
BELLE ISLE PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES – February 20, 2025 

Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee 
 

Meeting Minutes  
 

Date: February 20, 2025 
Location: Flynn Pavilion, 4435 Muse Rd., Detroit, MI 48207 

 
Meeting began at 9:01 a.m. 
Quorum established at 9:03 a.m. 
 
Present for BIPAC 

Dr. Meagan Elliott 
Michael Curis 
Virtual: 

Dr. Lonnie Peek; Sherwood Forest 
Angela Lugo-Thomas; Highland Park 

 
Absent 

Sommer Woods 
Dr. Brian Banks 

 
DNR Staff Present  

 
Ron Olson, Chief 
Tom Bissett 
Gail Fitch 
Scott Pratt 
Cynthia Boggerty-Craft 
Lt. Todd Szyska 
Darlisa Terrell 
Griselda Trevino 
Barbara Graves 

 
Others Present 

Lt. Lance Couturier, MSP 
Amy Emmert, Belle Isle Conservancy 

 
Chair Elliott began the meeting at 9:01 a.m.  With no quorum present, the 
meeting started with updates. 
 
Tom Bissett, Urban District Supervisor, began by giving Chief Ron Olson 
accolades for his 20-year career with the Michigan DNR, as Chief Olson has 
announced he will retire this spring.  He then continued with an update on 
the boathouse, of which they are reviewing a potential lease and the terms 
with Mr. Carleton, the developer.  They are also actively working on filling 
vacant positions on the island.   



BELLE ISLE PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES – February 20, 2025 

 
A quorum was established at 9:03 a.m. with the addition of member Lugo-
Thomas.   
 
Chair Elliott called for a motion to approve the January 16, 2025 meeting 
minutes.  Member Curis made a motion to approve, supported by member 
Peek.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   
 
Chief Olson gave an update on the budget hearings that are beginning and 
said they need to continue working with the Conservancy to try and maintain 
funding and stability.  He gave appreciation to everyone he has worked with 
over the last 20 years.  He will retire on April 30 but will stay on a little longer 
to help with the transition.   
 
Rev. Lonnie Peek wished Ron well and thanked him for his years of service. 
 
The meeting then continued with the law update from Lt. Todd Szyska, DNR 
Law.  He reported that due to the weather, traffic at the park was low and 
there were a few accidents reported.  The question of community policing 
and engagement was brought up by Dr. Elliott.  Lt. Szyska addressed the 
question stating that his officers are encouraged to engage with the public 
when helping with safety concerns and traffic violations.  Lt. Courterier, MSP, 
said he advises his officers to engage with the community and encourages 
them to make the public feel comfortable about coming to Belle Isle.   
 
Tom Bissett then gave the infrastructure report that highlighted the 
multimodal mobility plan (report attached), and an update on the blue 
emergency phones on the island and traffic safety.   
 
Rev. Peek said he has heard comments from others who have visited the 
island who are surprised how beautiful it is.  He gave his continuous support 
and congratulated staff and Amanda Treadwell on an excellent job.     
 
Amanda Murray, Senior Advisor, Belle Isle Aquarium, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation on the history and importance of sturgeons.    
 
Public Comment 
 
Bill Cheek (written statement) - Just wanted to squawk about the 10 year wait 
for wayfinding signage. Completely unacceptable. I realize this is addressed in 
the mobility study but really? This could have been handled with vinyl printed 
maps stuck on the old signs 10 years ago. 
 
Lisa DiChiera – There will be a presentation in March at the Congregation on 
Rosa Parks Blvd. that will discuss the history of the Belle Isle boathouse. 
 
There were no member comments. 
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With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
 
Next regular meeting: March 20, 2025. 
 



Belle Isle Park
Infrastructure Updates
February 20, 2025



   

Multimodal Mobility Recommendations

• Executive Summary (chapter 8) 
and full report have been posted 
on the Belle Isle Park Multimodal 
Mobility study webpage. 

• https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/
managing-resources/prd/bip-
study

 

• Accessible-readable text version 
available.

• A Hard copy is available at the 
Park HQ to view if preferred. 

      @ 99 Pleasure Drive, Detroit MI.
Multimodal Mobility Study Webpage image.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Multimodal Mobility Study
Executive Summary, Chapter 8 

• Link to survey for comments on 
study. 

• Links to individual final report 
chapters. 

Multimodal Mobility Study Webpage image.
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Multimodal Mobility Study
Executive Summary, Chapter 8 

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Slide from Multimodal Mobility Study Executive Summary.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Multimodal Mobility Recommendations
  2025 Projects

• Engineering and Construction 
of Central Ave. Conversion for 
west bound traffic in the 
flatwoods.

• Engineering and Construction 
of 2-way traffic on the central 
and east end of Central Ave.

Proposed intermediate traffic recommendations for Central Ave.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Multimodal Mobility Recommendations
  2025 Projects

• Improving lane signage at 
park entry. 

• Construction of wayfinding 
signs and facility signs in the 
park. 

 

Signage array for Belle Isle park.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 




   

Multimodal Mobility Recommendations
  2025 Projects

• Engineering for Vista Ave. 
reconnection through old 
zoo site. To improve 
circulation by improving 
North and South 
throughways.

• Engineering for a new Green 
Infrastructure Parking Lot in 
Zoo area. Fulfills 
recommendation to migrate 
parking where needed. 

 

 Location of proposed GEI parking lot. GEI parking lot example providing stormwater management 
and habitat, Carpenter Lake, Southfield, MI. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State legislature provided $23 million to support Belle Isle Infrastructure needs in addition to the State Park allotment of $12 million for the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory dome and Casino roof 
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