
March 5, 2024

MI COVID response
Data and modeling update



2

Recent statewide trends for COVID are plateaued

Source: https://mistartmap.info/

MI Safe Start Map will cease updating data and visualizations will be migrated to Michigan.gov/ cronovirus’ new dashboard

Deaths

Daily 
hospitalization 
rate, %

Hospital 
Admissions

7-day average Daily values or uncertainty range
Statewide trends

Current: 5.6

Last Week: 5.8

Current: 2.6%

Last Week: 2.7%

Current: 1.02

Last Week: 0.97

Current: 0.17

Last Week: 0.07 

• The reproductive number (𝑅𝑅𝑡𝑡) in Michigan 
is near 1 indicating transmission is 
plateaued.

• There has been a daily average of 5.6 
hospital admissions per 100,000 
Michiganders.  This is similar to last week.

• The percent of inpatient beds with COVID-
19 positive patients (2.6%) are slightly 
lower than last week.

• Deaths are a lagging indicator but are 
plateaued from last week.

Reproductive 
Number, Rt

https://mistartmap.info/
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Recent statewide trends for COVID are plateaued

Daily cases 
per million

7-day average Daily values
Statewide trends

Current: 62.6

Last Week: 62.4

Current: 55% of sites 
are above 20% 
baseline threshold

Last Week: 55% of 
sites are above 20% 
baseline threshold

Wastewater • 55% (11/20) of wastewater sentinel sites 
have reported levels that are 20% or 
higher than baseline threshold levels 
this week.

• Reported case rates are plateaued from 
last week. 

• COVID-19 diagnoses in emergency 
departments and urgent cares are 
plateaued over the last week.  

Syndromic 
Surveillance

Coronavirus-Like-Illness (CLI)

Current: 1.5%

Last Week: 1.7%

COVID-19 Diagnosis

Current: 1.2%

Last Week: 1.7%
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COVID-19 Cases Among Staff and Residents in Long Term Care Facilities

Note: The data are from weekly reporting by facilities with bed occupancy of at least 13 beds. 
Source: Data is now provided through NHSN, data prior to May 19 was from Michigan EM Resource

• Case counts are decreased in SNF residents (220 to 205) and in SNF staff (321 to 212) since last week [left graphic]
• The number of SNF facilities reporting 3 or more cases is similar to last week (23 both weeks) [right graphic]
Abbreviations: AFC: Adult Foster Care; HFAs: Homes for the Aged; and SNF: Skilled Nursing Facilities

Update through March 6, 2024
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Identified COVID-19 Cases Caused by Variants of Concern (VOC) in US and 
Michigan: JN.1 continues to be the most widely circulating variant

SARS-CoV-2 Variants Circulating in the United States, Oct 29 – February 17 (NOWCAST)

95% P.I. = 95% prediction interval
Data last updated March 5, 2024
Source: CDC COVID Data Tracker: Genomic Surveillance and Michigan’s MDSS; sequence data may take up to four weeks to process and get reported back to health departments 

National Distribution
• 100% of the VOCs currently circulating in the U.S. are 

Omicron
• Nowcast estimates project that JN.1 (92.3%, 95% P.I. 90.5-

93.8%) is the most prevalent, while all other lineages are 
estimated to comprise of less than 10% during the week 
ending on March 2.

Distribution in Region 5 (6 states including Michigan)
• 100% of specimens sequenced are Omicron
• Nowcast estimates for Region 5 project that JN.1 (91.2%, 

95% P.I. 88.2-93.5%) is the most prevalent, while all other 
lineages are estimated to comprise of less than 10% 
during the week ending on March 2.

• JN.1 has remained the most predominant strain in Region 
5 since early January



Surveillance for Respiratory Diseases: Michigan Outlook Sees Influenza Rise

Michigan Emergency Department Visits for COVID-19, 
Influenza and RSV* (top graphic)
The most recent number of ED visits in Michigan for all three 
respiratory illnesses combined are elevated and higher than the 
previous week.
The current number of ED visits for all three respiratory illnesses 
combined is higher than during this same time last year 
(February 2023) but lower than the recent peak in December. In 
Michigan, ED visits for influenza is at a 12-month high.
For most of 2023, COVID-19 contributed to the majority of ED 
visits compared to influenza and RSV; in Michigan, the past 
week has seen influenza contributing to the highest burden of 
ED visits for these three respiratory illnesses.

National Respiratory Season Outlook¶ (bottom graphic) 
The amount of respiratory illness (fever plus cough or sore 
throat) causing people to seek healthcare is elevated in many 
areas of the country.  In Michigan, respiratory illness activity 
level is very high (last week: high).
In the U.S., seasonal influenza activity remains elevated and is 
increasing in some areas of the country. COVID-19 activity is 
decreasing in many areas of the country. RSV activity is 
decreasing in all areas the country. Hospital bed occupancy for 
all patients, including within ICUs, remains stable nationally.

Source: *CDC NCIRD Surveillance: Emergency Department Visits; ¶CDC Viral Respiratory Illness Dashboard

https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/surveillance/respiratory-illnesses/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/index.html


Vaccination Coverage Against COVID-19 is Low but Increasing

Vaccination continues to remain the best way to 
protect yourself and your loved ones against 
serious outcomes from COVID-19

Vaccination Administration with 2023-2024 
Bivalent Booster Formulation (upper right 
graphic)
There have been 330,931 doses of Moderna, 
Novavax, and Pfizer 2023 formulation administered to 
Michiganders 65 to 74 years, the highest of any 
group.  Followed by those 75 years and older (281K) 
and 50-64 years (252K). Around 25,000 doses have 
been administered to those under 5.

Race/Ethnicity¶ for those 6 months and older with 
2023-2024 Vaccine Formulation (lower right)
• Up-to-date coverage is highest among Non-

Hispanic (NH) Asian, Native Hawaiian or Pacific 
Islander Race (13.3%), followed NH White 
(12.7%), by NH American Indian (10.5%), and NH 
Black or African American races (7.2%).

• Up-to-date coverage is at 6.7% for Hispanics

Source: *CDC COVID Data Tracker > Vaccinations in the US ¶  MCIR COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard Note: Now include all those 6 months and older in calculations

Update through March 2, 2023

COVID-19 Vaccine Administration - Fall 2023 Formulation for Moderna, 
Novavax, and Pfizer

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-total-delivered-rate-total
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214_103272-547150--,00.html






CDC Updated Guidance: Isolation Recommendations for Respiratory Viruses

Sources: CDC Respiratory Virus Guidance; ¶ Background for CDC’s Updated Respiratory Virus Guidance

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/guidance/respiratory-virus-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/background/index.html
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