AFFIDAVIT OF PROBABLE CAUSE TO CHARGE
FAY BEYDOUN

Michigan Attorney General Special Agent Kyle Kolka — sworn here and identified as Affiant
below — states that:

1. Affiant has been employed as a Special Agent in the Criminal Investigation Division with
the Michigan Department of Attorney General since 10/1/2023 and in that time, he has
been trained in the procedures in which investigations are conducted by the Michigan
Department of Attorney General. Affiant has been a sworn law enforcement officer since
January 2009, beginning with the Capital Region International Airport Police
Department, then with the Grand Haven Department of Public Safety from March 2009 to
February 2012, and then with the DeWitt Charter Township Police Department from
February 2012 to September 2023.

2. Affiant is the lead investigator regarding Global Link International and Fay Beydoun
regarding the improper use of funds appropriated by our Legislature in 2022 PA 166.

3. The Department believes probable cause exists to charge Fay Beydoun with the violations
of MCL 750.362 (larceny by conversion), MCL 750.249 (uttering & publishing) and 750.174
(conducting a criminal enterprise) alleged in the attached complaint.

4. The evidence establishes that Fay Beydoun sought and received a $20M “Michigan
enhancement grant” from our Legislature via 2022 PA 166. Instead of using those funds
for the legally-intended purpose of establishing an international business accelerator,
Beydoun used them to pay for personal expenses, and then lied when reporting on how she
used the funds. -

Background -

[ o

5. The investigation began after The Detroit News published a series of news articftz;f:s 3
suggesting Beydoun, a former executive committee member of the MEDC and a f6rm;e:i-'
director of the American Arab Chamber of Commerce (the Chamber), may have =2 -
fraudulently obtained a Michigan enhancement grant awarded to a “business” locatedat
her residence in Farmington Hills. Beydoun created the nonprofit “business” — named:

et

appropriated the grant.

6. Beydoun worked for the Chamber for almost 20 years, according to Ahmad Chebbani, the
Chamber’s current chairman. Beydoun became the Chamber’s director in 2008, with
$180,000 annual salary.

7. Since at least 2019, the Chamber had tasked Beydoun with seeking a financial grant for
- the Chamber from the State. Chebbani told investigators that Beydoun used the
Chamber’s name, email address, and staff to communicate with state officials, and that
seeking the grant was Beydoun’s job in working for the Chamber.

8. Also around this time, on April 5, 2019, the Governor appointed Beydoun to the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation’s (MEDC) executive committee. MEDC is a public-
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private partnership that serves as the state’s lead economic development agency. Its
stated mission is to market Michigan as a business-friendly state, retain and attract
companies, and promote community development and talent initiatives. It is structured
as a quasi-governmental corporation, meaning it operates with public oversight but has
private-sector flexibility. It was established in 1999 through an interlocal agreement
under the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, operating under the Michigan Strategic Fund
(MSF) and a nonprofit called the Michigan Economic Development Foundation. It has
many functions under many different programs, but one of its duties is to administer and
audit so-called “Michigan enhancement grants.”

Beydoun was thus a decision-making MEDC board member at the same time as she was
seeking a specific appropriation that the MEDC would administer if the Legislature
passed the appropriation.

“Michigan enhancement grants” are not “grants” in any traditional sense. The Legislature
enacts these “grants” as direct appropriations to specific entities, and as line items in the
annual or supplemental budgets.

The Legislature identifies the recipients of these direct appropriations before passing the
bills but cannot specifically name the recipient without a two-thirds majority under 1963
Const. Art. 4, § 29. For this reason, these direct appropriations are not “grants” because
they are not open to any qualified person under an application process. Instead, they are
orders from the Legislature to give the identified recipient funds for the specified purpose.
MEDC has no discretion to refuse this directive.

To avoid 1963 Const. Art. 4, § 29’s two-thirds majority requirement — and accusations of
crony capitalism — the Legislature uses supposedly “general” language to describe the
recipient in terms that only the recipient can meet. For example, the appropriation at
issue here was described as follows:

$20,000,000.00 shall be awarded to an international business accelerator located in
a city with a population of between 83,500 and 84,000 and in a county with a
population of between 1,250,000 and 1,300,000 according to the most recent federal
decennial census that supports the growth of the Michigan economy by
attracting top international entrepreneurs to establish their companies in
Michigan with a focus on next-generation medical services and equipment;
agriculture; engineering, design, and development; and other technology-
focused industries.

Another example from the same budget bill:
$8,000,000.00 shall be awarded to a nonprofit economic development orgamzatmn
that connects businesses to the resources they need to grow and that is located ina
city with a population of between 5,700 and 5,725 and in a county with a populatlon
of between 295,000 and 297,000 according to the most recent federal decennial -
census for the development and operation of a business incubator program:cr 2

facility. i

et
amant
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The language is so specific that only the intended recipient can satisfy it. And yet it is
technically considered a “general” law.

Beydoun’s lobbying efforts that led to 2022 PA 166

At some point in her work at the Chamber, Beydoun met Sharif Hussein, an Okemos
entrepreneur who had Republican party contacts. Hussein had spoken at a Chamber
event in Detroit. Hussein and Beydoun also served together for a time on the Commission
on Middle Eastern American Affairs. Affiant interviewed Hussein several times, and
Hussein also provided a series of messages between himself and Beydoun through the
WhatsApp application.

Hussein understood that the appropriation’s supposed purpose was to open a business
incubator for Middle Eastern start-ups that were ready to take the next steps to open and
operate a business in the United States. He thought this was consistent with the
Republicans’ efforts to open up Michigan for more business opportunities.

Hussein told investigators that he suggested to Beydoun that they ask for an
appropriation of five years of funding for the incubator, for a total of $25M, and that
Beydoun accepted this amount as “the ask.”

Hussein told investigators that he was regularly involved in state committees —including
the Commission on Middle Eastern American Affairs and the Children’s Trust Fund — and
was regularly involved in public-private partnerships in Michigan in the past.

Upon Governor Whitmer’s election, Beydoun asked Hussein to assist her in seeking the
appropriation as shown in the following WhatsApp exchange:

nisf Am.ﬂ}i

Hussem began to work with Beydoun on a “proposal” for the appropriation to be presented
to state officials, as shown in the following WhatsApp exchange: . x
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[2/23/21 9:17:22 AM] Sharlf Good morning — can we talk at noon
[2/23/21; 9:23:16 AM] Fay Béydoun: Yes
[2/23721; 9:25:10 AM] Fay Beydoun: Looking forward to it

[2/23/21, 12:23:12 PM] Fay Beydoun: Leave the five year budget.

It might be better to Just include year 1

Your thoughts

[2/23/21, 12:32:48 PM] Sharif: I would leave the & year -budget to communicate that
we’pe plannlng ahead instead of only for one year

[2/23/21, 12:33§21 PM] Fay Beydoun Thank you

[2/23/21, 2:18:26 PM] Fay Beydoun: I just emailed new proposal

[2/23/21, 2:18:45 PM] Fay Beydoun: Please let me know your thoughts and if we can
send to the Dtate

Beydoun told Hussein that she initially approached the Governor directly to seek the
appropriation as “a budget line item,” but the Governor had asked Beydoun to seek the
appropriation through the MEDC — where Beydoun was a board member — as shown in
the following WhatsApp exchange:

[2/24721,718:54:12. AM] Sharif: Is the Goveérfior on board with the. pr‘agr‘am
[2!24!21, 16 55 51 AM] Fay Beydoun Yes the gover*nor* ,:as familiar‘ ui‘th the 2

mlllion ask She’is under. the lmpn‘ess:ion that we are g,oing thmugh mede not-a
 budget . line Atem, We can discuss with her and get her support for budget line
iteii. Should not be a pr-oblem

[2/24f21, 10:58: 2@ A] sharif: Good

Hussein did not speak with anyone in the Governor’s office regarding Beydoun or the
proposed appropriation. Hussein told investigators that he relied on Beydoun for any and
all information that Hussein relayed regarding the Governor’s position on the proposed
appropriation.

MEDC meetings in 2021

Hussein said that he and Beydoun continued to present their proposal to state officials,
and had a call scheduled with the state budget director when Beydoun “received a text”
that told her to work through MEDC instead. Hussein and Beydoun also discussed
getting “our candidate on board MEDC,” which required “a phone conversation soon,” as
shown in the followmg WhatsApp exchange

nbased on ‘when - Ve
‘Dir-ector i boar

.candldate_on"boardJMEDC, That‘s a phoneﬂcchvarsat1on¢soon

Emails establish that Beydoun had already been in contact with various employees at
MEDC regarding the appropriation, and began to bring Hussein into those meetings, as
shown in the following email:


https://ch91rm.an
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From: Fay Beydoun W
Date: April 18, 2021 at 12:59:35
To: "Fredrick Molnar (MEDG)" _.

Cc: "Fayrouz Saad (saadf@ michigan.gov)" an.gov>
Subject: Follow-Up meeting G-Link Intematlonal Accelerator

Fred, Trevor

| hope this email finds you both in good health and spirits. We would like to
schedule a follow up meeting to the last conversation we had. | will invite Fayrouz
Saad and Sharif Hussein to join us. Also, | will email you both more details on the

proposal prior to the meeting.
Please propose some dates and times that will work for your schedules.

Looking forward to seeing both of you again.

Fai Baﬁoun

In a follow-up to the email in the preceding paragraph, MEDC’s Trevor Pawl — at the time,
the Chief Mobility Officer — responds and asks Beydoun to use Pawl’s “work email,” which
is an MEDC-issued email address through the domain “michigan.org,” as show below:

From: Trevor Paw| [MEDG) <m
Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 20 :53
To}| Kate Partington (MEDC) <

Cc: Fredrick-Molnar (MEDC) >
Subject: RE: Fol[ow—Up meeting G-Link International Accelerator

Sounds goad. 'm including Kate Partington to help us find time. Fay, could you use my work
email on this one?

A month later, Hussem and Beydoun discuss how MEDC is “still asking for the detalls 3
but “not too much,” in the following text exchange:

[5}7/21, - 44 85 PN] f'ay Beydoun. FYL

Cchris Rizik stated that it was a very thought out concépt dnd the Paper was very
well written and that. medc staff or anyone else is welcome to contact him. He did

chack hls--;schedule.--«,and he is _slammed for Monday and .cannot jéin us for the meeting.

,[5;’19/21 ';12 52148 Pm} Fay Bey nun They are still asking for the details

[5)‘16;‘21 12:56:26' Fm] Sharif: ‘Yes but again not. too much
[5{1@/21, 12:56136 '__PM] S_Iha_r-if l.-.'ho is Trevor again
[5710/21, 12¥56:37 PM] Fay Beydoun. ok

[5710/21; 12:56:46 PM] Fay Beydoun: Head of mobility

[57108/21, 12:56:57 PM] Fay- Beydoun' For medc very respected: . :::;:.4

[5/16/21; 12:57:16 PM] Sharif: OF course — he’s protecting his turf b

Hussein provided emails showing an MEDC meeting took place on May 11, and that - -
Beydoun then scheduled another meeting with the same MEDC participants 1egardmg ‘the

r‘-J

appropriation: _ = i
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Kate

Can we please start working on identifying a date for our next virtual meeting with Trevor and
Fred. [ will be emaliling them a document prior to the meeting. Thank you for all your help.
Have a great weekend.

At least one additional meeting was held on August 18 with the same MEDC employees as
well as Joshua Hundt:

Subject: G Link International Accelerator Updated Documents for todays meeting

Date: Wednesday, August 18, 2021 at 10:38:29AM Eastern Daylight Time

From: Fay Beydoun

To: Joshua Hundt {MEDC), Trever Pawl (MEDC), Fredrick Molnar (MEDC), Sharif Hussein, Fay Beydoun
CC: Lavonne Blonde (MEDCY), Kate Partington {MEDC) -

Attachments: GLink International Acceleratar Qverview 08182021.pdf, G Link Ideal Client Profile Worksheet
DRAFT.pdf, G-Link Accelerator VISAS FOR FOUNDERS.pdf, GLink Target Venture Capita!l Angel
Groups.pdf, G-Link International Accelerator Staff Consultant Bios_.pdf

Good Morning

We are looking forward to our conversation this morning. In preparation | have attached an updated
overview of the G-Link International Accelerator program along with 4 additional attachments
referenced in the overview.

Fay Beydoun

Former MEDC director Trevor Pawl tells investigators that Beydoun’s graint pitch is
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not “fundable”, but that Beydoun received the money
for political reasons

Affiant interviewed Trevor Pawl — formerly MEDC’s “head of mobility” in 2021 — at his
current home in Louisville, KY, on July 9, 2025.

Pawl confirmed that Beydoun had at least one meeting with himself and other MEDC
officials in the summer of 2021 to pitch the Global Link concept.

Pawl told S/A Kolka that the pitch was “one of the worst concepts that I had ever, ever
seen.” “She had no business model. She had no plan to access in market context to get the

leads that she ultimately wanted.”

e

1
477

Pawl remembered that the consensus after the meeting on the MEDC side was that Global
Link was not ready to be funded, that it “needed work.” ol

Pawl’s conclusion was that “there's no way this is fundable.” A

il
o

But the next conversation with Beydoun that Pawl remembers is that Beydoun “called me,
and she's like, ‘T got the money.” T was like, ‘You got the money? I remember --my job -- I
remember just being like, ‘Oh, my God.” Like, how -- and -- and she basically said, you
know, I've been talking to legislature, other folks, and I got the money and just wanted to
let you know that.”
.


https://Louisville,.KY
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Pawl told S/A Kolka that Beydoun’s overall pitch was “I know people,” and that Pawl’s
belief is that Beydoun’s connections led to Beydoun getting the money: “she was able to
skip over the MEDC to get what she wanted, then ultimately -- now, I'm making
assumptions -- but ultimately come back and force their hand. ' And since she's a board
member, what else to do you do but congratulate her?”

Pawl identified MEDC’s CEO Quentin Messer and Senior Project Advisor Josh Hundt as
the only people at MEDC who could have approved or denied Beydoun’s grant pitch. And
Pawl stated that only “the governor’s office” would be able to override their decision.

Pawl continued that “in MEDC there wasn't a way for [Messer] to feel comfortable or a job
-- whoever made this decision -- to feel comfortable to say no. It probably came from the
right person at the right time that had the right leverage.”

Despite Pawl’s assessment, Beydoun apparently received the approval she sought from
MEDC. On September 23, Beydoun emailed Trish Foster —the Governor’s chief operating
officer — that MEDC approved the appropriation, and that Quentin Messer was “aware of
this”:

Trish

Sorry 1 missed you at Mackinac. 1 wanted to give you a quick update regarding the Global Link
“project. The MEDC has giving their nod of approval as the governor requested. Quentin Messer

and Susan Corbin are aware of this. The project will be included in the supplemental budget. 1

will provide you with the wording as soon as 1 have it. Let me know if you have any questions.
Stay safe

Fai Beidoun

The Governor had named Q_uenf.in. Messer as MEDC's CEO on June 1, 2021, and Messer
started the position on July 19, 2021, per public records.

Beydoun’s interactions with Quentin Messer before
2022 PA 166 passed

Text messages indicate that Beydoun was in contact with Messer about the Global Lmk

appropriation as early as June 11, 2021 — more than a month before he was 0ff101a]ly thed
as MEDC CEO:

s -

1

' AT =l

From: Fay Beydoun <oy Beydcun <[ .
Sent: Fri 6/11/2021 1:01:20 PM (LITC-04:00) =2 -y
To: I ieitin Messer JiT” <f> 5 L
My apologies 1 was not plannmg on bringing up the global link project at this-time. ~



41. The text messages between Beydoun and Messer in the summer of 2021 establish that
Beydoun connected Messer with many Michigan leaders through private meetings and
parties, including one held by Sharif Hussein at his home with Republican leadership:

From: Fay Beydoun < [Ny Eeydoun < [
Sent: Fri 7/23/2021 2:58:11 PM (UTC-04:00) -

To: [ G ucntin Messer Jif" </>

Subject: [Chat #49604]

Quentin in regards to the private meeting with the republican Ieadership: They are available to
meet with you on August 17 or August 18 for a evening reception I have arranged this in a
private home in Okemos which is close to lansing. Please let me know if you are available one of
those dates.

" [Chat #49634] | Sent:  Mon 8/30/2021 21532 PM (UTC:-04:00)

From:  Fay Beydoun < oy Beycoun [N
| To T Messe <

For tomormow 6pm private eceptiv 2t e hoate of T s

42.  Around two weeks after the Okemos meeting, Beydoun organized a second meeting for
Messer in Birmingham:

[Chat #151345] Sent:  Wed 0/15/2021 2:53:35 PM (UTC-04:00)

Fon: oy Byl < R oy oo I
To: ST Husseil <>
Good aftmmoon e ook forward to ccin you i atemaona 530 fo a pivee eception n honor of QRenin Messe the new

CEO of MEDC at 220 Merrll, Bimmingham, ML Let me know if you have any questions. Fay £



43. Through these meetings and other introductions to Michigan leaders, Beydoun made
' herself a mentor to Messer, as both acknowledged:

From: Fay Beydoun <+ R 7=y séydoun <+ [
Sont Fri 9/24/2021 1:35:10 PM (UTC-04:00)
To: -+ s cntin Resser Ji]” </>
Subject [Chat #49653]
Great job this week Quentin.
Joi o i B e ——
From: Quentin Messer Jr <+ IR (Quentin Messer Jr <+ -
Sent: Fri 9/24/2021 1:36:31 PM (UTC-04:00)
To: v+ 12y Beydoun (cwnenv </>; =y Beydoun
(ownen)\"" </>
Subject [Chat #49654]

You are too kind and so appreciate your mentoring and support

44. At the same time — throughout the fall of 2021 — Beydoun was also in contact with Messer
about the Global Link appropriation that did not pass until June 2022:

From: Fay Beydoun <+ RIF =y Beydoun <R
Sent: Sun 0/26/2021 10:42:11 PM (UTC-04:00)

To: R e nitin Messer Ji]" <>

Subject: {Chat #49668]

FYImy pm]cci got moved to the supplemental budact. Fingers crossed fir the next 2-3 wecks

From: Fay Beydoun 49-[Fay Beydoun .-:-] g

Sent: Tue 11H6/2021 10:31:22 AM (UTC-05:00) e il
To: I C uentin Messer JiT* </> 21 e
Subject [Chat #49737] =t
Ahhh I miss you. We should catch up soon. Want to update you on the global links project ":_:‘_



From: uariin tesser r < R (Cerin viosser < [N

Sent: Tue 11/16/2021 10:33:02 AM (UTC-05:00)

To: v+ I -y Beyioun (owneni <>; v [ F=y sevioun
(ownern)\™ </~

Subject [Chat #49740]

Call anytime on the Global Links Project

Beydoun’s contacts with the administration regarding the Global Link
appropriation

45.  Chris Harkins became State Budget Director in the third week of October 2021. Among

his first meetings was a meeting with Beydoun and Hussein suggested by Julia
Rappaport, who worked in the Executive Office:

9. If I can make it fit Fay Beydoun with the Arab American Chamber of Commerce — Julia Rappaport asked me to se
this up for Chris also to include Andy

46. Beydoun also continued to represent Hussein as her partner in negotiations with state

officials at the time:
Hello Fay,

- Julia Rappaport reached out to me and asked that | contact you to set up a meeting for you to meet with
the State Budget Director Chris Harkins and our Director of Legislative and External Affalrs, Andy Solon.

Director Har&ins and Solon will be available at 10: 30 or 11: 00 on Thursday, Octobm 21% and then again

-at 10:00 or 2:00 on Friday, October. 22“" Please let me know if any-of these times will work for you and |
would be happv to send you a linkfor z a 30-m|nute virtual meating. If tltese fimes do not work for your

_calendar please reply back witha time and day that might work for you and | will seé If there Is anything
that | can match'up on our side.

Beydoun replied as follows:

Thank yvou for coordinating. We are available to meet on Friday October 22nd at 10am. g .Eo_intrig e wrill
i i . il i

Please let me know if there are any questions I can answer.

Have
a wonderful day.

Sincerely,

Fay Beydoun

Executive Director, )
American Arab Chamber of Commerce S
COQ, Tejara Global Business Development Center :
C:hnlnvomcn East Michigan Disirict Export Council i
Execulive Board Member, Wichigan Economic Deveclopment Corporation

12740 W, Warren Ave,

’ L L VI E8I26 . UUSA e
Main (313) 945-1700 M Fex (313) 945-6697

ALY
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Harkins met with Beydoun and Hussein on October 22, 2021. Harkins’ notes from the
meeting indicate that Harkins understood Beydoun to be representing the Arab American
Chamber of Commerce, that she was seeking $25M, that MEDC was “on board,” and-that
Jason Wentworth was sponsoring the request:

) - ~,g_:w(’_ . 2P | ‘A.f/y\ﬁw“‘f o i
s U‘4am‘ﬁwr‘¢mb ] i
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Beydoun’s records indicate that Beydoun had a meeting planned with the Governor on
December 9, 2021. We have been unable to confirm whether the meeting took place.
Beydoun’s outline for the meeting includes an outline of the $25M “project”, indicates that
“MEDC has given the nod,” that “staff’ and “board members” are “on board”, and that
Chris Harkins “is supportive.” The notes also include a list of what Beydoun has

“delivered,” including “$330K first term” and “[e]stablished Quentin . . . relationship with
republicans?”:

Project:

e MEDC have given the nod, had meetings over a six month period jncluded LEO and Global
Michigan

e Not negotiable, not from anyone’s pot,

e  ONE TIME funding of 25M

e Board members on board

e Staff on board

*  Future funding — nonprofits individuals

* Increase international exposure, overseas direct investment,

e Collaboration with MEDC and other arganizations

Delivered: -

$330K first term — approximately at $200K now w2ith $100k In january

Established Quentin in establishing relationship with republicans?

Republicans’ John Rakolta - Tudor Dixon {Amarida) =
Collaborating with Ron and Amanda - Women groups / ethnic community / intel i
This is just the tip of the ice berg. we do not have time to discuss everything ', ot

P
. =
I need your full support on this. =
L)

Chris Harkins - already presented thé project to him he is supportive

Need you to let Trish foster and Chris Harkins know so that when they meet with the republicans there e
Is no negotiations,

11



49.  The notes continue that Beydoun “need[s] your full support on this,” and “need you to let
Trish [Floster and Chris Harkins know so that when they meet with the republicans there

is [sic] no negotiations.”
“No negotiations” regarding Global Link appropriation

50. In January 2022, Sharif Hussein sent the following text to then-Speaker of the House
Jason Wentworth stating that the Global Link project “has been cleared by the Governor”
and that there would “be no negotiations on the line item and it will be understood that
the agreement is in place to move forward”:

Good marning Jason —
hope the family is well and
you all had a great start to -

. the New Year.

As you requested during
our last meeting,
everything has been
cleared by the Governor
and her team regarding
the line item inclusion.
Their will be no
negotiations on the line
item and it will be
understood that
agreement is in place to
move forward. Please let
me know if you require

SRR

51.  Hussein followed up again with Speaker Wentworth in March or Aprﬂ of 2022 to “ensure
that no negotiations will take place and it will not be leveraged”:

12



52.

53. .

54. .
- funding was in the annual budget. Hussein was then told the funding was being ’pushed

| Good morning Jason —
just wanted to let you
know that we've

| confirmed with the ‘

- Governor's office and with

} Trish her COO that they
are still onboard and are

expecting to see the line’

} item inclusion in the

| upcoming supplemental
budget. | wanted again to
ensure that no
hegotiations will take

| place and it will not be

leveraged.

| Thanks again for your
support

=t pwesrs YTy Ty

Hussein told investigators that state budget director Harkins called Hussein directly —
and not Beydoun — to discuss modifications and timelines regarding the appropriation.
Sometime shortly before the bill passed, Harkins called Hussein to tell him that Harkins
could only secure $20M in fundmg instead of $25M. Hussein told Harkins that $20M was
OK.

Hussein told investigators that Hussein — and all those state officials he spoke to—
understood he would be a board member in whatever organization received the -
appropriation funds, and so Hussein could ensure the incubator operated properly.
Hussein stated he had regular contact with Jason Wentworth, Mike Shirkey, Curtis
Hertel, and others regarding the incubator, told them all that the incubator would be a net
positive for the state, and that he vouched for incubator using his personal reputation.
Hussein claims that the director of the Department for Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
(DLARA) — presumably Orlene Hawks — reached out to Hussein personally to obtain' "

 assurances that Hussein would be involved in the entity that received the grant funds

Hussein told investigators that Jason Wentworth’s office told Hussein that the g:r'antl

back to the supplemental budget, and it eventually appeared in 2022 PA 166. Husseln
stated that most of his conversations were with Phil Browne, Wentworth’s Budgét’ ,

Director. Hussein’s only notice that the grant had been funded was the call from Chrls
Harkins regarding the reduction from $25M to $20M. )

13



Beydoun’s representation that she was seeking the appropriation as the Chamber’s

55.

56.

57.

8.

59.

director

While Hussein was negotiating funding for a business incubator, Beydoun was still the
Chamber’s salaried employee. According to Chebbani, the Chamber’s board understood
Beydoun's job at that time to be negotiating state funding for the Chamber.

Chebbani stated Beydoun’s communications with the Chamber dwindled during the
Covid-19 lockdowns. Chebbani said that Beydoun was using other Chamber employees
and refused to update the Chamber on her efforts or what was happening. Documents
verified by S/A Kolka establish that the Chamber’s Cindy Berry was scheduling meetings
for Beydoun with various parties involved in the grant-decision making process, and that
Beydoun’s emails sometimes used the following signature block:

Slncemly

Fay Beydoun

Executivé Direclor,

American Arab Chamber of Commerce

COO, Tejara Global Business ch!upmenl Center

Chairwomen, East Michigan District Export Council

Exécitive Bonrd Member, Michigan Economic: I)wciopmcnt Comporation

12740 W, Warren Ave, Suite 300 Dearborn, Mi 48126 . USA .
Maint 1313).945-1700 . _m (313) 945.6697

The “12470 West Warren Avenue, Suite 300” address is the Chamber’s business address.

During this time, Chebbani said the Chamber relied on Beydoun’s role in the MEDC to
reassure itself there was progress being made, and the Chamber continued to pay
Beydoun based on the understanding that she was doing her job.

2022 PA 166 becomes law

On July 1, 2022, the Legislature passed 2022 PA 166, with Speaker Wentworth as the
listed sponsor. At Section 1094(1)(2), the bill includes the following direct appropriation:

$20,000,000.00 shall be awarded to an international business accelerator located in
a city with a population of between 83,500 and 84,000 and in a county with a " :
population of between 1,250,000 and 1,300,000 according to the most recent federal
decennial census that supports the growth of the Michigan economy by attlactmg
top international entrepreneurs to establish their companies in Michigan w1th a.
focus on next-generation medical services and equipment; agriculture; engmeermg,

design, and development; and other technology-focused industries. =

™3 4
& o

The Governor needed to sign 2022 PA 166 in order to make it law. Acknowledging th1s:
fact, Fay texted her son Ayman Beydoun referencing when they could “get the Money ifito
our bank account”:
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[Chat #41159] Sent  Fri 7/1/2022 7:50:32 AM (UTC:04:00)

From:  Fay Beydoun <+ R 2y Beydoun << R
A 0 LR Beydoun]' </>

She will sign in 4 Few wieks. But we are 99% there only think lefi is 1o get the Motiey intd cur bank account

60. A few weeks later, Hassan Beydoun — an attorney with the Michigan House of
Representatives — sent Fay Beydoun the following text:

From: Hassan {(shorty) Beydoun™ <+ | (Hassan (shorty) Beydoun®
<+

Sent Thur 7f14/2022 2:25:21 PM {(UTC-04:00)

To: \"_Fay Baydoun (ownerjj\™ <f=; \"[({cwnerjj\"" </>

Subject [Chat #£07257)

The relevant budget bill with your iter was just presented to the Governor at noon today. So 14
day review period starts now

61. The Governor was scheduled to sign the budget bill on July 20, 2022. Hassan Beydoun
and Fay Beydoun had the following text exchange on that day:

From: ray Beydoun <+ Fay Beydoun <+ [N

Sent: Wed 7/20/2022 B:46:03 AM (UTC-04:00)
. To: v+ Hossan (shorty) Beydoun]™ </>: Vjlownari™ <>
Subject - [Chat#407273)

Have you heard anything. Is she signing today. I can’t bélieve how slow time goes @

Frona: Hassan {shorty) Beydoun" <+| R |- 2552 n (shorty) Beydoun™ e
<

Senk Wed 7/20/2032 &:47:58 AM {(UTC-04:00) — i

To: v+ =y Baydoun (oviner )™ <2>; {ownen)]t™ <r> Toal e

Subject [Chat £407374] doy o

Yes, tha mayor is speaking at the bill signing so today’s the day. Your item isn’t on the veto list r~32 =

that her team showed me _ 25

LI
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62.

63.

64.

65.

From: Hassan {shorty) Beydoun" <+ 1H2552n (shorty) Beydoun®
<]
. Senkt Wed 7/20/2022 1:05:06 Ph {UTC-04:00)
To: v+ =y S=ydoun (awner)i™ <f>; [{owner)]” <>
Subject: [Chat #207276]
It's siened

From: ' Fay Beydoun <+| I [F=v B=ydcun <+ 1
Sent Wed 7/20/2022 1:05:28 PM (UTC-04:00)

To: v Y - 5 5520 (shorty) Beydoun]v™ <i; W [ownar)" </>
Stbject {Chat £407377]

Lmaoooo Can I still ask you everyday

Sometime around December 2022, Beydoun told Chebbani — her former boss and the CEO
of the Arab American Chamber of Commerce — that Beydoun successfully obtained an
appropriation, and that Chebbani would “hear about it.” When Chebbani questioned her
further, Beydoun told Chebbani that the grant was for “economic development” and that
Beydoun did not believe the Chamber “did economic development.”

At that time, Beydoun told Chebbani that Beydoun had directed the grant to herself
because “she needed to make money.”

MEDC is assigned to administer the appropriation per statutory terms

2022 PA 166 characterized the appropriation to Global Link as a “Michigan enhancement
grant.” Section 1096 of the bill lists a series of requirements for all such “grants,”
including —among others — (1) a signed agreement with the department that administers
the grant; (2) a requirement that “[n]o expenditures outside of the project purpose” be
allowed; (3) “[a] requirement that after the initial 50% disbursement, additional funds
shall only be disbursed after verification that the initial payment has been fully expended,
in accordance with the project purpose”; (4) “[a] requirement for quarterly reports from the
recipient to the department that provide the status of the project and an accounting « of all
funds expended by the recipient”; and (5) “[a] claw-back provision that allows this state to
recoup or otherwise collect any funds that are declined, unspent, or otherwise m1susecl »
2022 PA 166, Sec 1096, pp 149-150. e 4

| -
Between the Legislature and the State Budget Office, it was determined that MEDC
would administer this appropriation — even though Beydoun served on the MEDC‘ board at
the time. ’r;.

4 -
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66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

' Per the statutory requirements, MEDC requires quarterly reports from its enhancement

grantees, but does not fully audit the grantee’s submisisons until the first 50% of the grant
is spent. Before the 50% threshold is reached, MEDC reviews the reports to make sure
that the expenses submitted fall into one of the agreement’s budget categories.

So if the grantee’s budget is vague or superficial, the statutory requirements allow a
grantee to escape close scrutiny of its expenses until it reaches the 50% threshold.

Beydoun creates “Global Link International” as a legal entity

On June 27, 2022 — four days before the Legislature passed the appropriation — Beydoun
created and dated Articles of Incorporation for a company called “Global Link
International” (GLI). Fay Beydoun signed the Articles as director and president. Affiant
verified this information.

On July 11, 2022, Beydoun filed the Articles with DLARA. Affiant verified this
information. :

Shortly after the Governor signed 2022 PA 166, Beydoun filed an application to receive the

$20M appropriation — called a “Michigan enhancement grant” — from MEDC, as verified
by the following document:
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Michigan Enhancement Grant Application Form

Official Giantee:|Global Link International

Grantee Full Address:
Grantee Primary Contact:|Fay Beydoun
phone: NN | Emait j__l

IApplopnated Amount: |20 000,000.00

Legislidtive Sponsor;[Ja’son Wentworth

Questions for Legislative Sponsor

1. 1§ the legislative sponsor and/or any farhily members of the legislative sponsor associatéed
with this organization? (Ex: board member, employee, financial donor, etc.) No

If so, please explain:

2. Does this gl_or-fr comply with the provisions of Article IV, §10 of the Michigan Constitution and
PA 318 of 1968, MCL 15.301 to 15.3102 Yag

Questions for Official Grantee

1. Please describe the public purpose of the project, demonstrating it is consistent with
PA 166 of 2022, Secﬁon 1094k, 10941, or 1094m.

Global Link International supports the growth of the Mlchrgan ‘economy by attract[ng top

international entrepreneurs to establish their companies in Michigan with a focus on next-generation medical

Isemces and equipment; agriculture; engineering, design, and development; and other technology-focused
dustries. Funds-shall be used for the establishment of the accelerator and operating support.

2. Filllout the anficipated dellar amount for each respective categery of the budget,

using the excel budget form provided. Please note the general -
administrative expense cannot exceed 10% of the grant amount. =

1
A B LR
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71. - Notably, the address given was Beydoun’s home address

-
Farmington Hills. Beydoun also failed to fill out the dollar amounts required by Section 2
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72.  The State Budget Office raised questions regarding Beydoun using her home addresg. in
the application. As Jason Wentworth was the listed sponsor, SBO reached out to Phil
Browne, Wentworth’s aide, as shown in the following email provided by Hussein:

From: MeGaughey, Libby [DTMB) <MeGaughevi@michignn.gow>
To; Phil Broving <PBrovine @hgsse.mi.gov>
Subject: G-Link Address

Hi Phin,

Per gur conversietion, I've attached the documents submitted regarding the G-Link Accelerator
enhancement grant. The acidress provided Is incomplete. Please provide & complete Husiness ar
orpanizational acddress so we cam continlie to move the pracess forward,

Thank youl
Libby

Libby McGaughey (she/her)
Director of Leglslative and Extennal Affairs

State I!odiet Qffice
Al

State Budget Office

73. Browne forwarded the SBO inquiry to Hussein — not Beydoun — and Hussein then sent to
Beydoun asking how they should address the issue, as shown in the following email
provided by Hussein:

From: Sharlf Hussein

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2023 1:34 PM
To: Fay Beydoun

Suhject: PW: G-Link Addrass
Importance: High -

-Fay—

We have received the fellowing from the $BO, Should | reach out 1o Curtis fore his support, and should
wiet also talk to Chris? .

l_w guess is someone in the SBO office who Isn't familiar with the program [s ralsing this Ingquiry.
Cheers, Stay Safe

Sharif Hussein

From: Phil Browne <PBrowne@®house.migov> '

Date: Monday, lanuary 23, 2023 st 10:53 AM ¢

Tox St sl
_ SubJect: FW: G-Link Address L

Good morning—

Please see the below and attached request for additional Information. ol

Thanksl

74. Beydoun tried to reassure Hussein that the issue was merely that she omitted thg”_mt);,m
her address, as shown in the following email provided by Hussein: =]
" Sharif ' -

- Noworries, { did forget te put the City in the address. | have corrected the mistake. Please send to phil
to forward.

75.  SBO reached out to Browne again because GLI's address was still not a business address:
' 20
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From: Phil Browne <PBrowne@house.mi.goy>
Date: Tuesday, February 14, 2023 at 12:50 PM

To: Sharif Hussein <
Subject: RE: G-Link Address

Good afternoon ~

| received this from SBO:

Looking at this moie closely, we still need an updated business or organizational address for this project. Can you
get that piece updated?

Can you provide?
Thanks!

Phil

From: Sharif Hﬁssein

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2023 4:27 PM

To: Phil Browne <PBrowne@house.mi.gov>

Subject: Re: G-Link Address

Importance: High

Phit—

Attached are thé updated documents. | apologize for the oversight.
Cheers, Stay Safe

Sharif Hussein

76. Hussein forwards this to Beydoun and discusses how they can stop more “questions” from
SBO, as shown in the following email:

‘From: Sharif Hussein <
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2023 1:38:09 PM

To: Fay Beydoun <N

Subject: FW: G-link Address
Fay - | R

Now look at this. | believe we need to fast track It to ensure they don’t take a month to just ask another -
question. Any thoughts? -

Cheers, Stay Safe

Sharif Husseln = L3

7

ey oy
=

77. Beydoun indicates that the appropriation funds need to come to her in “Farmington H;_lls”
and refers to a telephone conversation: ' B
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Subject: Re: G-Link Address

Date: Tuesday, February 14, 2023 at 11:23:51 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: Fay Beydoun
To: Sharlf Husseln

Attachments: image001.png

The address we gave is the organization address. The money is designated to be funded from
Farmington hills. That is the registered address of the organization.

I will call you tomorrow

Sincerely,

Fay Beydoun
[

78.  The application form also required a budget for the grant but did not specify the level of
detail required. Beydoun submitted the following three-line-item budget for the $20M

incubator:

Michigan Enhancement Grant Project Budget

Fiease eater the majer cot elements of the paojecl, selecting from the diop down list options. If you select an activity with a =" please add a few edditional words of description in the
"OtherfAdditional Boles™ enlumin. Vou will beashedmnpmhmaﬂmﬂnmwumeamle& Lis smmmmmmthmmmn 2-5 ine items. Keeplag the md,muafamwhlgh

lmﬂmwmtm nmclmamruﬂ the dem Ktlre pmfm osts damaiesllamtylrm the plan. m "mr‘aull"IJMf' onrummammlmat Shmnmml: thenmr.lmumatnweﬂ.

&, Grantee: Fay Beyiloth 2 raiiit Titte: Giotial tink Internationat’
3. Pioject Gost Elements: Sataries, progrm expsnse, opersting expense a.m:gmmﬁmm
Arthities Otker/Additional Mates Rlichs Grant ' Local Funding Other Funding | Total
eeral Admin Costs Néogisany (o Implement the Projett b

|istatt conts, erc:’ T T Sataries, Actoisnting, Lega! 5 74,000,000:00 5 2,000, 000:00
ComndtartsjDirttide Gontraciars S 4000.000.00, |5 4,000.00000
: ngm& Ogerating Expense, Traved | § 12.000.000:00 5 12,000,000.00
Total[ 5 70,000,060.00 | § - 35 [ nswm0n0

79. MEDC’s policy for enhancement grants is that MEDC accepts the budget received from
the SBO. The SBO did not question or ask for details on the budget as it did for Global
Link’s address. Instead, the SBO accepted the budget as-is and forwarded the grant
application — still using Beydoun’s home address — to MEDC.

80. On March 10, 2023, after reviewing the agreement covering the appropriation, Beydoun

emails MEDC to ask if MEDC will disburse the full $20M to Beydoun immediately,
instead of the 50% disbursement listed in the agreement and in the statutory boilerplate:
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Karen

Fwiant o thank you for sending; the agreament over, i Igoksgaod, and | am agreeable Lo s

contents. | would fike to ask, f pessibe, to recelve 100% of the funding up lront. I have an eatity that
will match the $20nllon i s located n onve sum, Your conslderation s graatly appreclatéd,
Please lel me know at your edrlinst convenlence,

W

¢ without a lobbyist-
_ detroitnews.com-

+‘Saw that and honestly my
. is pride in you. Lol. Doesn't

" Governor but you come off
. as a boss'who learned how
- to work the system. About

. time that our community -

. benefits fromthe same

! process that has benefited

i | | old and rich white guys for

i | | years. Screw the haters and
, double down on earning

. your fair share. It's our tirrie.
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. Livengood: How to get $20M .
from Michigan Legislature

. takeaway from these articles '

, look great for the process or -

MEDC denied Beydoun’s request based on the statutory language.

On March 26, 2023 the Detroit News’ Chad L1vengood published a story headhned “How
to get $20M from Michigan Legislature without a lobbyist.” Fay Beydoun forwarded a
copy of the article to Hassan Beydoun via text message. Hassan texted back that Fay
came “off as a boss who learned how to work the system”:




82.

83.

Sometime in May 2023, Hussein told agents that Hussein had a meeting with Beydoun at
the Gandy Dancer restaurant in Ann Arbor. At that meeting, Beydoun allegedly told
Hussein that Hussein would not be involved in GLI because it would “not look right.” She
also told Hussein that she intended to pay herself a salary of more than $800,000 per year
from the GLI funds. From this time on, Hussein has had no involvement with GLI.

Around the same time in 2023, Chebbani told agents that the Governor’s Chief of Staff,
JoAnn Huls, drove to the Chamber’s office in Dearborn to apologize that the GLI funds
were not directed to the Chamber because the administration understood that the funds

were intended for that purpose.

Beydoun converts money from Global Link — the “international business accelerator”

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

that received the appropriation — to her own personal use

To reaffirm, 2022 PA 166 made the following direct appropriation to “an international
business accelerator”:

$20,000,000.00 shall be awarded to an international business accelerator
located in a city with a population of between 83,500 and 84,000 and in a county
with a population of between 1,250,000 and 1,300,000 according to the most recent
federal decennial census that supports the growth of the Michigan economy by
attracting top international entrepreneurs to establish their companies in
Michigan with a focus on next-generation medical services and equipment;
agriculture; engineering, design, and development; and other technology-
focused industries.

The city and county populations listed correspond to Farmington Hills in Oakland County.

The appropriated funds thus belong to Global Link and not Fay Beydoun personally. And
yet her use of the funds is inconsistent with any business purpose and instead focused on
enriching herself. As noted, Global Link International was incorporated on July 11, 2022,
as a distinct legal entity that should have been an international business accelerator.
Beydoun had no right to the appropriation funds personally.

On May 30, 2025, Affiant interviewed Lisa Katz and her attorney, Sarah Rennie. Katz
advised she worked for the Detroit Regional Chamber approximately from 2003-2006 and
she knew of Beydoun from there. Beydoun hired Katz as an employee of GLI from the end
of January/early February 2023 until July 2024. Katz advised in July 2024 all the ~*§
employees were fired. Approximately a few days later Beydoun called her and Wanted to
retain her. s -

Katz told Affiant that GLI has not established any companies and has done praetlcally
“nothing” since it began. £ -
l‘“ (: I
GLI expense records were obtained from MEDC as part of a FOIA response. The records
were turned over to Attorney General financial specialist Alex Ungren, who reviewed and
analyzed these records. In summary, Ungren advised Affiant that Ungren found the

following significant information from reviewing these records:
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Periad of Review: October 2022 to March 2024

Qctober 2022 - june 2023 July 2023 ~ ber 2023 October 2023 - ber 2023 y 20243 - March 2024

. 3 . Page Number 34 Page Number 87 Page Number 148 Page Number 76
Revenue or Total Amount for | Total Yearto | Total Amount for | TotalYearto | Total Amount Total Year to Total Amount Total Life to
/ Exp C ¥ Time Period Date Time Perlod Date for Yime Period Date for Time Period Date
IZ - |Grant Revenue $ 16,955.23 | $ 16,955.23 | § 24294719 |$ 25990242 |$ 57727001 |$ 837,17243|S 518926.62 | § 1,356,099.05
Tatal Revenue:| $ 16,955.23 | $ 16,955.23 | § 2442.947.2 S 25990242 |$ 577,270.01-| $ 837,172.43 | $  518,926.62 Sw
[Expense Salaries [ - 1s - 1Is 10,000.00 |$ 1000000 |$ 40891400 |$ 41891400 |S 273,859.11|$ 692773.11
lexpense  [Payroll Tax - FICA / Medicare [ $ - 1s - Is - s - |$ 1770344)$ 1770344 |5  22,480.20|$  40.183.64
[Expense Payroll Tax - Rl State L [ - | - Is - 1S - . 49.96) S 4996 [ S - [s 49.96
|Expense Payroll Tax - M L foy S - |3 - 13 - IS - 15 733.401 3 73340 {5 1,994.29 [ $ 2,727.69
[Expense e - Health $ - 15 - S 3,095.08 1S 3,095.04 4,847.04-) $ 2,942.08 | $ 2284616 [$  30,788.24
[Expense Benefits Expense S .- S - S 5 - S - S 225.00]5 22500 | S L. - $ 225.00
Expense e - Business S - 1S - |s 2,587.00 | $ 2,587.00 | $ - IS 2,587.00 | S - 1|8 2,587.00
{Expense Legal & Professional Fees S - S - £ 41,037.40 | S 41,032.40 | $ 96,901.04 {$ 13793844 |S 69,565.67 | $ 207,504.11
|Expense Digital rketi S - S - $ 3,180.00 | $ 3,180.00 | § 4,35000 | $ 7,53000 |5 - S 2,530.00
Expense _|Dues & Subscripti $ 195.00 (S 195.00 | $ 147790 | $ 1,672.90 | § 10,687.84 | $ 12,360.74 { S - 1,88150 | § 14,242.24
|[Expense Repair & Malnténance S - _1s S ) 141062 | S 1,41062 | S - IS 1,41062 | S 80141 (S’ 2,312.03
[Expense Rent - Space $ - 1S . - 1s 785.00 [ $ 785.00 | $ 861.00{ $ 1,646.00 | $ .86100|$ 2,507.00
IExpense Travel $ 12,703.55 | $ 12,70955 | S 9,958.70 | $ 22,668.25 | $ 9,746.50 | § 32,414.75 | $ 15,919.87 | $ 48,334.62
|£ ] Meals Expense $ 62065135 62065 | S -2,003.24( $ 2624891 $ 5.882.14 | § 8,507.03 {$ 3,561.83 | $ 12,068.86
IExpense Office S . - S - 1S 4526291 $ 4526291 $ 2,611.62 | S. 7.137.91{$ 7475713 { $ 81,895.04
IExpense Office Supplies j: 133.14|$ 13314 | $ 6,394.12 | $ 6,527.26 { S 2,999.76 | $- 9527.02 | $§ 11,590.121$ 21,117.14
|Expense Postage $ - 1s - 1s 13200 [ $ 132.00 [ $ 79.66 | $ 21166 | $ 16147 [ $ 373.13
IE_ernse Communication Expense S - 1s - 1S - 1s - 1S - 1|3 - 1S 1,616.16 | $ 1,616.16
Expense Technology S - S - $ 570000 $ 5,700.00 | $ 4,889.11 | $ 10,589.11 { $ 1156182 | $ 22.150.93
| Contribution Exp —~ S - Is - Is 5500 S 55.00 [ § - 1Is 55.00 (S - |8 . 55.00
[Expense p D .S - 1s. - - 5 . 100,000.00 | $  100.000.00 2,500.00 | $ - 102,50000 | $ 1,500.00 {5 ' 104.000.00
[Expense Confi e 3 3,296.89 | § 3,296.89 | $ 250.00 | $ 3,546.89 3,03850 | & 6,58539 | $ 3,868.88 10,454.27
[Expense Program Expense > - 5 - S 40,860.00 | $ 40,800.00 | $ - 3 40,800.00 - 40,800.00
lExpense Spedial Events ] 5 - I3 - [s 9,553.38]$ 9,553.88 250.00 9,803.88 | ¢ - |$ 980388
Total Expenses:| § 1695523 [$ 1695523 [$  242947.19|5 25990242 |$ 577,27001|$ 83717243 |5 518,926.62 | $ 1,356,099.05

89. Ofthe $1,356,009.05 spent, less than $20,000 could possibly be attributed to
“supporting the growth of the Michigan economy by attracting top international
entrepreneurs to establish their companies in Michigan with a focus on next-generation
medical services and equipment; agriculture; engineering, design, and development; and
other technology-focused industries.”

90. Asexamples, Ungren found the following charges billed to the accelerator appropriation:

JuraInc. on 7/26/23

. L Pages 44-46 ;.

Product Quantity Unit Cost Total Cost Comments ]

. 1]s 3,899.00 | $ 3,899.00 |Coffea maker, brews 32 hot and cold brew coffee specialties. .

Laean Blend 4{s | 1499 (S 59.96. ! ) [}
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Global Lk bntermational General Ledger October 2013 - December 2023
Data EgenseCaleznry  [TrasadioaType) Class Spit Naze Momo/Destrigtion | Amownt | Balice |Pazetiumbers)Bates Kumbers _tnmws
AL '
RuaessPltium
0NN BepairB Moistenance [Bpenditwe  [MHDC - [Card 003 Bt BansVonum . 1003 |§  W6SH(S 1AL
2110 AMEX Dclra
Reserse Bugioess
02{01{2004|0ffce Supplies bpedte  [MIC Card 1005 HomoGoods  |Homegoods. 1006 S ms|s 9
210 AV Dclia
Reverse Busingss
0212004 0fce Sunplies Brendtoe [N [Grd 1086 HomeGonds (Hemegoods . 1006 $  S3M$ 0N
i 110 4845 Belta
Peverse Business
0Y02]2004)0iice Sepgfies: Bpenditore  [WERE  [Card 1006 HomeCoods  [Hamegoods ... 1003 §  SALE|S 0IBH
I110AMEN Delta
Reverse Busioens
020220240 Supgies Brepfitre (M [Card 1005 Marglsls Marstals . 1006 § 48578 116
IOAMER Deira
Reverse Business
03022003 0ffce Supgies Bpodiue  [WEEC  [Cad 1066 HomeGoods  [Hamegoods . 1008 §  JBH|§ uss
108K Delta
O30 OFce Sl proftre MG [GufI06 Mol [Pkl 06 § 103 16 .
Charges indude egpipment and ichor for settivg up equizmentin Fay'soffire, 4
10 AMEX Difta ther offices, and 2 conforenee room. bchudes 2 Wand 65 ingh TV meunt i
Roessefusivess  (RataTech (13, Ea::mffmanmﬂmﬂmr:ummm,dxmmwsee,‘mﬂﬁ,i
01012024 Techaclogy brandtre  [MIBC  [{ard 1035 ior. DataTech e 1006 {$ 607636(S 7AMM[BEN er ide tablis, 6 chatrs, 3sidehoards, and 2 bookeases.
2D AVEK Dt ’ .
- PeverseBusiness  |DetvstBogiona) |Betrait Regional Cha
Dllllliﬂld CeeferenteBxponse Bredioe ML |G M5 [ (hacher 16 § 2060{8 IM% gl |2024 Mackinac Pliry Conferenieevent regutration for KatieMent
‘Date. | -Memo / Description | - ;Amount
10/27/3023{Experience Zuzu -..- 10032; S - 2248:84
11/03/2023|Experiericé Zuzy .. 103" |3 176.28.
11/07,/2023| Experence Zuzu ... 1003) 15 :161.44:
-12/05/2023)Experierice Zuzu ...31006. | S A51.00°
S12/11/2023|Experience Zuzu ... 1802° <] S B74.44:
12/13/2023|Experience Zuzu ... 213032 | 8 - 177.80°
D1/27/2024]|Experiesice Zuzu .. 1006 | S 495.18"
.D1/27/2024|Experience Zuzu ... 1006 ° S 408.24:
-1 D2/09/2024|Experience 2uzu ... 1006 ) 297.08
06/16,/2023|Hahijbs Cuisine- 1s 555,44
| 11/2672023]Habibks Chisine'... 1006 S 708:60°|
'{702/23/2024|Hahibs Cuisine ... 1006 . 1s "144:16°
-07/21/2022|220 Metrill S :376.347|
‘D8/09,,2023|220 Merriil -5 285.32.
" 10/24/2023]220 Merrill ... 1003 - s €0.88-
“32723/2023]220 Merrill ... 1003 - 15 7042
~12/29,/2023]220 Merrill ...-1003 * RE +105.60:
-03/20/2024]220 Merrill ...'1006 s - 91.00.
.10/28,/2023[16e Meur Seafaod ... 1003. | S 799.85 .
1703722/2024|Tst * Levantine Giill ... 1006 ] S 59.32-|
03/24/2024|Tst * Levantine Grill .. 1006 |$ 14878
'02/06/2024|Tst* Levantine Grill ... 1006° [ $ 12443
| 02/09/2024|Tst *-Levantine Grill... 1006.] $ 180:64"
‘07/25/2023|Parc ) L Is 177.34°
A 22/17/72023]Parc ... 2003 'S '259.42.
+11/20/2023|Giannl's'Restaurant ... 1003 S 365.57
-02/04/2024|Tst *.Forest-Grill ..."1006..  |'$ 281.08 i
. |par= Fogo Washington ... ) L. .
‘10/16/2023|i003 B S 1194.13: .
02/06/2024[Selden Standard ... 1006 |'S 174.46: =
* 11/05/2022[Rugby Grille .. 1003’ s 169.92: =
tlandarin Mo BarLinge... B e}
111/2972023{1003 s 163.83
|:10/17/2023{Chart House ... 1003 ‘S 138.22-
- 08/08/2023|Tst'® Bacco Ristorante. - 134.48 .|
C . _ ;Total:]- & 8,735.13| .
Total Number'of ’ )
! Transactions:|- .33
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Few, if any, of these expenses seem appropriate for the first few months of building “the
accelerator,” nor did any of these expenses further Global Link’s statutory mission.

Fraudulent Expense #1 — The forged Epic Law invoice
There is evidence that many of these expenses were fraudulent. For example; Beydoun

paid the following invoice using Global Link funds, and submitted the invoice to MEDC to
justify the payment:

s
\
?
}
I
!
| i INVOICE
[ i
| | INVOICE NUMBER: 10933
| | INVOICE DATE: DECEMBER 21, 2023
i FAON: *EPIC Law
(1 POBOX32598
I | Detroit, MI48232
h TO:- Global Link Internatignal
|
l ' 2
1 I |pare PROIECT DESCRIPTION ar]  raE]  aneousil
|| Jauco123 |Glabol Link mnfemfnedewwahwmim 200] $5s000] 41300
L d work,
j I (Gu) oe reviewed.
E ]' AUGOT-23 |GU Review materials and related taxissues 160 $BBD)
.! |AUG17-23 |GU Canlersnce Chent regarding nen-proft 00| 555000 51,650
; 7 ) ;
i i
| AUG23- 21 |Gu Reviesed Form 1023 1s50] $ss5000]
| :
i AUG31-23 |Gu [0 d Reviewed By-Laws, 0 . ssso00] 5165000
1 downms.ninmnnnmﬁlmm
| sepT-12:23 [GUI . | won-#rotit 1023 AppScation discussian, tevievy 260] sssoon|  SL43
| other ¢ocuments
|sepr-1323 [ou Review documentretentionand | 330] Sssooo]  s1ms
destruction, it ] and
b policies for Global Link
i 5 it e
reimbursernent polty.
! SEPT-2623 |GU -:‘,-‘_‘m: h cientregandieg 150] ss50004 £825.00)
i profitosganization matters
| i SEPT-29.23 Reviewed Global Link internations! Busingss 210 £1,150.0d al
l ! I Summary: Researched comparable entities B -3
i I
P
o L
Tl s
ACCOUNT INFORMATICN | i) L
Prior scrount balance . 1 i |
fevscharpes {intluding this invoice) . $11,05. ol o
Cument account balanee DUE $11325.00 tere
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This invoice was suspicious immediately because there were only two pages, but the pages
were numbered 1 and 3; looking at the content, it was clear that no information was
missing that could have appeared on a page 2.

Each of the billing entries here is copied and slightly edited from an earlier legal invoice
from Clark Hill/Taft for services provided to Global Link. The highlighting is added:

' PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED

_ .Date Afty  Description.Of Services Rendered. . "Hours
5125123 RCC Conference with Sara Kruse regardmg accélerator program for mtemattonal second stage .20
startu S. .
5/2523 SMK evtaw R, 5gimn'tun’ve'stmca»mgdocuzmenis . 130
5/26/23 MMOK "Rewew of information received and conference Wwith R. Christian regarding same. 1.00
5126123 SMK Review grant documents, ) . 30
52923 RCC  [Review.matenalss and»related»tax?!ssues"and Tepatelor CAlvAlN EEvIBey .80
513023 MMOK Conference with R. Christian regarding organizational struclure and actvities; rewew of 1.00
’ ; malerials and correspondence from client.
530123 RCC  Video call viith client and related email message regarding tax exempticn, governancé and 1.70
o = organlzattonal matters _ :
513023 SMK  Gorfeience cientreqs regarding non-prof TEctre s 1o mmmm 270
‘maviers.
5/31/23 SMK  Aitn to non-profit documents .30
6/02/23 SMK Attn to pieparation of corporate résojutions, policy. 1.40
6/06/23 SMK Altn to nén-profil maters, research regardmg com)| nsatlon .50

Alematic : 4.80

6/07723 LLAM NO CHARGE - Rewemd-G_tgtSat Tnkilemational BUsness summany(0L1); Created
compauson chad 0;1;;‘ esearched.oompara eenuuesana aﬁaeﬁ info atxon regardmg

o } -executive com nsatlon ?oicﬁartz .6).
6/12/23 NMMOK QZW’“ "on’ggmgt 023, callvith S, Kruse and F. Beydoun regarding operations of Global Link. 210
611223 PA ‘éﬁba Intema : initial dlSCUSSlOﬂ wxlh Sara ara regarding emp wyment work to-do, 50
61223 SMK  COnlSrance il e s IS EoMpansa ion iallers HollowWIuB e pIoyEn: . 2.60
6/12/23 LLAM ) CHARGE - Completed compensauorsearc and added addilions to chart (2.7); 4.00
: finalized format and organization of comparison chart (1 3)
6/13/23- NAW  Attention to form documents for new client. .80
6/13/23 RCC  Messages regarding tax issues. 40
6/13/23 SMK  -Aln to comp related matlers, organizational matters and checklist. . 1.50
6/13/23 LLAM NO CHARGE Searched IRS and SEC filings for information regardmg execuhve 2,30
compensation at business accelerators (1 hour); Created chart showmg detalled salary
- L breakdown for comparable CEO (i.3 hours) )
6/15/23 MMOK Q}!oﬁ(gon oI 023 apolcaton. 50
6/20/23 SMK At to corporate selup matlers, 30
6/21/23 MMOK [RBViev OHDYIaWS WOrKIon EDIMA023. R . 70
6/2123 NAW R svised bylawsiandboard minules lC:om D ﬁin Tl set tor ctten 2.00
6121723 SMK "'ttn to wrporate matiers for non-profit. - g‘!’ o . 1.10
6!22/23 MMOK mom 10§3 and conterence with N. Walkins- regardmg govemance 80
6!22/23 NAW Revnstlng incorporator resolutions and bylaws. Compiling docuritents for client review and 1.80
. :sign ofl. o
6i22/23 SMK {tn to corporate documents and mmutes confexrence client, non.profit malters. . 2230
6/23/23 MMOK WOKGNES prepare — 1.00
6/23/23 PA repare Draft of an Offer etter egin lnma dra!l ofan Empl()yr‘n‘ent Agreement. 1.50, -
612323 SMK  Altn t6 nonsprofit application. .30 '
6/25/23 RCC = RevigIRS exemption applxcatlon and pioposed fevisions .80 -
6/26/23 WMMOK Work on Form 1023 ang comespondence and conference with S. Kruse regarding same. 1.20
62623 Naw Reviewing responses from client. 1.00 -
626123 PA . ‘Begin preparing Employee Handbook 1.30
6/26/23 SMK Atinto non-pfof it application, review other documents 220
6/27/23, MMQK : Work on Form: 1023 and correspondence with client regarding same; compnte attachments 1.40
o and file Férm 1023 with IRS, .
.6127/23 NAW  Finalizing draft form documents. Sendmg to Sara for review and comment. 2.00
6/27/23 PA ~ Finishinitial dratt of Employment Agreement for Fay; finish inmat draftof Emptoyee ‘220
Hatdbook. E
6/27/123 SMK  Atin to corporate documents, edits to.same. 1,60
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95. Epic Law is registered to an attorney named Hattem Beydoun. Hattem told investigators
that the invoice was “not legitimate,” and that the only work he did for Fay Beydoun was
to review Fay’s employment contract with GLL.

96. Hattem confirmed that “I didn’t do work for Global Link.” He said that the logo on the
invoice looked like it had been changed or “photoshopped.” Through input from Hattem’s
attorney, the $11,325 invoice amount represented the amount Hattem charged for contract
review ($750) and for litigating an insurance dispute for Fay Beydoun’s son ($10,000) and
also “she just gave me a little bit of extra money, a few hundred dollars as a bonus for the
end of the year.”

97. Hattem finally confirmed he never billed any work for Fay Beydoun at $550 per hour and
did all work for her at a flat rate

98.  This evidence establishes that Fay Beydoun forged this invoice and submitted it to MEDC
so that she could use appropriated funds to pay for her private legal work.

Fraudulent Expense #2 — “two furnished units”

99. Fay Beydoun also submitted the following check to MEDC as a Global Link expense:

:. - it L= Ty S g 4 TR WA a9, kb LIt (3 e - -."i
sntm

VB, Solheb EeTerppice cte 18 40, 800550
i Chane .‘;i!f-._'

: P :
e jied LutaiTs wb A 5
i-’mfrf”"” > Gerrs f’%_'

100. The check indicates payment of $4O 800 for “fully furnished 2 units, 6142 Appoline, .
Dearborn.” -

o
e

101. In her expense report to MEDC, Fay Beydoun characterized this expense to MEDC as

follows: =
Fourdir eed ; .
Iﬂhlhrﬁ"ﬂmmm - T B () .r:: : ,
5146 Progiam Expense A H
UBIAR Ohek 209 No Seh'  Opeatind Expedhielor Housig 2ye s fos gty g ey Q0 DA -
Enlaipize b

G

102. Affiant researched the real property at “6142 Appoline” in Dearborn. It is a vacant lot;
there is no building to lease.
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103.

104.

106.

106.

107.

. pasted electronic signatures for Beydoun and Salhab Enterprises — listed a property

Beydoun never submitted a lease to MEDC to support this expense. Investigators
obtained a lease during the investigation that appears to evidence the $40,800 expense,
but that lease is for one unit on a one-year term, and lists a different address — 6012
Manor in Dearborn:

Identification of Landlord and Tenant

This Agreement is entered befween GLOBAL LINK INTERNATIONAL (Tenant’) and
SALHAB ENTERPRISE, LLC ("Landlord). Tenant is iable: forthe payment of rent and
performance of all olher terms of s Agreement.

Identification of Premises

ﬂledmlcgelherwlhany and a#lappurtenaﬂces mereto fota futyear

paid in edvance.

Use and Occupancy

The premises shall ba used an occupied by tenant and guests of tanant, to use or oocupy
the premises. Tenant shall comply wilh-any laws, ordinancas, rules and orders of any and
all govemment or quasi- govemmentat aulhories affecting e cloanliness, use
ocoupancy and preseivation of the Premises.

Tem of the Tenancy

Hundred Dullars, fully pmd in advancs on ?1‘3112023 upun execufon of s agmexmnl, if
{enantis to undergo immediale occupancy.

There is no building located at “6012 Manor” in Dearborn, nor any identifiable lot or
parcel. Through Fadi Salhab’s statement, we identified the “correct” lease for two units

located at/|| |} I but the lease term was one year for $40,800.

Salhab identified the “correct” lease only after investigators located two other vérgi_gns of
the lease that were identical to the correct version but for the property address. The first
lease — shown above, and found in MS Word format on one of Beydoun’s laptops with

[REARE

’|__J; Endii

address at “6012 Manor” in Dearborn. As noted, no such address exists. e

The second lease — which Salhab provided — listed a property address at “6012 Appohn ;
in Dearborn, which is a different building that Salhab has never owned or managed. =~

Salhab told investigators that Beydoun provided the lease forms used for this transaction,
and that he does not use these forms. The leases were all signed remotely, and Beydoun
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108.

109.

110.

111.

would have pasted the electronic signatures on the leases. Salhab stated that he did
recognize the signature as his own, but that he did not know how Beydoun inserted the
signature onto the leases. He also stated that Beydoun sent him the first lease with the
Manor address, and he eventually noticed that the address was wrong. Beydoun then sent
him the second lease, which has another incorrect address.

Salhab was unaware whether Beydoun ever used the units, and by early 2024, she
contacted him to cancel the lease and requested a refund. Salhab refused the refund but
did cancel the lease, and the property was sold in August 2024. The only person that
Salhab knew stayed at the property was Beydoun’s son, Ayman Beydoun. Salhab said
that Beydoun asked him if Ayman could stay at the property at the same time as she
asked to lease it.

Ayman Beydoun confirmed this in a statement:

i HY MK PAYUK:
' Q Sowho told you that the Appoline was avafiable for you
to move info?
A ibefieve | — I think my mother was asking arourd if —
whoever either had a place for rent or things like that.
it was hard to try finding a place for. 1rememberl
was even looking for storage facilities. They were ali
kind of booked out at that fime. So 'm not sure
exacily how I connected or correlated.
Q And just for the — so we're clear on the record, your
mother’s Fay Beydoun?
A Yes.
_ MR. KOLKA: This isn't in production, isn't it,
what we gave them? [ think it's —
MR. PAYOK: What's the date?
MR. KOLKA: 12/15 — 12/05 of '22. ;
MR. GRUENWALD: Did ynupayh_renlthad
<52
THE WITNESS: No. |believel—1lhada
conversalion with Fuad, and | asked him kow | can

W o M W S W W ™ W W A W e g = =

. The lease’s timing also suggests Beydoun’s fraudulent intent. GLI had no official

employees in July 2023, and Beydoun’s CEO contract was not finalized until thé-end’of the
year. GLI had no services to provide, no business plan, and no prospects. Obtaining."
housing for “future startups” using a one-year lease when GLI had nothing in plﬁce to.
recruit or offer any startups makes no sense. So this expense had no legitimate ;g;asiﬁés
purpose. 2o

Fraudulent Expense #3 - “STE Group Artisanal” in Tunis

Fay Beydoun submitted a $6,148.88 expense from a trip to Tunisia to MEDC with the
following description:
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AT Spea s |
01032023 Cick a1 Ko Mohwmad  Celedngfor S focus rougs inblay erd e E 16700 187000

O3 bk~ Mo _ . Sk GUBR  B0i0B
020D Chesk A5 Mo Mohased  CHECKANORDS-Caletgtocien Ayl . ' 1550 oI
Marenenddan
112. As proof of the expense, Beydoun submitted the following invoice to MEDC with the

expense report:

- o g F § 8 5

SEE Groupemeny Artisanal - b i) obw{ij
A A e :
Jut ol B I !
8
4

i ——

VENTE & EXPORTATION DES TAPIS
PARTOUT DANS LE MONDE

D
. ' 58,6264 SOUK ELLEFA 1008 TUNIS-MEDINA
Tél: 00215 71 575 224 - Fax: 0021671 575 751
: Matrlculs Fiscal; 962243T/AVEI001
) fi{l'fﬂ"slre do Commerce : B012262009
S-majk: % = e et

R1B 08 107 0007710010409 82 A
LB.AN : TN590810 i
B..C: BIATINTT 7000771001040982 ]

. Adresse o) g pachateur:

FACTURE M 071988  AWNenecinnly nane AL 3225

Nom d — A i
uelient:  [= :/ 'ﬁ g_‘(‘z‘zyﬂ

Adressa complate/t . = =
; | I } P

T——— : =0 : —~ Tél; — =

Aéroport frét ou bureau PT.T le plus proche du domiglle o _omr

CARACTERISTIQUES oz LA MARCHANDISE TAPIS
L]

Quanfité | Longueur | Largeur | Surface [ Pelds [ Gontrole| Genre | Texture | Date Pm:r
it - ONAT

“Q\J\jlsrub 5 A I T Y Ye] ‘Q_LA’ ‘
e - T.- BWMI e iy © =

3 = fd - g 2 - — ."TI
— LI S
AUTRES ARTICLES e Piix TTC TOTAL (en devises) (e / Ew
o Prix TTC TOTAL {en dinars tunisiens) " :ﬂ
: | i
MODALITES DE PAIEMENT = ___ I S T - £ .
' =
; - ot )
DELAI DE LIVRAISON CONVENU = oo e Jours & gartirdus - o

ANY GOODS SOLD FOR EXPORT DOES NOT READMSSION AND DOES NOT RETURN MONEY TO CLIENTS 43

Signaturo da Fchetpur : Signature du Vendeur
s ﬁ{j—-“' / ?igz ﬁ/@ & Cachet de PEntreprise
— =T, N
J o E
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118. The invoice does not refer to any “event;” instead, it lists “two handmade rugs” in French.
STE Artisanal is a company that makes textiles. There is no reference to a “group
dinner.”

114. The expense is dated August 18, 2023. The following day, Fay Beydoun sent the following
text message to her son, Ayman Beydoun:

From: Fay Beﬁnuns.wlmtsmp_net]]

Sent: S$a1 8102023 7:57:01 Al (UTC-04:00)

To: I < v Hatsapp.net {Aymian Morsy Beydour]
Subject: ' [Chat #207004]

Would yeu like an authentic rug from Tunis handmade Great quality

Fraudulent Expense #4 — catering costs

115. Fay Beydoun submitted the following two checks to MEDC to establish that the expenses
were related to Global Link:

a o T e T P e eI ¥ FE AT IR LS Tty DETAE, A UA RKHAPEMTHEAT S ENSITIVE ICOI AN Qi HOLOG R AL BRI R B e St e R T B F

§ Giobal Lin Taterr N : 20285 4 .
. e jE

: 2 - 5 ! i
% i%t’!fEaF /? Z?ﬁﬁ' e / ‘/ﬁ/ﬁff\?—'a‘ﬂ eﬁé// Pl — i et 1 $ J’ 535 %@ﬁ i ' "'_"

!f e Thocssne’ Frtie JJVM #’ 7:9{-&?; o fre ,?‘- DOLLARS % = ,‘
13 Chase ‘ 13_‘{ i :-:
s! § cT
¥ ron csz'e'nr-f-; P o (723 e g =

i
;-62*52:%' "

b o IR

mmumumxh}‘ﬁ“ﬁ‘mﬂ??&#k:*:- A ElRTmam. e . Mok whEm i oeiRET ﬁ*‘:waﬁx’h%"ﬁ?ﬁmz!mw::r
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116. Through Beydoun’s text messages, Affiant was able to determine that these checks
corresponded to meetings Fay Beydoun held at her home for Mike Duggan, then mayor of

Detrot: ‘
i Sent: Tue 6/6/202311:33:59AM
(UTC-04:00)
From: Fay Beydoun
I s\ hatsapp.net]
To: s vwhatsapp.net
[Sharif Hussein]

Good Morning my friend I am hosting a small
private dinner for Mayor m at my home on
June 13, 5:30-7:30. Let me know if you can make
it.

l\.’l L TS Uuﬂ’ J
i7 7 Sent: Mon 8/7/2023 45403 PM~ s
(UTC-04:00)
From: Fay Beydoun :
(I - < - hatsapp.net].

To: I <. whatsapp.net
[Ayman Morsy Beydoun]

I’'m having another dinner for: Mayor on
'Mouday August 14 at 5:30. You are wélcore to

come as a guest, 1 don’t need you to do. anything. Tu
Hope yoir caninake it. .

117. Beydoun described the expenses in her MEDC quarterly report as follows:

5 Sl | =

D otk 21 Yo Ml gl | T

(B200003 Check 20095 No Mohamed  CHECKS YO235-Caegto verton st 14203 1550
Msereddie
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118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

Mohamed Nassereddine — the payee on the checks — told investigators that he only catered
two events for Beydoun. Both events were at Beydoun’s home for Mike Duggan, and
neither had anything to do with GLI or focus groups

Reviewing the texted invitations above, Nassereddine confirmed that these dates
corresponded with the events he catered at Beydoun’s home. The June dinner was a
plated event, while the August dinner was provided buffet-style. The amounts of each
check also matched what Nassereddine charged for these events.

Fraudulent Expense #5 — Royce Lighting
On July 25, 2023, Beydoun spent $5,5567 spent at Royce Lighting, a home lighting and

décor store in Redford, and submitted the following receipt to MEDC as part of an expense
report:

313-531-6000
ROYCE LIGHTING FURMI
25525 EIGHT MILE RD
. REDFORD, MI 38240
07,25/2023 5 2 19:36:16
CREDIT CARD
VISA SALE
Caid = socoosouxx Il
MNetviork: | VISA
Chip Card: ~ CHASE VISA
ATD: A00000D0031010
SEQ &:. .
Batch = & £38
EMVOLLE 8
Approval Code: 08493G
Enbry Methed: Chip Read
Mode: . Issuer
Tax- Amount; .50.00
SALE AMDUNT %5557.00 :
by, |
ALL SALES FINAL Tin i
4O REFUNDS, OR EXCHANGES e !
CUSTOMER -COPY. X s
A= e

r-"?' !
Beydoun did not describe this expense in the quarterly reports beyond listing the %‘3"1101{1%1:,
the vendor, and characterizing it as “lighting and furniture.” Notably, Global Link wassix
months away from having even a temporary office location; its only listed address was ~
Beydoun’s home.

Investigators interviewed Tonya Vaskovskya, one of Royce Lighting’s owners. Vaskovskya
said that Beydoun made several purchases from Royce starting in November 2022 through
September 2023. Most of these were “special order” items that Royce did not have in
stock. The $5,557 charged on July 23 seems to have been a down payment on items
Beydoun ordered, as it overlaps two different orders.

123. Nothing Beydoun bought from Royce was useful for creating or operating GLI. The items

included $650 nesting table, a $316 “orchid plus frame,” a $1,120 end table, two $512
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vases, a $485 artificial flower, and various items designed by Michael Aram, a “premier
brand for home accessories.”

Fraudulent Expense #6 — Great Lakes Ace Hardware

Beydoun spent $1,483.36 at Great Lakes Ace Hardware in Farmington Hills on July 26,
2023, and later submitted the expense to MEDC as related to Global Link. Again,
Beydoun did not describe this expense in a quarterly report, but did provide the following
itemized receipt:
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125. None of the listed items are relevant to Global Link at all. Many are patio or gardening
accessories: a bird feeder, a five pit — located in her back yard when the search W,arré'ﬁt
was executed — chair covers, mosquito spray, a pruner. There are various types of glue,
cleaning solutions, bags and boxes. Again, she bought these items at least six months
before Global Link had even a temporary office location. a
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False “progress reports” intended to mislead MEDC

126.. Beth LeBlanc s reporting on Beydoun’s spending started in April 2024, and by May 2024,
MEDC made several requests for further documentation to substantiate GLI’s quarterly -
progress reports. On May 15, Beydoun wrote to the Governor to indicate GLI would “wind

" up” its business because of the public outcry. Wind-down negotiations took place until
August 12, 2024, when GLI notified MEDC that GLI 1ntended to continue spendmg
earmarked funds.

127. To forestall further action by MEDC — MEDC finally issued a breach and termination in
March 2025 — Beydoun filed so-called “progress reports” that were materially false in
claiming that any progress had been made. For example, the “progress report” for July-
September 2024 consisted of two paragraphs: ' o

NEDC % quarter GLI PROGRESS UPDATE Juiy-Sepi 2024.
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128. Lisa Katz — Global Link’s longest serving employee and whistleblower — was one of two
Global Link employees at this time. Katz reviewed the statements made in this report
and told investigators the following:

e ' Global Liﬁk had no “focué” on any region;

e During this perlod Katz was focused on brokermg a relatlonshlp with As1an
- Development Bank, which is not a startup; o

e There no “country advisors,” in “talks” or otherwise;
e There was no “database”; =
e There were no “relationships” with “international entities.”
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129. Katz's statements establish that this “progress report” was materially false in all
meaningful aspects. And other Global Link employees corroborated Katz’s statements.
For example, Dan Cherrin told investigators that Global Link provided no services and
had no “startups” that it was working with whatsoever, that he “wasn’t aware” of any -
progress, and that he would have publicized any positive developments to rebut the news
coverage. : :

130. The next “progreés report” continued this pattern:

Q1 2024-5 Quarter Developments

In this quarter, Global Li n‘k ¢ontin ued to expand its reach by focusing on strategic regions
including Asia, Africa, the Middte East, and Europe. We increased our pool of identified
internétional star_tups'to 61, representing a growth of 13 startups from the previous

quarter. These startu_pS span diverse sectors, includingtechhology,_agricultural

technology, engineering, gybersep‘urity, medical devices and maobility. Aqditionauy, our
internationa{'parfnerships- increaééd from three to nine, demonétrating significant progress

in global collaboration.

131. Again, Katz told investigators that these statements were materially false:
e Katz was the only employee from October-December 2025;
developing countries. We are in discussions on

identifying best practices to move forward with that

relationship that will be keneficial tc all.™

2 Three countries?

e Three intermational entities —--— N 5
R Oh. o '
O - that will prowvide access to 50 developing countries.

Did you know anytﬁihg about that?

LN Mo, unless she was counting &sian Development Bank. But L
that was not part of the conversation, and she was not 3 i
tied into that. So that would not have been —— =

Q But that's still one entity, right? Aﬁ

A It is only cne entity. &nd again, it was not the nature

of our relatiomship.

¢ There were zero identified startups, so no increase as reported;
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e Global Link had no companies it was working with in any of the identified sectors;

o Katz said that reported “progress” in this report was “imaginary.”

132. The evidence establishes Beydoun was lying to MEDC about progress to keep the grant
money flowing — especially Beydoun’s $550,000 annual salary — and forestall any further
action by MEDC. And salary payments continued through June of 2025:

T Orig CO Name: ADP Wage Pay Orig.

Orig O Name: ADP Wiige Pay Orig:ID: I |

2127125 $20,098.59
3/18/25 $20,098.58
3127125 $20,098.59

[$20,09859

4/29/25 £20,547.05 Orlg TO Naine: ADP Wage Pay Orig 1D: —
]
5114125 $21,463.16 | Orig CO Name: ADP Wage Pay Orig ID:
52925 $’2-’1_,3'13..1G’ Orig CO Name: ADP Wage Pay Orig 1D: JRENENNNNN -
onems | $21 ;_313;1'8 ¥
677735 |$21,818.17 | Orig CO Name: ADP Wage Pay Oriz 1D NS
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133. The false representations identified above were made in the 4th quarter of 2024. Between
the misrepresentations and June 2025, Beydoun was paid hundreds of thousands in
additional salary that she arguably would not have received but for her
misrepresentations.

Summation

134. The evidence above establishes probable cause that Fay Beydoun engaged in a pattern of
racketeering activity by continually converting Global Link’s earmarked and restricted ‘
funds to her own use:

e To pay her personal legal bills;
e To buy items for her home or to give to her son;
¢ To hold political events at her home; and

e To pay for a lease that Global Link could never have used based on its one-year
term.

135. The evidence also establishes that Beydoun knew she had to substantiate her spending,
- and that she continually lied to MEDC about the nature of those expenses — even going so
far as to forge a legal invoice — and about Global Link’s progress so she could contmue to
collect her $550,000/year salary.

136. Importantly, these charges only document a few of the many similar conversions that Fay
Beydoun committed through the first quarter of 2024. The expenses listed in Paragraph
90, above, include many purchases from Home Goods, a vacuum cleaner, and repeated
- trips to lavish restaurants. These instances are uncharged here, but they strengthen that
pattern showing that Beydoun was simply living off Global Link’s money.

137. - The investigation is ongoing into expenses that Beydoun made through 2024-2025, and
further charges are possible. As noted in Paragraph 90, above: Of the $1,356,009.05 .
Beydoun spent from the first $10M deposit on April 1, 2023, through March 31, 2024 -- .
less than $2O 000 appears to be legitimately for Global Link. :

138. For all thése reasons, Affiant asserts that probable cause exists to authorize the attached
complaint and warrant.

WHEREFORE Afflant asks that this Honorable Court conclude that probable cause ex1sts to o
charge Fay Beydoun with the offenses listed in the attachment complamt \

o
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Further, Affiant sayeth not.

This Affidavit consists of 44 pages.

Reviewed on £, /‘{/%J-é
Date

By: ;é

Assistant Attorney General

41

Affiant

Subseribed and sworn to before me:

514/ /

Date

i

dJ 1nge/l\/[a;gistrate
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