
 

 

AUTISM COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, February 23rd, 2024 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT ORGANIZATION, REPRESENTATION 

Dr. Amy Matthews, LP, BCBA Grand Valley State University, State-funded Initiatives 

Dr. Colleen Allen, Ph.D. 
Autism Alliance of Michigan, a Non-Profit Organization serving 

those with ASD 

Dana Lasenby, MBA 
Oakland Community Health Network, Pre-Paid Inpatient Health 

Plans/Community Mental Health Service Programs  

Emily DeLaGarza Michigan Department of Insurance & Financial Services 

Dr. Jacob Daar, BCBA Northern Michigan University, State Universities  

Dr. Jeanette Scheid MDHHS Children’s Services Administration 

Jenny Piatt, MA Michigan Rehabilitation Services, Employment Services 

Krista Boe, M.A., BCBA  Acorn Health, Certified Behavior Analysts 

Martin Baum, J.D. Parent, ASD Community 

Phil Kurdunowicz, MHSA 
Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & 

Supports 

Rebecca McIntyre, MEd Michigan Department of Education 

Raymie Postema 
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services,  

Recipient Rights 

Dr. Neelkamal Soares 
Western Michigan University Homer Stryker MD School of 

Medicine, Health Care Providers 

Frank Vaca Self-Advocate, ASD Community  

Brian Debano, MPA Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 

COUNCIL MEMBERS EXCUSED ORGANIZATION, REPRESENTATION 

Dr. Steven Tunnicliff, Ph.D. Genesee ISD, Intermediate School Districts and Local Schools 

MDHHS STAFF PRESENT MDHHS REPRESENTATION 

Dr. Erika Dianis, PsyD, LP 
Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & 

Supports 

Heather Glidden, LBSW, QJDP, MS 
Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & 

Supports 

Patricia Neitman, MS, LLP 
Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & 

Supports 

Marina Wyrzykowski* Legislative Affairs 
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Dr. Mary Luchies, Ph.D., LP, BCBA, 

LBA 

Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & 

Supports 

Maya Bryant, MPH, NASM-CPT 
Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & 

Supports 

Alicia Cosgrove 
Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & 

Supports 

  * Indicates the member joined virtually 

 - Multiple guests also attended in person and virtually. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Autism Council meeting was called to order by Amy Matthews at 9:05 am. A quorum was present for 

the meeting.  

 

ROLL CALL 

A roll call of Council members and MDHHS staff was completed.   

 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Dr. Scheid called for a MOTION to approve the February minutes. Krista Boe made a MOTION to 

approve the February minutes. Amy Matthews SECONDED the motion. The MOTION carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Nothing to report. 

 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) UPDATES 

Financial Operations Administration-MDHHS Budget:  Maya Bryant reported, see Appendix I for the 

update. 

  

Legislative Update: Marina reported on the bills in Appendix II of the meeting minutes. 

 

• Discussion 

o Question regarding Senate Bill 227 and whether it will be reintroduced 

▪ Legislative response – there could be some difficulty with the 52-52 split 

o Is the dept tracking House Bill 5114 – expansion of scope? 

▪ Yes, it’s being monitored in House policy 

▪ Some support from hospital systems because it supports access to their activities 

• At this point MPS likely opposes it 

• Concern about the support for licensing and oversight  

 

Bureau of Children’s Service Coordinated Health Policy & Supports (BCCHPS)  

• IDD and ASD Services Section 

o Working through policy updates for annual re-evaluation and updates for autism  

▪ QBHP Policy and clarifications which is slated to end in 2025 

o Working with Bureau partners for data collection, about 8,000 are receiving ABA 

treatment  

o Working to set training with Dr. Brooklier for the Autism Diagnostician Training Series 

o Project with MDE 
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o MichiCANS a tool for – 8-21-year-olds for severe emotional disturbances and 

developmental disabilities which will help to assess children and young adults, the 

decision support model may be able to be presented at a future meeting 

 

o Waitlists for services are happening for families which happen for various reasons – ex. 

Provider of choice is not available, service isn’t available, in-home care is not yet 

available – PIHPs do reach out to families periodically to alert them of the available 

services 

o Some research is being done to see barriers to access to services from AAOM at a local 

level 

MDE Update 

• ABA services training – 327 people accessed services in January 

• More investigation into mat therapy as an alternative to seclusion restraint  

• Discussion: 

o It appears that mat therapy lacks skill-building  

 

LEO/MRS Update 

• Students are encouraged to explore education and career pathways during Career and 

Technical Education Month – on February 8, a press release recognizing February as CTE Month.  

• New extension campuses will expand technical education opportunities for Michiganders with 

disabilities – on February 5, a press release announcing two new extension campuses for Michigan 

Career and Technical Institute.  

o Expanding access to the college’s vocational rehabilitation services to students in Kalamazoo 

and Livingston counties. 

o The Northside Association for Community Development will provide Certified Nurse 

Assistant training in Kalamazoo while Torch 180, a non-profit café and coffee shop in 

Fowlerville, will offer culinary training to individuals who are eligible for services through 

Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS). 

• Gov. Whitmer announces funding to provide life-changing career pathways through 

Registered Apprenticeships – on February 14, press release announcing recipients of $1M in 

competitive grants to provide underrepresented individuals with access to Registered 

Apprenticeship.  

• March 1st – National Assistive Technology Awareness Day 

o Please see below on public release of information from LEO-MRS 

▪ Under the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, the Michigan Assistive Technology 

Program (MATP) under Michigan Disability Rights Coalition (Assistive Tech 

Program – Michigan Disability Rights Coalition (mymdrc.org)  implements the 

Assistive Technology Federal Award/Grant, MRS is the lead agency dispersing funds 

and support activities to the grant and MDRC. 

  

Department of Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS) 

• Emily DeLaGarza – no update 

 

Old Business 

• Action Items from previous meeting: 

o Still working to get more information from Medicaid and Priority Health  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fleo%2Fnews%2F2024%2F02%2F08%2Fstudents-encouraged-to-explore-education-and-career-pathways-during-cte-month&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C93797cd1b4554acb192208dc3483ee43%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638442988439058824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XnvPMMIrABZWpTYqPT2YgBvYHuFDN3OdC33NBT1jp30%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fleo%2Fnews%2F2024%2F02%2F05%2Fnew-extension-campuses-expand-technical-education-opportunities-for-michiganders-with-disabilities&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C93797cd1b4554acb192208dc3483ee43%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638442988439069082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dcDd3kxAiJnCrmeUoVsw75lVanihRnR8vOtT6GyDlUM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fleo%2Fnews%2F2024%2F02%2F05%2Fnew-extension-campuses-expand-technical-education-opportunities-for-michiganders-with-disabilities&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C93797cd1b4554acb192208dc3483ee43%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638442988439069082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dcDd3kxAiJnCrmeUoVsw75lVanihRnR8vOtT6GyDlUM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fleo%2Fnews%2F2024%2F02%2F14%2Fgov-whitmer-announces-funding-to-provide-career-pathways-through-registered-apprenticeships&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C93797cd1b4554acb192208dc3483ee43%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638442988439077330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RupKYOts6QdR1DhqjibhO9HKzxkvr4Yo%2BDDyrZ8YEJg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fleo%2Fnews%2F2024%2F02%2F14%2Fgov-whitmer-announces-funding-to-provide-career-pathways-through-registered-apprenticeships&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C93797cd1b4554acb192208dc3483ee43%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638442988439077330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RupKYOts6QdR1DhqjibhO9HKzxkvr4Yo%2BDDyrZ8YEJg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmymdrc.org%2Fassistive-tech-program%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C93797cd1b4554acb192208dc3483ee43%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638442988439083888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SuFkVNJNS9EEbnMXKRUnxzy%2B4bJ3M%2BQbTkVm2pcVDHg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmymdrc.org%2Fassistive-tech-program%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C93797cd1b4554acb192208dc3483ee43%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638442988439083888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SuFkVNJNS9EEbnMXKRUnxzy%2B4bJ3M%2BQbTkVm2pcVDHg%3D&reserved=0
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o Angel Sense device – in conversation with BPHASA  

▪ Working to see how it may be covered through Medicaid  

o Research any insurance claims related to Angel Sense/GPS 

▪ Jacob – asked families that utilize a similar device – it was provided by the police and 

it only works in the local area  

• Review and approval of the 2023 Annual Report  

o Phil motioned to approve the annual report and Dana seconded, the motion carried 

New Business 

• Presentation from Katie Oswald  

o See slides in Appendix III of meeting minutes 

• Presentation from Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program - DHHS 

o Exploring Interventions to Decrease Lead Exposure in Children with Autism and Pica 

o See slides in Appendix IV of meeting minutes 

o Discussion: 

▪  Education from providers to parents on dangers of lead poisoning, often lead is not a 

concern when some symptoms are seen until hospitalization occurs  

Member Updates 

• Psychiatric hospitals running programs for IDD and ASD 

• AAOM’s upcoming parent conference  

• Jacob – program for those in grad school for LEND program  

 

Action Items  

Status  

(Open)  

(Complete)  

Description  Owner  Target Date  
 

 Complete Continued research into Angel Sense device  Phil Ongoing  

 Complete Continued conversation around Medicaid Health Plan network 

issues and mental health professional expansion.  

 

  

Phil, Dr. Soares Ongoing 

 

Open Council post-meeting email  

 

Maya  3/1/2024 
 

Open Autism Self-Advocate Agenda Planning  Planning Group  Ongoing  

 Open Council to Review the 5-Year Plan All Council 

Members 

Ongoing  

 

 

Adjourn 

Amy Matthews adjourned the meeting at 12:05pm. The next Autism Council meeting will take place on 

December 15, 2023, in Lansing.  

 

Frank motioned to adjourn the meeting; Amy adjourned at 12:00 pm.  
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Appendix I 
Budget Update 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



 

6 

Appendix II 
Legislative Update 
 
House Bill 4101 (VanderWall) – Modifies temporary licensing of speech-language pathologists – LARA/DHHS Co-

Leads, 2/20/24 Substitute H-2 adopted, placed on third reading in the House 

House Bill 4131 (Liberati) – Modifies coverage for health care services provided through telemedicine  – DIFS Lead, 

2/7/24 Received hearing in Senate Health Policy Committee 

House Bill 4213 (Morse) – Provides definition of distant site for telemedicine visit  – DHHS/LARA Co-Leads, 2/7/24 

Received hearing in Senate Health Policy Committee 

House Bill 4523 (Hope) – Modifies eligibility for mental health court for those with violent offenses – SCAO/AG/LEGAL 

Co-Leads, 2/20/24 Reported from Senate Civil Rights, Judiciary & Public Safety Committee with an S-1 substitute 

House Bill 4579, 4580 (Price, Brabec) – Requires reimbursement rate for telehealth visits to be the same as office 

visits – DIFS/DHHS Co-leads, 2/7/24 Received a hearing in Senate Health Policy Committee 

Senate Bill 227 (Lauwers) – Modifies emergency safety intervention in a children’s therapeutic group home – 

DHHS/LARA Co-Leads, 11/11/23 Recalled to the House, 1/17/24 Taken up by the House again to adopt H-1 

substitute, 1/18/24 Defeated in the House 

New:  

House Bill 5391 (Friske) – Provides notification to the public by text message of a missing senior or vulnerable adult – 

MSP/LEGAL Co-Leads, Referred to House Government Operations Committee 

House Bill 5397 (Rogers) – Provides notification to the public by text message of a missing senior or vulnerable adult 

– MSP/LEGAL Co-Leads, Referred to House Health Policy Committee 

Senate Bill 685 (McCann) – Requires health insurers to provide coverage for dispensing a 90-day refill for 

maintenance prescriptions – DIFS/DHHS Co-Leads, Referred to Senate Health Policy Committee 

Senate Resolution 88 (Santana) – A resolution to recognize February 2024 as School-Based Health Care Awareness 

Month  

  

ttp://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4101
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2023-HB-4131&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282412624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZsAiCnI0vHqo4TtIXXIShRfPKPV4j7TME1u3rM4mYRk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2023-HB-4213&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282422841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UOy6SA8wH6GH2ViXlNjWAKVkTXW2b0Cb9ao9UcF7u2g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2023-HB-4523&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282429852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e3AdI49INcJygzJgnPEeoytaI17UW1OYscIWGiylR4A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2023-HB-4579&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282435920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ML5VTkBKoTp0byOEojj6pA9Z%2F%2BHTjYjuwPk9r%2FMUc5U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2023-HB-4580&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282442156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=97aNrFwHhiUs01ijtPVkmsyjkBM%2F8tyCrYwrC0qpFpE%3D&reserved=0
ttp://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0227
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2024-HB-5391&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282447992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XDPLhmV065jDMRFoUGoWvuztMB43RsYtAFWV5V4BEK8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2024-HB-5397&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282453696%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oEec8ipFOx6drXVaU1enwCuHxorAjsUJoxLZxzqJA4s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2024-SB-0685&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282460427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FuW7KNl6NLmMkTDdLVG9QVaeWgCsXWXf3o%2B1%2Fv2ru9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2024-SR-0088&data=05%7C02%7CBryantM7%40michigan.gov%7C32cc3cd4e39d43714acc08dc32f93f48%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638441293282466797%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ghydp2xnJQqzHgFYJ%2B0pEq27UI3W%2FOWWGFUHfAmfdc%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix III 
Statewide Advisory Committee 
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Appendix IV 
Exploring Interventions to Decrease Lead Exposure in Children with Autism and Pica 
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