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Welcome and Introductions
Wednesday, March 23, 2022

Belinda Hawks
Division Director, Adult Home and Community Based Services

Behavioral and Physical Health and Aging Services Administration
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Welcome to our final presentation.

What you need to know:
• There has been a restructuring within MDHHS. 
• For details, read the press release:  https://bit.ly/3q6kF8m  

Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Disabilities 
Administration (BHDDA)

Behavioral and Physical Health
and Aging Services Administration 
(BPHASA)

• But -- we aren’t going anywhere!  We are still here to help you. Stay tuned 
for today’s presentation about where to find COVID-19 resources and 
guidance for AFCs and HFAs.

is now called

https://bit.ly/3q6kF8m
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• As part of the restructuring, this regular meeting is being discontinued.

• This email inbox will be shut down:
MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@Michigan.gov

• But these email boxes are still available for your questions! 

Staffing:  MDHHS-LTCStaffing@michigan.gov
Vaccines:  MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov
Testing:  MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov
Emergency Orders:  MDHHS-MSA-COVID19@michigan.gov
Infection Prevention:  MDHHS-IPRAT@michigan.gov

mailto:MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-LTCStaffing@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-MSA-COVID19@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-IPRAT@michigan.gov
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• Toll-free phone meeting each month

• Open to anyone involved in operating a congregate care living facility

• MDHHS experts provide updates on vaccines, testing, epidemiology, infection 
prevention and more

• Watch your email for notices about these monthly call-in meetings. Next 
meeting is set for April 12, 10– 11:30 a.m.

Consider joining the
Long Term Care Facility COVID Response Call
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• Qualified AFC and HFA facilities may receive funds from the state 
equal to $700 per bed

• Granted on a reimbursement basis:  facilities meeting the requirements must 
register in SIGMA as a vendor to receive reimbursements

• Applications must be received by June 21, 2022

• Guidance documents and forms can be found at: 
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_104888---,00.html

Exciting news! 
Financial support opportunity

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_104888---,00.html


SAVE THE DATE

CEs will be offered for Doctors, Nurses, EMS, Social Workers and Nursing Home Administrators.

Registration now open:
https://www.train.org/mi-train/course/1102277/conference

Behavioral Health Symposium 
for the healthcare community

June 16, 2022

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.train.org%2Fmi-train%2Fcourse%2F1102277%2Fconference&data=04%7C01%7CDetwillerP%40michigan.gov%7C51d85329d560429ef49508d9fc61407c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637818316882600198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rEGUyTXiD3EWmD1IU2OI1QZocjRRAv%2Bmcw0bYcQvrBw%3D&reserved=0
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Today’s topics and guests

“Do I need to mask?” – How to determine the answer
• Katie Puskar, Disaster Preparedness Analyst – Healthcare Preparedness 

Program
• Denise Parr, Infection Prevention Resource & Assessment Team (IPRAT)

Looking ahead: Where to find COVID-19 guidance
• Katie Puskar, Disaster Preparedness Analyst – Healthcare Preparedness 

Program



“Do I need to mask?”

“When do I need to test?”

• Katie Puskar, Disaster Preparedness Analyst, Healthcare Preparedness Program
• Denise Parr, Infection Prevention Resource & Assessment Team (IPRAT)

March 23, 2022

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services will not exclude from participation in, deny benefits of, or 
discriminate against any individual or group because of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, height, weight, marital 

status, partisan considerations, or a disability or genetic information that is unrelated to the person’s eligibility. 



COVID-19 Community Levels 
OR

COVID-19 Community Transmission Rates?

It’s a matter of following 
the correct map.



CMS QSO 20-38-NH 
“Facilities should use their community transmission level as the trigger for staff 
testing frequency. Reports of COVID-19 level of community transmission are 
available on the CDC COVID-19 Integrated County View site:
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view ”

CDC’s new COVID-19 Community Levels recommendations do not apply in 
healthcare settings, such as hospitals and nursing homes. Instead, healthcare 
settings should continue to use Community Transmission Rates and 
continue to follow CDC’s infection prevention and control recommendations for 
healthcare settings.

Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations to 
Prevent SARS-CoV-2 Spread in Nursing Homes | CDC

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=Risk&null=Risk
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fhcp%2Fnursing-homes-responding.html


New Community Level Site
Do NOT use this webpage 



Community 
Levels Map

Do NOT use this 
webpage



Community Transmission Levels
Use this map instead!



How 
Community 

Transmission 
is Calculated 



Healthcare 
Masking and 
Testing

Current 7 days 3/10/2022-3/16/2022 case rate 
and 3/8/2022-3/14/2022 percent positivity

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Michigan&data-type=Risk&null=Risk


Guidance Still in Place

CDC Guidance

• Stay up to date with vaccine
• Infection/exposure of healthcare 

personnel
• Strategies to mitigate staffing 

shortages
• Infection prevention nursing 

homes
• Infection prevention healthcare

MDHHS Orders

• October 12, 2021, Testing 
Facilities conducting tests in 
accordance with CMS QSO 20-38-
NH updated March 10, 2022

• May 21, 2021, Residential Care 
Facility visitation in accordance 
with CMS QSO 20-39-NH and 
CMS FAQ March 10, 2022.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/mitigating-staff-shortages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-570514--,00.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-560384--,00.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-39-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/nursing-home-visitation-faq-1223.pdf


LTC Guidance

Subjected to CRF transfer criteria

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_100722---,00.html


CDC Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Healthcare Personnel

Staff Masking
Communities Moderate-to-Low

While still safest to implement universal source control, when levels are at low to moderate 
and staff are up to date with all recommended COVID-19 vaccine doses, CDC does state the 
following:
• Can choose to not wear source control (e.g., masks) or social distance when in well-

defined areas which are restricted from patient access (e.g. staff meeting rooms, 
kitchen)

Patient encounters are safest with source control (e.g., staff masking) 
• If resident is not suspected of SARS-CoV-2 infection, follow standard precautions

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html


CDC Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Healthcare Personnel

Staff Masking
Suspected or SARS-CoV-2 Positive

Standard plus transmission-based precautions will be followed utilizing personal protective 
equipment:

• Gown, N95 respirator, eye protection, and gloves

• Aerosol generating procedures such as CPR should have staff wearing gown, N95 
respirator, eye protection and gloves for safety as well

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html


CDC Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Healthcare Personnel

Resident Masking
Communities Moderate-to-Low

While still safest to implement universal source control, when levels are at low to moderate 
and residents are up to date with all recommended COVID-19 vaccine doses, the CDC 
states the following:
• Do not need to wear source control when in communal areas of the facility

Residents not up to date or who are at increased risk for severe disease
• Source control and physical distancing should be considered

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html










Michigan.gov/IPRAT

MDHHS-IPRAT@Michigan.gov

Contact Us

517-335-8165



Where to find COVID-19 Guidance:

Webpages and Links 
for AFCs and HFAs

Katie Puskar
Bureau of EMS, Trauma and Preparedness
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services



COVID-19 Links

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus




https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_104888---,00.html

Resources: 
Emergency Planning Resources

COVID-19 Emergency Response Decision Tool
AFC/HFA COVID-19 Emergency Response Tool

Frequently Asked Questions
COVID-19 Antigen Testing Information

HFA and AFC Bed Reimbursement Information NEW
Previous AFC/HFA Presentations

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_104888---,00.html


https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_100722---,00.html

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_100722---,00.html


AFC and HFA Non-COVID-19 Specific Webpages

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-
71547_4860_78446_78448_78459_93714---,00.html

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71547_4860_78446_78448_78459_93714---,00.html


https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71547_4860_78446_78448_78459_93714_107710---,00.html

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71547_4860_78446_78448_78459_93714_107710---,00.html


Local Health Department Contact Information
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339--96747--,00.html

Regional Healthcare Coalition Contact Information
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71548_54783_54826_56171-237197--,00.html#hcc

Additional Contacts 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339--96747--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71548_54783_54826_56171-237197--,00.html#hcc


A recording of today’s presentation will be sent to the groups below, 
and they will email it to their members. 

• Community Mental Health Association of Michigan
• Michigan Assisted Living Association
• Michigan Center for Assisted Living
• Leading Age of Michigan

You can also access the slides from today’s presentation at 
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus. Click the RESOURCES tab and select “For 
AFC and HFA Operators.”  Scroll to bottom of page.



Staffing:  MDHHS-LTCStaffing@michigan.gov

Vaccines:  MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov

Testing:  MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov

Emergency Orders:  MDHHS-MSA-COVID19@michigan.gov

Infection Prevention:  MDHHS-IPRAT@michigan.gov

This email inbox will be shut down:
MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@Michigan.gov

But these email boxes are still available for your questions! 

mailto:MDHHS-LTCStaffing@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-MSA-COVID19@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-IPRAT@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@Michigan.gov


We hope we have helped you and your staff navigate 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Thank you for your active participation, questions, 
and feedback! You have added to our understanding 
and made us better partners in public health.

This is our final AFC/HFA presentation.
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