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For over three years, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE), in collaboration
with Michigan’s stakeholders, have been working to revise Michigan’s teacher
certification structure and improve the preparation of the educator workforce in
Michigan. This is in direct alignment with the MDE’s Strategic Plan for becoming a Top
Ten Education State within Ten Years.
This collaboration has led to the design of a structure that places students at the
heart of the system. A key goal of this structure is deeper preparation of teachers to
meet the unique learning needs of children at each grade level, particularly in early
literacy. Attachment A is a simplified graphic that depicts the revised certification
structure. The structure includes: focused grade bands to provide new teachers with
specialized knowledge about the students and content they will teach; defined clinical
experiences and foundational coursework for each grade band; unique preparation
for instructing middle level learners; and enhanced content knowledge preparation
for middle school teachers to award high school credit.
The department solicited feedback from educators across the state at all levels in
2017. We received over 3,000 surveys, including nearly 10,000 comments, that were
reviewed by the stakeholder team. Additionally, feedback and support was received
from Michigan education organizations along with important considerations for
implementation. The overall response was positive, and refinements were made to
help address some of the concerns expressed in that feedback.
Additional collaboration will be essential for successful implementation. Future
requests for feedback will focus on: considerations for small and rural districts; the
appropriate placement of incoming and current staff; improved pathways for teachers
to add endorsements; and standards and guidance on educator preparation
coursework, mentoring, and clinical experiences. The department intends to roll out
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the certification structure in tiers, beginning with elementary grade bands followed by
middle and high school content areas. The department will revise PK-12 endorsement
program standards as appropriate. The first teachers to enter the field under the new
certification structure are expected to exit traditional teacher preparation programs in
fall 2025.

Attachment A

