
  

    
 

  
                 

                 

              

                

                    

 
                   

             

           
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   
  

 

                 

  
   

   
   

         
    

  

  

   

  
  

 
  

  

    

  
   

 

         

   

   
  
  

 
 

  

   

     
   

 

Application for Michigan Historical or Authentic Plate 

Owner information: 
Name: 

Phone number: Email address: 

Driver’s license or state ID number: 

Street address: 

City: State: ZIP code: County: 

Vehicle information: 
Vehicle year: Make: Body style: 

Vehicle identification number (VIN): 

Current plate number (if 
 
applicable): 

 
Expiration date of plate: 

Plate Type (select  only one): 
(Refer to reverse side for detailed information.) 

Historical vehicle plate 

Fee: $30.00 

Required documents: 

• Proof of ownership
• Proof of Michigan no-fault insurance
• Completed application
• Check or money order made payable to

“State of Michigan.”

What you will receive: 

A historical plate, 10-year tab, and registration are mailed 
after your application is processed. 

Authentic license plate 

Fee: $35.00 Authentic plate #: 

Required documents: 

• Color photo of the license plate
• Proof of ownership
• Proof of Michigan no-fault insurance
• Completed application
• Check or money order made payable to

“State of Michigan.”

What you will receive: 

A registration for your authentic license plate is mailed 
after your application is processed. 

Certification: 
I certify that this historical vehicle is owned solely as a collector’s item and is used only for historical club activities, 
parades, car shows, etc. and not for routine transportation and has been inspected and found safe to operate on public 
roads in the State of Michigan. 

Owner’s signature: Date: 

Please mail this application and supporting documents to: Michigan Department of State, Internal Services Section, 
7064 Crowner Dr, Lansing, MI 48918. 

Please contact (517) 636-5872 for questions or assistance with completing this form. Please allow 30 days after 
processing to receive your product(s). 

Personally identifiable information collected on this form is limited to what’s needed to complete your transaction. For other ways your information may 
be used, visit Michigan.gov/SOS/policies. 
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www.Michigan.gov/sos/policies


  

 
  

  
   

 

   
  

  

    

     
  
    

   
      

  
 

      

    
   
   
  

      

   
      

 
   
   

   
 

 
  

    
     

  

     
    

      
   

    
   
  
  

 

License Plates for Michigan’s Historical Vehicles 

Michigan, the automobile capital of the world, has many residents who collect and restore antique vehicles. Since 1956, 
the state has offered a special, inexpensive vehicle registration for older vehicles that are operated on the road only 
occasionally. 

Many antique cars, trucks, and motorcycles qualify for special registration as Michigan historical vehicles. A qualifying 
vehicle may be registered with the Michigan Secretary of State either with a Michigan historical vehicle plate, or an actual 
Michigan license plate the same year as the historic vehicle's model year. 

To qualify for a historical or authentic license plate, the vehicle must be: 

(a) 26 or more years old — based on vehicle model year subtracted from current calendar year.
(b) Owned solely as a collector's item.
(c) Used only for events such as historical club activities, parades, and car shows.

A vehicle registered with a historical plate or authentic historic plate cannot be used for routine transportation, except 
between Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day, when it may be driven anywhere in the state without restrictions. 

Historical Vehicle Plate 
The Michigan historical vehicle plate is white with six blue numbers (four if a motorcycle plate). Historical vehicle plates 
are $30 and valid for 10 years. To obtain one, present the following items at any Secretary of State office or by mail: 

(a) Proof of ownership, preferably a copy of the title.
(b) Proof of Michigan no-fault insurance.
(c) $30 fee (make checks or money orders payable to "State of Michigan").
(d) The completed application on the reverse side.

If you do not have the original title or a copy of it, present a previous registration document as proof of ownership. 

If you would like to personalize your historical plate, the fee is $150 instead of $30. Personalized historical plates may only 
be ordered in person at a Secretary of State office. Check personalized plate availability prior to scheduling an office visit. 

Authentic License Plate 
Michigan also allows residents to register their antique vehicle with a same-year general use Michigan license plate. 
Reproduction or remanufactured plates are not allowed. The plate must display the correct colors for the plate year. 

For 1984 and later model year vehicles, blue plates with white letters were issued from 1984 through 2006. These plates 
may be used to apply for an authentic license plate registration if the plate displays an authentic Michigan year tab 
corresponding to the model year of the antique vehicle. The only exception is for the 1984 blue plate because tabs were 
not issued until 1985. 

The authentic plate registration fee is $35. Authentic plate registrations are valid until the vehicle is sold, transferred, 
scrapped, or modified. Authentic license plates must be registered by mail and are not handled by Secretary of State 
offices. To obtain a registration, provide all the following documents with your application: 

(a) A color photograph, a color scan, or a color photocopy of the license plate (passenger, commercial, trailer, or
motorcycle). Do not mail the original plate. Personalized, government, law enforcement, manufacturer, dealer,
intransit repair, and special purpose license plates cannot be used as authentic license plates. If in doubt, check
with the department before purchasing a license plate.

(b) Proof of ownership, preferably a copy of the Michigan title.
(c) Proof of Michigan no-fault insurance.
(d) $35 fee (make checks or money orders payable to "State of Michigan").
(e) The completed application on the reverse side.
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