
 

Question & Answers 
Last Updated: June 6, 2025 

The purpose of this document is to answer questions the Mi-Key team has received from 
various stakeholders. Questions are in no particular order. 

What IDs are going away or changing with Mi-key?  

Mi-Key will be integrated into systems in two phases: First will be MiEdWorkforce (a new system 
to replace REP and MOECS), and then MSDS. For the first integration with MiEdWorkforce, 
existing PICs will be migrated as the state education ID. After implementation, IDs for new 
identity records will be generated by Mi-Key. 

Once integration occurs with MSDS, PICs and UICs will be merged into one state education ID 
field. For individuals with both a PIC and a UIC, their primary ID will depend on which sector(s) 
the person is active in. 

Will Mi-Key be the authoritative source for identifiers and demographics? 

Mi-Key will contain the state-recognized education identifier and will be the source of truth for 
the identifier and a limited set of demographics. 

The education identifiers will be used within the state and by other submitting systems. 

How will designs for MiEdWorkforce and MSDS align for users that perform roles in both 
applications? 

MiEdWorkforce and MSDS will each contain identity management functions that will work in 
conjunction with Mi-Key. Users will perform student identity management in MSDS and staff 
identity management in MiEdWorkforce. 

Will Mi-Key continue to assign identifiers with leading zeros? 

New identifiers generated by Mi-Key will not have leading zeros. As of early 2025, the current 
UIC system is no longer generating UICs with leading zeros either. 
 
Will Mi-Key retain existing identifiers with leading zeros? 
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Yes, Mi-Key will retain existing identifiers with leading zeros, but it will not generate any new 
identifiers with leading zeros. 

Will Mi-Key provide a crosswalk between historical and current identifiers? 

Mi-Key will maintain the relationship of historical PIC and UIC identifiers to the primary state 
identifier. The method for users to access and review that relationship will be determined at a 
later date. 

What data migration approach will be used with the launch of Mi-Key? 

At this time, the data migration approach will focus on staffing identifiers first. The second 
phase of the approach is to go to a single identifier when student identifiers are migrated. 

What is the planned timeline for Mi-Key's launch? 

Mi-Key will be integrated with MiEdWorkforce for its launch in summer/fall 2027. Final timelines 
will be shared with stakeholders, allowing time to prepare for changes. 

What sort of support/resources will be provided to end users? 

End user documentation as well as training for any business process changes will be provided. 
Additionally, we are working with our business teams to identify other venues that have been 
effective, such as virtual trainings and office hours. We will continue to seek venues via our 
partnerships with various associations.  
 
How will Mi-Key impact current existing DataHub APIs? 

Mi-Key will integrate with the existing DataHub APIs. For any changes, documentation will be 
provided well in advance before going live with the new versions of these APIs. 

What will be the impact of manual resolution compared to the existing CEPI matching 
process? 

Mi-Key will include a near match resolution process similar to that of the current UIC system. 
CEPI’s goal is to find the appropriate match thresholds to minimize manual resolution while also 
preventing duplicates from being created. 

Will Mi-Key collect additional demographics that will allow for easier manual resolution? 

CEPI will consider suggestions from end users on the inclusion of additional data fields that 
would be helpful for identifier resolution. In addition, Mi-Key will integrate with existing systems 
and utilize additional data from those systems to help with the manual resolution process. 

How will end users and stakeholders be informed of Mi-Key updates? 

CEPI will be creating a web page for updates, resources, and more. Mi-Key updates will also be 
shared periodically through CEPI Announcements and at end user workgroup meetings. Mi-Key 
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will not be a public facing application, so documentation may be integrated with other 
CEPI/MDE application documentation. 

What will the manual resolution process look like with Mi-Key? 

For integrations with MiEdWorkforce and MSDS, the manual resolution process will be similar to 
what currently exists in the PK-12 and Higher Ed systems. An identity submission record will fall 
into one of three categories: Match, No Match, or Near Match. For records in the near match 
category, end users will review the potential match(es) and either confirm a match or request a 
new identifier. 

What character size will the Mi-Key identifier be? 

The identifiers generated by Mi-Key will be 10 digits long, and the data type will be varchar 
(variable-length string that can include letters, numbers and special characters). 

What benefits are gained from Mi-Key? 

Mi-Key will provide many benefits, including: 

• Greater flexibility in modifying matching process 
• Keeping up with industry standard matching techniques 
• Enabling enhanced technical abilities (increased use of APIs) 
• Aligning to Common Education Data Standards (CEDS) 
• Expanding reporting and research opportunities by connecting data from all education 

sectors with a single ID while maintaining security across sectors 

What sort of privacy concerns have been raised when linking all educational data? 

Sector-specific collection data will be stored in disparate applications. In addition, enhanced 
security processes will limit the type of data each user can access. Data are only linked for 
defined purposes that comply with privacy laws.  

What legislation exists to ensure that the Mi-Key effort is not halted by legal challenges? 

By State School Aid Act [MCL - Section 388.1694a], CEPI is the center responsible for the 
creation and maintenance of identifiers. At this time, we do not foresee any legal challenges 
that would halt the implementation of Mi-Key.  

Are there existing PICs that are the same as a student UIC? 

No, there are no existing PICs that are the same as a student UIC, as all UICs are 10 digits long, 
whereas PICs currently range from 3-7 digits long. 

Will there be a snack-pack for staffing? 

The concept of a snack-pack for staffing will be evaluated as a future potential enhancement. 

Will institutions have to store a history of UICs for their students? 

https://capitol.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-388-1694A&highlight=2024
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Mi-Key plans to maintain the relationship of historical PIC and UIC identifiers to the primary 
state identifier. It is an institution’s choice whether they would like to retain the historical 
identifiers within their own systems. 

How will the transition to Mi-Key affect statewide reporting? 

It is anticipated that Mi-Key will result in cleaner identity data with a lower rate of duplicates, 
resulting in improved data lineage. 

Will Mi-Key tie data to other state agencies such as LEO/UIA? 

Currently, CEPI has data sharing agreements with other state agencies such as DHHS, LEO, and 
Mi-LEAP that tie data with other state agencies. Please note that DSAs are created for specific 
purposes and data are only used for those purposes. 
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