigorous specificity.

Mr. Austin said Stabilization Grant should reflect the intended purposes of these grants, and conditioned upon public discussion at subsequent meetings of the State Board of Education with the Governor’s team.

There was Board consensus that the criteria for the programs funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act be revised based on the discussion and presented later in the meeting.  These includes: (1) Criteria for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:  Targeted LEA Stabilization Grant, (2) Criteria for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant, and (3) Criteria for Enhancing Education Through Technology, Title II, Part D, Competitive Programs.
X.
ADJOURNMENT
The Board adjourned the Committee of the Whole at 12:00 p.m. and reconvened the Regular Meeting at 12:01 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

XI.
CLOSED SESSION
 
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that at the request of Mike Flanagan, Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board of Education convene in closed session, in order to consider a periodic personnel evaluation of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, as provided in Section 8(a) of the Open Meetings Act.
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion.
 
Austin – Aye 
Bauer – Aye
Curtin – Aye 
Danhof – Aye 
McGuire – Aye 
Straus – Aye 
Turner – Absent During Vote
Ulbrich – Aye 
 
The motion carried.

XII.
RECESS
 
The Board recessed at 12:03 p.m. at which time the Board met in closed session until 1:40 p.m.
 
The Board reconvened in open session at 1:42 p.m. in the Ladislaus B. Dombrowski Board Room.
Mrs. Danhof ended her telephone connection at 1:40 p.m.
 

XIII.
EVALUATION OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND APPROVAL OF ADDENDUM TO THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN BOARD AND THE SUPERINTENDENT
 
Mrs. Straus said the Board met in closed session to discuss the Evaluation of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Addendum to the Agreement Between the Board and the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Mrs. Straus said she is happy to say the Board gave Mr. Flanagan positive reviews throughout a lengthy discussion regarding his performance.

Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State Board of Education approve the fifth addendum to the Agreement between the Board and Michael P. Flanagan which extends the agreement between the Superintendent and the Board to May 1, 2012.  
Mrs. Straus said this is a contract extension of one year.  She said due to the economic climate and the state budget, and in accordance with Mr. Flanagan’s request, no salary increase is recommended.  Mrs. Straus said if civil service employees experience concessions, he has requested to do the same. 
Mr. Austin said Mr. Flanagan has provided great leadership under very difficult times.  He said Mr. Flanagan leads and meets challenges with great esprit and follow through, and the Board is appreciative of the work that is done by the team during these challenging times.
 
The vote was taken on the motion.
Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich

Absent:  Danhof
The motion carried.
Mr. Flanagan said it is his privilege to serve as Superintendent of Public Instruction and work with the Board.  He said he is proud to be part of a mission that is so important for the future of our state.  
He said he is concerned about the stress on Department employees as they take on extra work, as is common during these economic times when people feel fortunate to be employed.  
XIV.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
A.
Mr. Jim Bodrie, Jackson, Michigan.  Mr. Bodrie, representing the Michigan Coalition of Essential Schools, provided verbal and written information on Michigan Smaller Learning Communities Consortium.
B.
Ms. Brigitte Lawshe, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.  Ms. Lawshe, representing Reading and Language Arts Centers, provided verbal comments on innovation and flexibility at the local level.
C.
Dr. David Michelson, Saginaw, Michigan.  Dr. Michelson, representing the Michigan Education Association, provided verbal comments on the Public School Academy Report to the Legislature.
D.
Ms. Heather Barton, Douglas, Michigan.  Ms. Barton provided verbal and written information on Saugatuck Public Schools Early Childhood Center.

E.
Ms. Kathleen Casey, Douglas, Michigan.  Ms. Casey provided verbal and written information on Saugatuck Public Schools Early Childhood Center.

F.
Ms. Mary Wood, Warren, Michigan.  Ms. Wood provided verbal and written information on charter school authorizers.

G.
Ms. Cathy Tilles, Brighton, Michigan.  Ms. Tilles, representing Friends for After School Programs, provided verbal information on after school programs and achievement in basic skills.
H.
Ms. Colleen Marciniak-Jennings, Holt, Michigan.  Ms. Marciniak-Jennings provided verbal and written information on the Links (peer to peer) program at Hayes Middle School in Grand Ledge Public Schools.

I.
Ms. Kathryn Reinhart, Lansing, Michigan.  Ms. Reinhart provided verbal comments on the Links program at Hayes Middle School in Grand Ledge Public Schools.

J.
Mr. Ron Brittain, Grand Ledge, Michigan.  Mr. Brittain, representing the Parents Advisory Committee of Eaton County, provided verbal comments on pupil accounting rules as they apply to peer to peer (general and special education) classroom interactions and assistance related to the Grand Ledge Links program.

K.
Ms. Julie D. Daggett-Lawrence, Lansing, Michigan.  Ms. Daggett-Lawrence provided verbal comments on the Links program at Hayes Middle School in Grand Ledge Public Schools.
L.
Ms. Norma J. Schutzki, Eaton Rapids, Michigan.  Ms. Schutzki, representing Grand Ledge Public Schools, provided verbal comments on the Links program.

M.
Mr. Paul S. Miller, Grand Ledge, Michigan.  Mr. Miller provided verbal comments on the Links program.
Ms. Hardin left the meeting at 2:35 p.m.

XV.
APPROVAL OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES
A.
Approval of Minutes of Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting of February 10, 2009
Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mr. Austin, that the State Board of Education approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting of February 10, 2009.

The vote was taken on the motion.

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich


Absent:  Danhof
The motion carried.
XVI.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
A.
Globalization and Learning Conference at Michigan State University
Mrs. Straus said she and Mrs. Bauer attended the Globalization and Learning Conference at Michigan State University on February 27.  She said it was a very valuable session that featured educators from Great Britain who shared interesting techniques that they use in high poverty schools and schools that contain many high priority students.
B.
National Association of State Boards of Education Legislative Conference and Meeting the Turnaround Challenge
Mrs. Straus said she attended the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) Legislative Conference on March 12 and 13.  She said she also attended “Meeting the Turnaround Challenge,” a joint session of NASBE and the Council of Chief State School Officers, that was funded by the Wallace Foundation.
Mrs. Straus said there was a presentation by Andrew Calkins, Senior Vice President, Mass Insight Education and Research Institute, who presented research based information on how to turn around high priority schools.  She said a report was issued titled, “The Turnaround Challenge,” and she shared the report with the Board.  She said it is essential to involve stakeholders, and have a clear mission focusing on the students and their achievement.  She said it was noted that the state department should work in partnership with the local district.  She said there are questions regarding state level role and capacity which has changed from monitoring to being a support leader to help schools turn around.
Mrs. Straus said she had the honor of presenting the National Association of State Boards of Education Lifetime Achievement Award to Congressman Dale Kildee at the Legislative Conference.  She said the Congressman gave a good speech in support of public education.

Mrs. Straus said the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act Reauthorization is set to begin in the fall, although it may not be enacted until 2010.

Mrs. Straus said she visited with several members of Congress and their staff members on topics including child nutrition reauthorization, school nurse legislation, No Child Left Behind Act, and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
XVII.
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
Reports
G.
Report on Property Transfers and Teacher Certification Revocation

Grants
H.
2007-2008 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology (Category II) – Amendment 

I.
2009-2010 Expansion Grants for Sponsoring Organizations of Day Care Homes – Initial 

J.
2008-2009 Special Projects Grants Under Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – Amendment 

K.
2008-2009 Secondary Perkins State Leadership – Amendment 

L.
2008-2009 Regional Assistance to High Priority Schools – Amendment 

AA.
2008-2009 Section 41, Bilingual Education Grant – Initial 

BB.
2008-2009 Title I Accountability/School Improvement – Amendment 

CC.
2007-2008 Title III – Immigrant Grant Program – Amendment 

DD.
2008-2009 Title III – English Language Acquisition Program – Initial 

EE.
2008-2009 Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs – Amendment  

FF.
2008-2009 Title II, Part A – Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting – Amendment 
GG.
2008-2009 Title II, Part D – Enhancing Education Through Technology – Amendment 

HH.
2008-2009 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology (Category II) – Initial and Continuation 

Mr. Flanagan provided a verbal report on:

A.
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
Mr. Flanagan said Mrs. Carol Wolenberg, Deputy Superintendent; Ms. Lisa Hansknecht, Legislative Director; and department staff members have convened weekly meetings with stakeholders regarding the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  He said he is thankful for the work of the external partners including Michigan Association of School Administrators, Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators, Michigan School Business Officials, and Michigan Association of Public School Academies.   
B.
Introduction of Andy Solon

Mr. Flanagan welcomed Mr. Andy Solon from Representative Tim Melton’s office.  Mr. Flanagan said Representative Melton is Chair of the House Education Committee, and he has indicated that Mr. Solon will be attending State Board of Education meetings on a regular basis.  Mr. Flanagan said he is appreciative of Mr. Solon’s attendance.  
C.
Michigan Business Leaders for Educational Excellence

Mr. Flanagan said due to the current recession, a decision has been made by the Michigan Chamber of Commerce to discontinue the Michigan Business Leaders for Educational Excellence and to eliminate the position of Executive Director held by Jim Sandy.  Mr. Flanagan publicly thanked Mr. Sandy for his support of the Michigan Department of Education and his help with educational issues.  He said Jim’s voice will be missed in the education community.

D.
Jann Jencka to work with Governor’s Office

Mr. Flanagan said the Governor has just announced that Jann Jencka, former Superintendent of Ingham Intermediate School District, will be working in the Governor’s Michigan Economic Recovery Office for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  He said Jann’s focus will be in the area of education.      

E.
Advance of State Aid 
Mr. Flanagan said he has approved an advance of State Aid funding for Detroit Public Schools and Brighton Area Schools.

XVIII.
REPORT OF THE MICHIGAN TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Mrs. Jennifer Haberling, 2008-2009 Michigan Teacher of the Year, provided a verbal report as an update to her written report.

Mrs. Haberling said her school has received its Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) data, and they are pleased with the results.  She said they are beginning to analyze the data.
Mrs. Haberling said her school’s professional development this year has focused on the use of technology.  She said students are reading the books “Tangerine” and “To Kill a Mockingbird.”
Mrs. Haberling said as Teacher of the Year she has worked with a pre-teaching group at Grand Valley State University, written articles for various publications, and she is looking forward to the National Teacher of the Year conference in Washington, D.C.

Mrs. McGuire complimented Mrs. Haberling on her reports that reflect the effective relationship between teacher and students.

XIX.
APPROVAL OF 2008 PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE
Ms. MaryAlice Galloway, Interim Director, Office of School Improvement; and Ms. Stephanie VanKoevering, Public School Academy Consultant; presented Approval of 2008 Public School Academy Report to the Legislature.
Mr. Flanagan said the report was first presented to the Board at its February 2009 meeting.  Modifications have been made to the report as a result of that discussion.  He said the report fulfills a statutory obligation for the Board to summarize charter school experience for the Legislature.
After discussion, there was Board consensus to postpone action until the April meeting to review comments received within the last day from Gary Miron, Western Michigan University Professor, regarding clarification of terms and methodology.  
Mr. Austin said he welcomes input from the public but encouraged the public to provide its input in a timely fashion. 
XX.
APPROVAL OF MEAP-ACCESS FORMAT FOR IMPLEMENTATION
Dr. Joseph Martineau, Director, Educational Assessment and Accountability, presented Approval of MEAP-Access Format for Implementation.
Mr. Flanagan said that at the February Board meeting staff presented information on a new MEAP-Access assessment and indicated that the Board would be asked to approve a format for the assessment in March.  He said this item provides the Board with the summary of the results from the MEAP-Access pilot.
Dr. Martineau said after statistical analysis of the MEAP-Access pilot, staff is recommending a format that eliminates one option from the multiple choice items, and does not include the enhanced directions provided on certain forms of the English Language Arts assessment.  Dr. Martineau said this will allow students to demonstrate proficiency, where it was not possible previously.
Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mrs. Curtin, that the State Board of Education approve the use of the 3-choice Multiple Choice format for MEAP-Access for Fall 2009 and beyond, as described in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 11, 2009.
The vote was taken on the motion.

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich

Absent:  Danhof
The motion carried.

Mrs. Bauer said a thank you should be extended to the sites that participated in the MEAP-Access pilot assessment.  

Mr. Austin left the meeting at 3:10 p.m.

XXI.
PRESENTATION ON AND APPROVAL OF MODIFICATIONS TO THE GRADE 3-8 MEAP WRITING ASSESSMENTS
Dr. Joseph Martineau, Director, Educational Assessment and Accountability, presented Approval of Modifications to the Grade 3-8 MEAP Writing Assessments.
Mr. Flanagan said as mentioned in his February 26 Board Report, in order to address issues with the writing portion of the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP), the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability staff has needed to make technical adjustments to resolve the issues.  He said the agenda planning committee discussed this item and agreed that due to the conditions and the potential cost savings, it is important to hear the presentation and take action at the same meeting.
Dr. Martineau said the issues stem mostly from the test being the shortest, and therefore least precise, of MEAP assessments.  He said limits on the test’s length also have limited the ability to achieve broad and consistent coverage of grade level content standards in writing.                      He said a systemic revision of the Grade 3-8 MEAP writing assessments is being recommended.
Dr. Martineau said the testing schedule would be:  reading and mathematics in grades 3 through 8; writing in grades 4 and 7; science in grades 5 and 8; and social studies in grades 6 and 9.  He said this would result in no grade testing in more than three subjects, and it will eliminate one of the tests in the youngest grades.

Mrs. McGuire said less testing in the younger grades would be appreciated by teachers.  
Mrs. McGuire asked why it has taken longer to distribute statewide MEAP results this year.  Dr. Martineau said schools have had the results for quite some time; however the model of release has been modified.  He said schools receive the individual results as soon as they are available and verified; while statewide reports are being verified, schools are able to analyze student data.  He said although every effort is made to avoid the delay of statewide reporting, it will occasionally occur when approximately 870,000 students are testing.  He said a second issue was that the new contractor had to rewrite reports, because they could not be obtained in a timely manner from the previous contractor. 
Mrs. McGuire asked if a portion of the test results could have been released.  Dr. Martineau said changing the model and bringing many of the functions into the Department rather than relying on contractors, is expected to result in a more timely release of statewide results.  
Mr. Flanagan asked when schools received the results.  Dr. Martineau said schools received the student data files approximately one month ago, and the last of the reports where sent March 13.

Mr. Turner asked how the local school districts are responding to having the raw data earlier so there can be an interactive process resulting in fewer formal appeals.  Dr. Martineau said the change in the way the data is released has resulted in schools reporting problems much earlier.  He said this allows more time for correction prior to the release of statewide results.
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. Curtin, that the State Board of Education approve changing the MEAP writing assessment from administration in grades 3-8 to administration in grades 4 and 7 and field testing new writing assessments in grades 4 and 7 in Fall 2009 in lieu of operational assessments, with implementation of the new writing assessments in Fall 2010, as described in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 2, 2009.
The vote was taken on the motion.

Ayes:  Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich

Absent:  Austin, Danhof
The motion carried.

XXII.
STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Ms. Lisa Hansknecht, Legislative Director, presented State and Federal Legislative Report.
Ms. Hansknecht said the Legislature is moving bills that would provide spending authority for the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding.  She said most of the information regarding ARRA was discussed earlier in the meeting.
Ms. Hansknecht said she met with Congressman Gary Peters, Congressman Mark Schauer, Congressman Dale Kildee and Congressman John Dingell while in Washington, D.C.  She said Congressman Kildee discussed a fast track to college bill that supports the middle college and early college models.  She said reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act is to begin this year.

Ms. Hansknecht said she met with Maggie Randolph of the Governor’s Washington, D.C. office.  She said Ms. Randolph has been very helpful, and they continue to meet weekly via telephone.

Ms. Hansknecht said Senator Mickey Switalski has introduced Senate Bill 56 switching the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) test to a national off the shelf test.  
Ms. Hansknecht said the bills moving the compulsory attendance age from 16 to 18 years of age have passed the House.  Mrs. Bauer asked if suspended or expelled students under the age of 18 would become status offenders under the new legislation.  Ms. Hansknecht said the law addresses suspensions, expulsions, and exemptions for students who are home schooled or have already received a diploma.  She said there is also a provision requiring parental permission for students to leave school prior to age 18.
There was discussion regarding the need for additional thought, structure, and funding regarding the need for opportunities in constructive environments for students who are not succeeding in traditional school settings.

Mrs. Straus said the Board had previously made recommendations that could be shared with the Legislature regarding Keeping Kids in School and alternative programs.
Mrs. Straus said there should be discussion at the Board’s Legislative Committee meeting regarding the length of the school year.
XXIII.
DISCUSSION REGARDING 2009 NASBE AWARD NOMINATIONS
The Board has been asked by the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) to submit nominations for the 2009 Policy Leader of the Year Award, Distinguished Service Award, and Friend of Education Award.
Board members were asked to submit nominations to the Board office for consideration at the April 14, 2009, meeting.
XXIV.
APPROVAL OF CRITERIA FOR AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT:  TARGETED LEA STABILIZATION GRANT
This item was removed from the consent agenda based on discussion during the Committee of the Whole Meeting.
Revised criteria for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:  Targeted LEA Stabilization Grant was distributed.
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State Board of Education approve the March 17, 2009 Revised Criteria for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:  Targeted LEA Stabilization Grant, to reflect the intended purposes of these grants, and conditioned upon public discussion at subsequent meetings of the State Board of Education with the Governor’s team regarding emerging details of how these resources are proposed to be applied for maximum impact.
 
The vote was taken on the motion.
 
Ayes:  Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich
Absent:  Austin, Danhof
 
The motion carried.

The revised criteria for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:  Targeted LEA Stabilization Grant is attached as Exhibit A.

XXV.
APPROVAL OF CRITERIA FOR AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM EQUIPMENT ASSISTANCE GRANT
This item was removed from the consent agenda based on discussion during the Committee of the Whole Meeting.

Revised criteria for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant was distributed.
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. McGuire, that the State Board of Education approve the March 17, 2009 Revised Criteria for the National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant.
The revised criteria for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant is attached as Exhibit B.

XXVI.
APPROVAL OF CRITERIA FOR ENHANCING EDUCATION THROUGH TECHNOLOGY, TITLE II, PART D, COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS
This item was removed from the consent agenda based on discussion during the Committee of the Whole Meeting.

Revised criteria for Enhancing Education Through Technology, Title II, Part D, Competitive Programs was distributed.
Mrs. Ulbrich moved, seconded by Mr. Turner, that the State Board of Education approve the March 17, 2009 Revised Criteria for the Enhancing Education Through Technology, Title II, Part D, Competitive Programs.
The revised criteria for Enhancing Education Through Technology, Title II, Part D, Competitive Programs is attached as Exhibit C.

XXVII.
CONSENT AGENDA

Criteria
S.
Approval of Criteria for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:  Targeted LEA Stabilization Grant – removed from consent agenda and placed under discussion
T.
Approval of Criteria for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant – removed from consent agenda and placed under discussion

U.
Approval of Criteria for Enhancing Education Through Technology, Title II, Part D, Competitive Programs – removed from consent agenda and placed under discussion

V.
Approval of Criteria for the United States Department of Agriculture Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Grant

W.
Approval of Criteria for Central Assessment Lending Library

Approvals

X.
Approval of Program Standards for the Preparation of Central Office Administrators

Resolutions

Y.
Adoption of Resolution Regarding Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust

Z.
Adoption of Resolution on Michigan School Nurse Day

Mr. Turner moved, seconded by Mrs. Curtin, that the State Board of Education approve the Superintendent’s recommendations for the consent agenda as follows:

S.
(This item was removed from the consent agenda and placed under discussion);
T.
(This item was removed from the consent agenda and placed under discussion);
U.
(This item was removed from the consent agenda and placed under discussion);
V.
approve the Criteria for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Grant, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 2, 2009;
W.
approve the Criteria for the Central Assessment Lending Library, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 2, 2009;
X.
approve the Program Standards for the Preparation of Central Office Administrators, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 2, 2009;
Y.
adopt the resolution regarding Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 2, 2009; and
Z.
adopt the Michigan School Nurse Day Resolution, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 11, 2009.
The vote was taken on the motion.

Ayes:  Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich

Absent:  Austin, Danhof
The motion carried.

The resolution regarding Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust is attached as Exhibit D.

The resolution regarding Michigan School Nurse Day is attached as Exhibit E.

XXVIII.
COMMENTS BY STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
A.
President Obama and Education Reform – Mr. Reginald Turner

Mr. Turner said he is impressed with President Obama’s commitment to education reform and his belief in high standards as an early and forceful part of his agenda.
B.
Michigan School for the Deaf Student Voices – Mrs. Elizabeth Bauer

Mrs. Bauer said she received a letter from a graduate of the Michigan School for the Deaf regarding student voices at the State Board of Education meeting.  Mrs. Bauer said she would like to discuss this further at the Board’s Retreat in May.

C.
Home School Report – Mrs. Carolyn Curtin

Mrs. Curtin said she would like a Retreat discussion on the information regarding home schooling that Board members received.
XXIX.
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING
Mr. Flanagan said Board members may contact a member of the Agenda Planning Committee comprised of Mrs. Straus, Mr. Austin, and Mrs. Curtin with suggestions for agenda topics.

XXX.
FUTURE MEETING DATES
A.
March 26, 2009 – Joint Meeting with Public School Academy Authorizers

B.
April 14, 2009 – Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting

C.
May 12, 2009 – Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting

D.
May 20, 2009 – State Board of Education Retreat

E.
June 9, 2009 – Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting

XXXI.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Carolyn L. Curtin








Secretary
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