Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

April 17, 2025
9:00 a.m.
Park Headquarters, 99 Pleasure Dr., Detroit, 48207

Meeting began at 9:03 a.m.

Present for BIPAC
Dr. Meagan Elliott
Michael Curis
Virtual:
Angela Lugo-Thomas; Highland Park
Sommer Woods; Detroit

Absent
Dr. Lonnie Peek
Dr. Brian Banks
Melia Howard

DNR Staff Present
Tom Bissett
Gail Fitch
Amanda Treadwell
Cynthia Boggerty-Craft
Marie Kaphengst
Robb McKay
Darlisa Terrell
GCriselda Trevino
Barbara Graves

Others present:
Nancy Vella, BIC

Chair Elliott started the meeting at 9:03 a.m. There was not a quorum
present, so the meeting began with park updates.

Tom Bissett, Urban District Supervisor, gave an update on the efforts towards
the northern stormm damage cleanup in the Gaylord district, an update on the
Parks Chief replacement, the Daffodil Luncheon, and on booth staffing levels.

Gail Fitch, Park Supervisor, updated on the group on staff hirings and
restroom openings.
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A quorum was established at 9:05 a.m. and the roll call was taken. A quorum
was present.

Chair Elliott then called for a motion to approve the March 20, 2025 meeting
minutes. Member Lugo-Thomas made a motion to approve, supported by
member Woods. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Tom Bissett then gave the Law updates in the absence of LED staff. The LED
in-service and training is currently taking place and last weekend's public
outreach efforts included 43 stops for speeding. Contact was made if vehicles
were traveling 20 mph or more over the speed limit. There will be more
traffic enforcement signs and mobile signs to try and curb the speeding
issues.

Amanda Treadwell, Urban Field Planner, presented the infrastructure
updates of the Belle Isle AQuarium and Conservatory HVAC, Scott Fountain
structural repairs, casino porch access and surface repairs, Ralph C. Wilson, Jr.
trail project, Shelter #19 and Oxbow restroom construction schedule, Athletic
Shelter heating, Nature's Megaphone, and the Lakeside playground (report
attached).

Dee Dee Martin of the Belle Isle Conservancy gave a presentation of the Keep
Belle Isle Beautiful campaign and information on future cleanup events.

Public Comment

Lisa DiChiera — Expressed her support for David Carleton and the boathouse
efforts. Asked about any federal funding cuts that may affect the MDNR.

Monica Sites — Spoke on her opposition to the gassing of Canadian geese on
the island and would like the DNR to be aware of other options to control the
geese population.

David Carleton — Gave an update on the boathouse restoration proposal,
including the mayor's approval to move forward on the project. More
roundtable meetings will take place.

Amy Emmert, BIC — Spoke about wildlife and signage on the island and
expressed concern of the small wildlife and the danger they face with the
speeding on the island.

Rich Rybicki — Spoke about telecommunications week and about the 97th
anniversary of police radio. He expressed his desire for the remodel of the
police station.

Cortney Malone (written statement) - I'm writing to respectfully urge you to
reconsider the decision to allow the Canada goose round-up and lethal
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removal at Belle Isle. These birds are a part of the natural beauty and
ecosystem that make Belle Isle so special. The thought of them being
rounded up and gassed is heartbreaking to many of us who care deeply
about wildlife and humane treatment. Please help keep Belle Isle beautiful—
don't kill the Canada geese. There are more compassionate and effective
ways to manage wildlife populations, and we ask that those be pursued
instead. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Tom Proggar — Asked for a more humane option of taking care of the geese,
such as removing the eggs.

Norma Keil Shaw — Member of Music on Belle Isle and made everyone aware
of the concert on June 4.

Karen (written comment) - The AVMA states that methods relying on hypoxia
are not appropriate for species that can tolerate prolonged low oxygen levels.
Geese can hold their breath for long periods of time. They panic, suffer and
suffocate. The DNR and USDA do not have any science, Michigan based
studies or Environmental Impact study to warrant their claims to gas the
geese

Member Comments

Sommer Woods thanked everyone for the good comments and feedback.
Angela Lugo-Thomas thanked everyone for the comments.

Michael Curis asked about the time on the lease and suggested looking into
drones for the speeding issues and suggested for young people to help with

the cleanup efforts and that he would be happy to sponsor it.

Chair Elliott said they will see who can speak at the next meeting about the
geese issue and about the federal cuts impacting the MDNR.

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:09 a.m.

Next regular meeting: May 15, 2025.
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ARPA Project Update
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ARPA Project Update

Am erican Rescue Plan Act
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Belle Isle Aquarium HVAC new qir supply ducts
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ARPA Project Update

Am erican Rescue Plan Act

Bid Schedule: Prebid Meeting was Tuesday, 4/15
expect to be Awarded late May.
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« Scott Fountain Structural Repairs
* New out basin.
* Concrete beams supporting basin willbe
replaced.
* Void underbasin willbe filled in and all utility
lines in void space to be replaced to
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be replaced.

Section of Scott Fountain construction drawings showing structural
steel framing



Casimo
Porch Access and Surface Repairs

———

New ADA accessible walk walls complete. The accessible walk to the Casino Porch, in two sections.
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Casimo
Porch Access and Surface Repairs

o e G O R

New ADA accessible walk from plaza level to Casino Way sidewalk. Surfacing mock-ups installed for review.
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Casimo
Water testing

« Roofer performing water

testing on roof and exterior
wall surfaces for leaks.
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Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trail

Construction Schedule: April- September
2025

* Contractorhasbegun Shoreline
stabilization work on south shoreline.

« Naturalized shoreline willbe seeded
with m aterialcollected from Belle Isle
Park.

 Planting willoccurin fall2025 and
spring 2026.

Wilson Trail Construction shoreline stabilization.
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Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trail

Wilson Trail Construction shoreline stabilization looking west.
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Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trail

Shoreline Sections 22-24
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Wilson Trail Construction shoreline stabilization — native/ Belle Isle sourced planting.
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Wildtype will collect herbaceous material for spring 2026



Shelter #19 and Oxbow Restroom
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e Summer - Fall 2025
* Preconstruction meeting - Monday, SHELTER
May 5t

New Shelter Will be installed near Oxbow restroom,
new signage will reflect approved site name of Daffodil Hill.
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Athletic Shelter Heating

Engineering - On hold, waiting

on flow test from DSWD for Vista
Ave. Fire Hydrant.
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Plan view of mechanical room.



Nature’s Megaphone

SN AN

Atlantic Impact Students working on Nature Megaphone.

PARKS&TRAILS

Made possible by the
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
by way of a Trustee Designated
Grant initiated by Jeff Littmann



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 



Lakeside Playground

New Poured in Place Surfacing installed at
the Lakeside Playground.

Made possible by a gift from the Sigma
Gamma Foundation.

Playground was gifted by Sigma Gamma in
20T6.

New poured in place surfacing installed this month.
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Lakeside Playground

New poured in place surfacing installed this month.




Cultural Campus Plan

Conservatory Garden

Oudolf

Garden FHE

COMMONS  Adquarum&
Cons ervatory

Music Shell
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Launch
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Belle Isle Park Strategic

Development Plan
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