


Many Thanks to our Planning Committee!

• Teresa Wong – SOM – Viral Hepatitis Prevention Coordinator
• Brandon Hool – SOM – Harm Reduction Specialist
• Steve Alsum – Grand Rapids Red Project – Executive Director
• Christopher Finch – SOM – HIV Prevention and Intervention Unit Manager
• Christiane Arnold – SOM – Risk Reduction Activities Coordinator
• Heather Villareal – DHD #2 – Public Health Coordinator
• Kimberly Sutter – DHD #2 – Health Officer
• Laura Pegram – NASTAD – Senior Manager, Drug Use Health
• Jennifer Morse – CMDHD, DHD # 10, Mid-Michigan – Medical Director
• Michigan Public Health Institute



National Governor’s Association Learning Lab

• Karen MacMaster – SOM – Public Health Administration – Team Lead
• Elizabeth Gorz – Governor’s Office
• Robert Kirkby – Michigan State Police
• Larry Scott – SOM – Office of Recovery Oriented Systems of Care
• Katie Macomber – SOM – State AIDS Director
• Steve Alsum – Grand Rapids Red Project – Executive Director
• Joe Coyle – SOM – Communicable Disease
• Jared Welehodsky – SOM – Policy Analyst
• Dr. Catherine Reid – SOM - Medicaid



National Governor’s Association Learning Lab









Continuing Education

• Nursing CE Credits (Ohio Nurses Association)
• 4.25 nursing contact hours

• Social Work CE Credits (Social Work CE Collaborative)
• 4.00 social work clock hours

• Michigan Certification Board for Addiction Professionals Credits (MCBAP)
• 4.25 specific MCBAP hours

• Other Healthcare Professionals (Certificate of Attendance)
• 4.25 educational hours



Evaluations

• Purpose, Objectives, and Disclosures (POD) 
• Easy Steps (Walkthrough Instructions)
• Post-Event Evaluation

• Required to receive a Certificate of Attendance 
(COA) 

• Required to receive Continuing Education Credits
• If you do not receive a link to the evaluation within 

5 business days of the event, e-mail 
CEInfo@mphi.org for next steps.

mailto:CEInfo@mphi.org


Who’s here today?

• Immunization
• Office of Recovery Oriented 

Systems of Care
• Child Protective Services
• Medicaid Leadership
• MDHHS Policy
• MDHHS Communications

From Michigan Department of Health and Human Services:

• Public Health Administration 
Leadership

• Injury Prevention
• Opioid Surveillance
• HIV Prevention
• HIV Care
• Viral Hepatitis



Who’s here today?

• Community-based SSPs
• Community Mental Health / PIHPs
• Recovery Court
• DEA
• State Legislators
• Tons of community partners!
• Community members

Outside of MDHHS:

• Local Public Health
• Law Enforcement
• Health Centers
• Medical Professionals
• Universities
• Primary Care Association
• Housing Services



Setting the Stage for Today
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• Overdose Prevention
• Referral to SUD Treatment
• HIV and Hep C testing
• Hep A and Hep B Vaccine
• Medication Take-back
• Safe disposal of Syringes
• Free sterile syringes and clean works





Most importantly, SSPs have not shown to 
be associated with an increase in drug use
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New HCV Diagnoses per Year Among Persons Aged 18-35 



Age (n = 3062)
Median 29
Mean 28.3
Range 18 - 35

Sex (n = 3048) Rate per 100,000
Female 1467 (48.1%) 140.6
Male 1581 (52.9%) 134.3

Race (n = 2292) Rate per 100,000
White 2047 (89.3%) 123.3
Black 183 (8.0%) 51.4
American Indian 49 (2.1%) 396.5
Asian 13 (0.6%) 14.0

Hispanic Ethnicity (n = 1862) Rate per 100,000
Hispanic or Latino 75 (4.0%) Not Available
Not hispanic or Latino 1787 (96.0%) Not Available

Arab Ethnicity (n = 1141) Rate per 100,000
Arab Ethnicity 4 (0.4%) Not Available
Non-Arab 1137 (99.6%) Not Available

History of IVDU (n = 1289)
Yes 1079 (83.7%)
No 210 (16.3%)

Demographics and County Rate Map of New HCV Diagnoses among 18-35 Year Olds, Michigan 2018

2018 New HCV Diagnosis Rate
Persons Aged 18-35 (per 100,000)

<68.1
68.2 - 145.3
145.4 - 243.5
243.6 - 412.2
>412.2



Michigan had the 
5th most vulnerable 
counties of all the 
states in the U.S.





What is the legality of syringe exchange programs 
in Michigan?



Letter of Support from The Governor’s Prescription 
Drug and Opioid Abuse Commission



CDC Determination of Need Request 
• In 2016, Michigan applied for a determination of need from the CDC 

to allow for the redirection of federal funding to support syringe 
services programs

• The CDC concluded:



CDC vs. MI County-level Vulnerability Assessment



Jurisdictions Receiving 
SSP Funding from 
MDHHS in FY2019

Expansion of SSP in Michigan

2018 New HCV Diagnosis Rate
Persons Aged 18-35 (per 100,000)

<68.1
68.2 - 145.3
145.4 - 243.5
243.6 - 412.2
>412.2



Michigan SSPs
• MDHHS investing ~$1.25 million in harm reduction and SSP in FY2019

• In quarter 1 of FY2019 (Oct-Dec), Michigan SSPs:
• Reached over 1,500 clients
• Distributed over 160,000 syringes
• Collected nearly 120,000 used syringes
• Distributed over 1,500 naloxone kits

• Reported 112 overdose reversals
• Engaged 30 clients in substance use treatment
• Conducted 127 HIV tests

• 3 positive
• Conducted 33 HCV tests

• 5 positive



Welcome!  And thank 
you for attending!
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