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MEDHHS 2020 Health Equity Report

Moving Health Equity Forward During COVID-19

Report Highlights

Public Act 653

Public Act (PA) 653 requires MDHHS to:

Develop &implementa
structure to address racial & Establish minority
ethnic minority health health policy
disparities
Take aditional actions to

Promote workforce ‘advance health equity as
diversity specified in the provisions
oftheact

‘The 2020 Health Eqity Report focuses on the COVID-19 pandemic and s

COVID-19 Cases by Race/Ethnicity
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Figure 1: Confirmed and Probable COVID-19 cases in

Michigan by month and Race, 01/01/2020-12/31/2020
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COVID-19 Deaths by Race/Ethni
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Figure 2: COVID-19 mortality in Michigan by month and
Race, 01/01/2020-12/31/2020
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« Similar to cases, Michigan's racial & ethnic populations experienced a rise in COVID-19
deaths troughout the course of 2020, falowing their respectiv is i cases from the
periods of March-May & October-December,

= Within the African American population, a arge rise in COVID-19 deaths was seen from
March-Miay 2020, Ths s comparable toa rse n deaihs within the Wil popuition,

although the African American population is one-fifth the size of the White population.

Understanding COVID-19 Disparities

There e a number o factors that may have contributed tothe
impact of COVID-19 , primarily
through increased risk of exposure to the virus and risk of compncsnons

&

May be more dependent
on public
transportation complications

Racial and ethnic dispariies are rooted in social, economic, and
fcolor, limiting q d
impacting social determinants of health, such as:
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et uality stable Accessto Neighborhood
mmuannng el Employment&  Healthy Food & Safety &Social
Income Food Security Support

MDHHS Response to COVID-19

Michigan was oneof the firststates to :denmy disparies in COVID-19 cases and
deaths among prompting MDHH: urly

Efforts OV
Fincinge fram inentons wi MO leadership and asurvey of rganizmsonal
areas include:

Support/Services

COVID-19 Testing
r
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linguiticaly appropriate materials &
messages about COVIDH9

Surveillance . Partnerships

driven deciions
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Access  Misinformation/ outdated nau Limited Funding

Limitations Mistrust & Infrastructure
Lack o access to Spread e Initial lack of

Services & mwm.ucn MORH S outdoted _monetary staff &
informaion fnsome " mist ‘ond nonobust . technology resources
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Communities Pro ncreased needs
Lessons Learned for Moving Forward

MDHHS I

forward beyond
Highlights include:
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Address Social
Determinants

of Health

Build & Nurture Moving
PabieiEy Health Equity
Forward
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